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THE ANCIENT 


PHYSICIAN" 


LErGacy to his Country. 


BEING 
What be has collected himſelf in 
Forty-nine Years Practice: 
O R, 


An Accor of the ſeveral Disk asrs in- 
cident to Mankind, deſcribed in ſo plain a 
Manner, that any 'Pe rſon may know the 
Nature of his own Dileaſe. 


Together with the ſeveral Remedies for each, 
Diſtemper, faithfully ſet down, 


Deſigned for the Uſe of all Private Families. 


2 


—— WS weve ts — — — 


Homines ad Deos, nulla in re propius accraunt, quam 
Salutem bomini hu, dands. Cie, 


By THO MAS DOVER AI. B. 
The F. frh E. lit tion. 


. — — 


—_ 4 —•U4 


In this Edition are very coniiderab! w Addi: ions; befides 
a great Number of Letters fene 6 om ſeveral Parts of 
Ervoland of the extraordinary Cures pertorm'd by 
Crude Mercury. With fore Remarks 0a the Author 
of the Le ard Abc of {Were ar. 

LONDON: 0 

Frinted for A. 27 TESWOTH aud C. HITCH, at the ed 
Lin in Pater- 1 Noſter- Row; and | BROTHERT ON, 
at the Bible, next the Fleece- Tavern in Cornbill 1733. 


Prics ſtitched Thres Shillings. 


- £ 
FS 


1 
767 


SF! #7 24 
enn 


— 3 — 


T O 


OHN TRACY E 


oy Fd os * * OY 4 — 


O F 


Stanway in Glouceſterſhire. 


"4 
- 
: 
. ” » 
CL 
. 
* * - 
” 
5 * 
* . 


MIDST the general 


we are fallen, Phyſick 


has not preſerved its Purity; 
though this, perhaps, is too im- 
portant a Truth to be publiſh'd 
with Safety. There 1s a Craft, 


1 


o 
3 


dae | 


FT 


Corruption into which 


The Dedlication. 
(if the Word is not too harſh) 


in this Profeſſion, as well as in 
all others; and the greateſt 
Part of its Followers will not 
fail to oppoſe the leaſt Step 


towards a Reformation. 


Your Reputation is ſo well 
eſtabliſhed, that the ſheltering 
myſelf under your Name, may 
be ſome Security againſt Ca- 
lumny; your Eſteem mult na- 
turally procure me the Eſteem 


of all good Men; and this, one 


would think, might in ſome 
Meaſure ſoften, if not entirely 
ſubdue the Spirit of Detrac- 
tion. 


To 


The Dedication. 


To mention the Antiquity 
of your Family (though it ex- 
tends to the moſt ancient of 
our Kings) is needleſs: Your 
own Perſonal Merit gives you 
a much higher Value, not on- 
ly than your Birth, but than 
any Title which the Crown 
could confer upon you: I have 
ever hated Flattery; and I be- 
lieve there is not a Gentleman 
who has the Honeur and Hap- 
pineſs to know you, but will 
readily allow that what I fay 
of you 1s ſtrictly true. 


CovLD this Eſſay as effec- 
tually eſtabliſh the Health, as 
the whole Courſe of your Life 

has 


The Dedication. 
has promoted the Happmeſs of 


Mankind, it would more than 
anſwer my utmoſt ' Hopes: 
Bat however ſhort I may fall 
in this Reſpect, I have at leaſt 
an Opportunity of gratifying 
my Ambition, by declaring 
myſelf, e TOY; ATE 


* — 


o AAo blu 
8 1 W A bela. 2 
N e 
J Faithful, aun 
Moſt devoted Servant, 2 


Trnomas Dover. 
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THE ANCIENT 


PHYSICIA Ns 
Legacy to his Country. 


"HAVE ſpent the greateſt Part of my 
Life without the leaſt Thought of be- 
coming ati Author ; and if it ſhould 
be ask'd, What makes me now appear 
in Print: I anſwer, That I have acquired 


in Phyſick, by my long Study and Practice, 


what I conceive may be for the common Be- 


nefit of Mankind; and therefore I publiſh 


my Obſeryations. 
Ir this ſhould not be allowed as a ſuffi- 


cient Reaſon, by ſome who have expreſſed 
no Good Will towards me, it will give me 


but little Concern : I leave what I write to 
the unprejudiced Reader. 


My Deſign is to touch on ſuch Parts of 


Phyſick, as I conceive moſt neceſſary to be 


underſtood by every Practitioner, and which 


ſeem to me hitherto to have been neither ex- 
B plained 


— 
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plained, nor accounted for in a proper Man- 
ner, notwithſtanding the voluminous Works 
in which they have been treated of. 

AUTHORS, for the moſt Part, follow one 
another, and de viate but little from the rom- 

mon Track. This Method 1 ſhall in no 
wiſe purſue, ; my Deſign being to ſet down 
only ſuch hings as have occurred to me 
from the Practice and Experience of Fort- 
nine Years. 

I a very ſenſible that my Stile is not 
correct; and L ſhall take no extraordinary 
Care to poliſh it. I ſhall be ſufficiently ſa- 
tisficd, if what I write be intelligible, and if 
my Matter be thought worth attending to- 
In a Word, I ſhall be contented if this Trea- 
tiſe does but in ſome Meaſure deſerve the 
Character which Mr. Budgell gives of the 
Writings of the Honourable Robert Boyle 
Eſq; i in his moſt excellent Memoirs of the Fa- 
mily of the Boyles. Mr, Budgell, who ſeems 
to inherit the Genius of his near Relation, 
the great Mr. Addiſon, ſpeaks of Mr. Boyle's 
Siile in the ** Words: 


2 


# 3) 
? « It miſt be confeſſed, that his Stile zs 
« fur from being correct; that it is too 
« wordy and prolix; and that though it is 
« for the moſt part plain and eaſy, yet, 
« that he has ſometimes made uſe of harſh 
& and antiquated Expreſſions; yet under 
« all theſe Diſadvantages, ſo curious is his 
Matter, and ſo ſolid are his Obſeryations, 
that the hardeſt Thing wwe can ſay of his 
moſt careleſs Piece is, That it appears like 
a beautiful Woman in an Undreſs.“ ; 


A 


0 
0 


ww 


c 


__ 
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Ir a Gentleman, who is ſo perſect a Maſter 
of every ſort of Stile himſelf, (for though I ; 
cannot paint, yet I pretend to know a good 
Picture,) prefers ſolid Matter to a Flouriſh of 
Morde, I hope none of my Readers will pre- 
tend to be more ſqueamiſh. 

Ir is effentially neceſſary in the Cure of 
Diſeaſes, to be throughly acquainted with 
the Nature of them: Without this Know- 
ledge, no Good is to be done. On the con- 
trary, much Harm may probably enſue, from 
the Phyſician's miſtaking the Patient's Caſe ; 
which in ſome Perſons is eaſily diſcoyered, 
in others yery difficult to underſtand, 
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T+1s, I apprehend, proceeds from the 
Affinity and Reſemblance there is between 
different Diſeaſes ; which, though often at- 
tended with the ſame Symptoms, yet pro- 
cced from different Cauſes, and conſequently 
require various Methods of Cure: For which 
Reaſon the Phyſician ſhould be very cauti- 
ous in preſcribing, till he has fully examined 
the Symptoms of the Diſeaſe, compared them 
with the ſeveral Anſwers of the Patient, and 
till he has juſt Reaſons to think he under- 
ſtands the Nature of the Diſtemper. 

ComPrLlicaTtD Caſes are moſt difficult; 
neither is it poſſible to determine any Thing 
of them before they happen, by reaſon of 
their various Degrees, and uncertain Combi- 
nations. | 

Ix theſe Caſes, ſo very hard to be adjuſ- 
ted, it may be pardonable for a Phyſician to 
err a little; but in ſimple Diſeaſes, the Miſ- 
take admits of no Excuſe. 5 

to go no farther than a Dropſy. — 1 
T have attended ſome Perſons in this Diſtem- 
per, where it has taken very deep Root. — 
'Fheir Legs; Thighs, and Bodies have been 
blown up like Bladders; yet ſome of theſe 


Perſon ha ve been blooded four or ſiye Times, 
JM ne 


| 
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in order, as was ſaid, to relieve their Short- 
neſs of Breath ; whereas Shortneſs of Breath 
is not always an Indication for Bleeding. 

THERE are three Cauſes of a Dy/prza, or 
Shortneſs of Breath ; Inflammation, Conyul- 
ſion, and Plenitude: Bleeding in Convul—- 
ſions, if it has not been, ought to be explo- 
ded; and in Fulneſs, occaſioned by Drop» 
ſies, it is pernicious to the laſt Degree, 

I 8HALL make no Scruple to affirm, That 
Shortneſs of Breath, though it be what we 
term Ao Læ ſa, makes no Diſtemper, with- 
out ſome other bad Symptoms attending it; 
if it did, a Man who runs, or uſes any vio- 
lent Exerciſe, cauſing Shortneſs of Breathing, 
might be 1aid to be diſtemper'd. 

NE1THER, in other Caſes, is Shortneſs of 
Breath to be looked on as any Thing but the 
Effect of ſome Diſeaſe cauſing great Weak- 
neſs, which on the leaft Motion is followed 
with Difficulty of breathing. 

Ir may ſeem ſtrange that this Diſeaſe, 
vi g. a Dropſy, ſhould be ſo groſly miſtaken ; 
when the Condition of a Woman, near the 
Time of her Delivery, is not more apparent 
to the Eye, than that of an hydropical Per- 
lon. However, this ſhews what great Rea- 
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(6) 
ſons there are to ſet the Symptoms of Diſca- 
ſes | in as clear a Light as poſſible. 
I $HALL, in the Proſecution of this Sub- 


je, take Notice, in a very. brief Manner, of 


the Fluids in human Bodies ; a Point very 
neceſſary to be underſtood, becauſe they are 
the Scat of all Diſtempers ; whercas the ſolid 
Parts arc only paſſive. — Little, that I 
can find, has been ſaid of this Matter, though 
the right Underſtanding of it is of 10 great 
Uſe in the Art of Healing, 
IxsTEAD of giving us ſuch neceſſary Pre- 
liminaries, many lay the whole Streſs of cu- 
ring Diſeaſes upon the Number of their Re- 
ceipts, ſtuffing their Books with long and 
tedious Preſcriptions ; which is little better 
than teaching us how to cure People, before 

we know the Nature of their Diſtemper. 
Tuis brings to my Mind a Saying of that 
good and truly honeſt Man Dr. Sydenham : 
—— Medice Artis pompa & dignitas non 
tam formularum Concinnitate & Elegantid, 
quam morborum Curatione cernitur. 
Tux late famous Dr. NRadeliſſ was of Opi- 
nion, That it was expedient for young Gen- 
tlemen, entring upon our Profeſſion, to tra- 
vel; and that uch as s purſucd their Studies 
| Po. 


ik | 
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at Home, could not (allowing they have had 
the Advantages of an Academical Education, 
improve themſelves equally with thoſe that 
ſpend many Years Abroad, and make good 
Uſe of their Time. —— This was his Reaſon 
for ſettling annual Penſions upon ſome young 
Phyſicians, that they might be in a Capacity 
to travel. | 

PERHAPs he had done better, if he had 
obliged thoſe Gentlemen to practice Phylick, 
at leaſt ten Years, before their ſetting out for 
forcign Parts: They would then have been 
much more capable of making ſuch Obſerva- 
tions, as might be of ſingular Uſe to them ; 
and tis further my Opinion, that if he had 
ordered them to viſit the moſt i intemperate 
Climates, where all acute Diſeaſes are the 
moſt violent, they would have returned 
Maſters of greater Knowledge and Ex pe- 
rience, than they can ever acquire by only 
paſſing through the moſt healthy Parts of 
Europe, which ſeems more like travelling for 
the ſake of their own Health, than that of 
other People. 

ISE Travelling be neceſſary to make an ac 
compliſhed Phyſician, T am very ſure that I 
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haye trayelled more than all the Phyſicians 
in Great Britain put together. 

Bur I am going a little out of my Way, 
and ſhall therefore return to what I at firſt 
propoſed ; wherein, if I fall ſhort, I ſhall 


yet pleaſe my ſelf in my ſincere Deſign of 


being beneficial to Mankind. All Idefire 
of thoſe who find fault with my Performance, 
is, to produce a better in its Room. 

Int the Account I give of Diſeaſes, I 
Mall endeayour to be as ſhort and intelli- 
gible as poſſible. — The uſual and gene- 
ral Diviſion of Diſtempers, is into Chronical 
and Acute, and cach Branch of them is ſub- 
divided into many particular ones. — The 
moſt common I hope to deſcribe in ſo plain 
a Manner, that even the Patient himſelf 
ſhall he able to give a proper Name to his 
Diſeaſe. 

_ To begin then with the Chronical ; —— 
Which as they are the moſt difficult to be 
remedied, ſo are they many Times equally 
difficult to be known. Of theſe the moſt 
common, and moſt painful, (though, I think, 
not the hardeſt to be cured,) is the Gout. 
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Govr, or Arthritis. 


H I S has various Names, according 
to the Parts affected: *Tis term'd 
Podagra when in the Foot, Chiragra when 
in the Hand, Gonegra when in the Knee, 
Sciatica when in the Hip. 

Tis ſtrange to ſee how often Phy ſitians 
call this Diſtemper a Rheumatiſm, and a 
Rheumatiſm the Gout. —— The Difference 
between them will plainly appear from the 
Deſcription I ſhall give of theſe two Diſtem- 
Pers, 

Ox the ſeveral Names above ſet down, a 
regular Gout may moſt properly be term'd 
Poaagra, becauſe it begins | in the firſt Joint 
of the Great Toe, and that uſually about 
Midnight; where, after it has rack'd the Pa- 
tient forty-eight Hours with a violent flx'd 
Pain, a ſmall Tumour begins to appear, in- 
ereaſing gradually; ; after that, an Inflamma- 
tion, and then the Violence of the Pain 


abates. 
Tae firſt Fit may laſt a Fortnight, or three 


Weeks; but a great Weakneſs and Tender- 
neſs 


: 
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neſs in the Part afflicted, remains much lon- 


ger. 
Trax Patient may feel no more of this 


Diſeaſe for two or three Yeats, or at ſooneſt 
a. Twelvemonth : But what adds much ta 
the Misfortune of this Diſtemper, is, That 
every Fit becomes more painful, and the Pa- 
roxiſms more frequent and laſting. 

TE Gouty Matter increaſing, riſes to the 
Ancles and Knees, which, as was ſaid before, 
ſwell with Inflammation : This Degree of 
the Diſtemper, by ſome Authors, is called 
Morbus Articalaris, and is always attended 
with a ſymptomatical Fever; for as the 
Pains wear off, the Fever abates. a 

Tuus it takes its Progreſs, increaſing by 
Degrees, till the poor Patient is lacerated, and 
torn to pieces; Chalk- Stones working out of 
the Joints, attended with other melancholly 
Circumſtances. 

It muſt be obſery'd, towards the latter 
End of this Diſeaſe, when the Fluids are al- 
moſt wholly changed into gouty Matter, the 
Fits are not ſo regular, nor the Pains fo yio- 
lent ; but then the Patient is ſeldom free from 
them. 13 
Pur: 
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 PHysIclans have been nfuch miſtaken 
about the Cauſe of this Diſtemper : That i it 
is Matter, appears from the Tumours and In- 
flammation that attend it; but the Difficulty 
lies to find out the Nee of this Matter. 
—— I ſhall venture to affirm ' tis an Alkali: 
That the Chalk- Stones that work out of the 
Joints are ſuch, appears from the Fermenta- 
tion occaſioned by Acids, which in ſmall 
Quantities cauſe Pains in Gouty Perſons : 
Theſe Pains proceed from the Acids meeting 
with a contrary Quality, whereby a preterna- 
tural Fermentation is raifed in the diſtem- 
pered Part; and this creates a Heat and Burn- 
ing, the Hear being an Effect of that Fer- 
mentation or Motion, according to the Learn- 
ed Dr. Willis, whoſe Freatiſe of Fermen- 
tation I prefer to his other Works: If I 
miſtake not, he gives this Definition of it, 
W. * Mora, Inteſlinus ad perfiffiontix 
a alicujus , vel al 1 aternecionem 
10 * ejuſdem.” | 

THERE have been fo many unſucceſsful 
Attempts made to maſter this Diſcaſe, that 
Patients have very little Faith left, and (as 
they commonly ſay) have no 3 from any 
Thing but. Paticnce and warm Flannel : But 
with 


| 
F 
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with Submiſſion, keeping the Part warm is 
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wrong, becauſe *tis proprium Caloris attra- 
here ; and does, beyond doubt, attract gouty 
Matter to the Parts, 
NoTwWITHSTANDING the many fruitleſs 
Attempts that have been made to cure this 
miſerable Diſtemper, Providence has in this, 
as well as in all other Diſeaſes, left Means 
for our Recoyery, which in many Inſtances 
I am able to make appear. I ſhall refer to 
one where the Curious may be ſatisfied: The 
Coachman of the Right Honourable the 
Lord Viſcount r. John had a long and 


"tedious Fit of the Gout, and was hardly 


able to ſtir without Crutches : I gave him 
a very pleaſant eaſy Sudorific; which had 
its deſired Effect: · Infomuch that the Day 
following, he walked from Albemarle- Street 
to Cecil Street, to give me Thanks. He 
came to me without the Help of a Stick, 
and with ſtrait Shoes on: The Swelling was 
entirely gone: He affirmed that he was ne- 
ver better in his Life; and that he was able 
to walk from one End of the Town to the 


other. This 1s about fifteen Years ago. 
The Fellow has never had any Return 


ſince, though he was much afflicted with it 
many 


» 
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many Years before. - - - - It may be asked, 
Will he never have it again? The ſame 
Queſtion may be asked of any Fever, (ex- 
cept ſome few with Eruptions , ) for many 
Perſons are very ſubje& to Fevers every 
Spring ; yet I preſume no body will ſay a 
Patient was not cured of a Feyer he had 
fifteen Years ſince, though he ſhould hap- 
pen to have a Fever again this Year. 

Ir will, I hope, at leaſt be granted, That 
ſuch long Intervals add much to the Com- 
fort of Life; and I am confident there is no 
Body can have the Gout to that Degree, 
but that there may be a Rebate given to his 
Pains. He may find great Relief without 
Opiates, or painful Remedies, which I am 
a Stranger to, and yery much diſlike. 


« Taxt Tamarinds half an Ounce, Leaves 
ce of Senna two Drams, Rheuberb one Dram, 
*© boil them in Water to three Ounces ; ſtrain 
ee them off, and diſſolve in them of Manna, 
and the purging Syrup of Roſes, each one 
© Ounce, Syrup of Buck-Thorn and Elixir 
„ Proprictatis, each two Drams. - - - - Drink- 
% Poſſet-Drink, or thin Gruel, between 
« Motions, - - Taking this once or twice a 

Week, 


C 


_- - 2 
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4 Week; will lefſen the Gouty Matter, and 
60 break he Force of the Fits.” 
« Taxs Opium one Ounce, Salt. Petre 
« and Tartar vitriolated, each four Ounces, 
* Tpocacuana one Ounee, Liquoriſh one 
« Ounce. Put the Salt-Petre and Tartar 
« into a red-hot Mortar, ſtirring them with 
&« a Spoon till they have done flaming. - - = 
« Then powder them very fine; after that 
« flice in your Opium ; Wy theſe to a 
« Powder, and then mix the other Powders 
« with theſe. Doſe from forty to ſixty or 
« ſeventy Crains in a Glaſs of White-Wine 
« Poſſet, going to Bed. - - Covering up 
« warm, and drinking a Quart or three Pints 
* K the Poſſet-Drink while ſweating,” 


In two or three Hours, at fartheſt, the Pa. 
tient will be perfectly free from Pain ; and 
though before not able to put one Foot to 
the Ground, 'tis very much if he cannot walk 
the next Day. When it is taken, keep your 
Bed till next Day Noon. This Remedy may 
be taken once a Wezk, or once a Month. 

MrxsvcaTt's Elixir of Vitriol taken often 
in large Quantities, moſt certalnly deſtroys 
Gouty Matter; yet for ſome Time it may 


cauſe Pain; but taken in its due Latitude, if 
Water 
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Water will quench Fire, it muſt in the End 


have its defired Effects. 

Ir has been objected to one Part of my 
Book, That T have a great Diſlike to Opiats; 
and yet, that in the Preſcription immedi- 
* ately following, I have ſet down an Opiat. 
Some Apothecaries have deſired their Pa- 
tients to make their Wills, and ſettle their 
Affairs, before they venture upon ſo large a 
Doſe as I have recommended, which is from 
Forty to Seventy Grains. As monſtrous as 
they may repreſent this, I can produce un- 
deniale Proofs, where a Patient of mine has 
taken no leſs a Quantity than an Hundred 
Grains, and yet has appear'd abroad the next 
Day. 

Tris Notion of theirs proceeds entirely 
from their Ignorance, and from the Want of 
knowing the Nature of thoſe Ingredients 
that are mix'd up with it, for they naturally 


weaken the Power of the Opium. 
I wovLD not have the Reader imagine, 


that I am an Enemy to Opiats; I only look 
upon a conſtant and uninterrupted Uſe of 
them to be pernicious. As I cannot fail of 
having the greateſt Veneration for the Me- 
mory of my old Maſter Dr. Sydenham, I of- 


ten 
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ten remember his Obſeryations, eſpecially 
upon Opiats, which 1s as follows : 


Sine Papeveribus, ſine Opiatis, & Medi- 
camentis, ex 11s Confectis, manca & clauda, 
efſer Medicina. 


In my former Editions, in that Chapter 
which treats of the Cout, I omitted a Reme- 
dy againſt this Diſeaſe, when it is in the 
Stomach, which I haye now added, and is as 
follows : 


Take two Drams of Venice Treacle diſ- 
“ ſolv'd in a Glaſs of Good Wine: After 
« drinking it, and going to Bed immediately 
«© upon it, the Patient will find himſelf much 
« eaficr in two Hours, and entirely free from 
© it in ſixteen. The beſt Topical or Out- 
« ward Remedy is a raw Beef-Stake.” 


— 


Since Quickſilver has ſo generally pre- 
vail'd, there are ſeveral Perſons, who, tho' 


before they had conſtantly two Fits in a 
Year, ſince the taking of Mercury, have 
eſcaped a Fit for two, three, or four Years 
together. 


DRrorsY, 
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Dzorsr, called Hydrops. 


| HE RE are three Sorts of Dropſies, 

the moſt common and moſt fatal, is 
the Aſcites. This Diſtemper is often many 
Vears contracting; in ſome near twenty 
Years, according to the beſt Judgment that 
can be made. One or two Inſtances may 
make this clear. 

Mr. WILLIAM STAuNTON, of Hampton, 
near Hampton. Court, formerly a Chancery 
Clerk, of Furnival's Inn, was for Twenty 
Years afflicted with a violent Aſthma : He 
had many Phyſicians, but found no Help: 
At laſt he had that Species of the Dropſy 
which I am going to deſcribe. His Diſtem- 
per reduced him to that Weakneſs, and made 
him ſo corpulent and unweildy, that he was 
not able to turn in his Bed, nor lie but on 
one Side, inſomuch that the Fleſh was worn 
off the Hip and Shoulder: It was expected a 
Mortification would enſue. —— In this Con- 
dition Mrs. Sraunton ask'd, If I conceiv'd any 
Hopes of him? 1 anſwer'd, There was but 
little Room for Hope; yet if ſhe pleaſed: to 

C try 
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try the Force of the Medicine I ſhould pre- 


ſcribe, ſhe might be aſſured there was no 
Danger 1n 1t. 


He took it every N ight and Morning, as I 
uſually give it. He has told me ſince; that 
it conſtantly brought away from a Gallon to 
five Quarts of Water. — Taking this daily, 
it muſt be ſuppoſed he was ſoon freed from 
liis Waters. 


He has been clear of his Aſthma ever 
ſince, and enjoys a better State of Health 
than he has done for twenty Years paſt, 
This was in the ſixty-ſeventh Year of his 
Age; yet he has at preſent as florid a Com- 
plexion as any Man of twenty. 


I CONCLUDE, that he had a Collection of 
Waters in his Breaſt, which cauſed the 


£toma, 


Ina another Patient, who had a White 
Swelling, as the Eurgcon calls it, in both 
Knees. He came to Town, and applied 
himſelf to Mr. Bocheer ; who, like an honeſt 
Man, did little to him, but adviſed him to go 
to the Bath ; which he did for near twenty 
Years, as the Gentleman told me: But in 
the End this appear'd to be an Aſcites. I 


was called to him; and upon purging off the 


Wa- 
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Waters, thoſe White Swellings totally diſap- 
peared. He told me, he had not had ſo good 
a Command of his Legs for Twenty Years 
paſt. 
Many Inſtances of the like Nature I could 


produce; but I take theſe two to be ſuffi- 
cient for my preſent Purpoſe. 


HENce it is evident what flow Paces this 
Diſtemper many Times makes: 


Sox E Nicety will be required to give ſuch 
a Deſcription of this Diſeaſe, as to make it 
known in its Approaches. Tis eaſily pre- 
vented, though very difficult to be cured 
when it comes to an Height. 


Ir begins with a Thirſt, which inſenſibly 
grows on the Patient. The Inſide of the 
Hands grows dry, with a more than common 
Hardneſs; and the Patient is attended with 
an unuſual Heat. All the Glands of Secre- 
tion begin to fall ſhort of performing their 
due Functions, till at laſt Tranſpiration cea- 
ſes. The Urine decreaſes much in Quanti- 
ty, and is often high-colour'd. An Inabi- 


with great Shortneſs of Breath, and Loſs, of 
Appetite. | 


C 2 Tu ESE 


lity to Motion increaſes as the Body fills, 


| 
| 
| 
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Tuksz are the, ſeveral Symptoms of ati 
approaching Dropſy, which uſually ſhews 
itſelf firſt in the Legs. This Diſtemper may 
be coming on ſeveral Years, as has been above 
noted, ad for want of a due Examination of 
the Patient, it has been too often taken for 
ſome other Diſeaſe, which has proved fatal to 
many People. 

To deſcribe a confirmed Aſcites, is no more 
than to ſet the foregoing in a clear Light. 


Tux Thirſt is more intenſe; Urine leſs in 
Quantity, higher coloured, coming near to 


the Water made m a Jaundice ; Shortneſs of 


Breath to that Degree, that there is no lying 


down in Bed; aw Inability to all Motion; a 
total Loſs of Appetite; looſe Stools frequent, 


but in ſmall Quantities. The Legs, Thighs, 
and all Parts of the Body, are full of Water; 
which, with the Addition of a ſympto- 
matical Jaundice, make up the frightful 


and mercileſs Retinue that attend this great 


Evil. 


ArTER all, I ſhall venture to lay, That 
let me but come to People as early in this 
Diſtemper as they generally apply for Relief 
from other Phyſicians, and it ſhall be cured 
with as much Certainty as any other Gentle- 
man 


©. 
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man may cure a Diſtemper he thinks himſelf 
moſt Maſter of. I am ſurpriz'd that the 
Paracenteſis, or Tap, ſhould be ſo frequently 
uſed in this fatal Diſeaſe. — I ſhould be glad 
to know if one in fi ve hundred has been cured 
by it. — It rather confirms the Diſeaſe, and 
often Tenders it incurable, while the poor Pa- 
tients Life is protracted in Mifery and Diſ- 
pair; ſo that it may well be faid, 


Graviora morbis patimur Remedia, 
Nec vita tanti eſt, vivere ut paſſis, mori. 


Such Aids new Fuel to your Pain ſupply * 
Who values Life, if be muſt bourly die? 


The I'rmeaxy, Tympanites, 


A NOTH E R Species of Dropſy, to 
which the Pair Sex are only liable, 
proceeds from their frequent Miſcarriages 
and hard Labours : Beſides, as they are of a 
much finer Texture of Body than Men, they 
are more ſubject to the Paſſions of the Mind, 
which haye often been the Cauſe of this 


Diſtemper. 
C 3 Tas 
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Tas i is part Wind, part Water, ſwelling 
the Abdomen, or Belly, only. The Muſcles 
waſte ſo in this Diſeaſe, that the Patient be- 
comes a meer Skeleton, with Loſs of Appe- 
tite ; Thirſt, but in a more remiſs Degree 
than in the Aſcites; Urine in ſmall Quanti- 


ties, but often of a healthy Colour.— This 


may be cured pretty much in the ſame Way 
with the Aſcites. 


ANASARCA, 


HIS is another Species of Propſy, 
plainly differing from the Aſcites and 
Tympany. The Symptoms are vaſtly more 
unſettled : The Swellings in the two former 
are fix*d; in this they very often ſhift, and 
for the moſt Part affe& only the Muſcles. 
As for Example : The Patient ſhall ſwell an 
one Side of the Body; and in a ſhort Time the 
Tumor ſhall quit that Part, and appear on the 
other Side of the Body; and in like Manner 
ſhift from one Thigh, Leg, or Arm, to the 

other. | 
Tuis Diſeaſe is not ſo common as the 
Aſcites or Tympany, and is much eaſier 
cured 
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cured. Yet Mr, Towne, one of the King's 
Gardiners, died of it under Dr. Radchff*s 
Care. A Gentleman carried me to that 
unfortunate Man; but the Doctor was fo 
confident of faving him by the wonderful 
Panacza Bliſters, that I was not liſten'd to. 
The Bliſters, inftead of proving Remedies, 
only gave the Patient Pain, without affording 


him any Help; ſo that in a ſhort Time after 
he died. 


“ TaxE Steel prepared with Sulphur and 
crude Antimony, each one Ounce, Diagri- 
% dium four Ounces : Make a tine Powder 
of theſe; then add as much of any Syrup 
* as will make a ſoft Electuary. 
Take a large Spoonful at Night going to 
Ped, and another in the Morning, ſtirring 
<« 1t well from the Bottom, increafing or leſ- 
ſening the Doſe as you ſee Occaficn, —— 
For if one Spoonful, taken over Night, 
brings away two or three Quarts, it need 
not be repeated in the Morning. —— 
You muſt not drink during the Opera- 
tion of this Phyiick, as 1n other Purges ; 

for if you pour in tog much Lomas, i 
will deſtroy the End of Purginz 37 and you | 


10 C4 « will 
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: 

: 

: 

: 
if 


< will - find your ſelf juſt where you 
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&« were.” 


WEN your Waters are off, you may re- 


peat your Purge once in four or five Days; 
then once a Week, and ſo on to once a Fort- 


night, and once a Month, till your Blood 
has recover its due Tone. 


You muſt avoid all Spoon-Meats, Fruits, 
and Garden-Stuff, of what Kind ſoeyer.——- 
And be ſure not to exceed a Pint and a half 
of Liquor in twenty-four Hours; for if you 
drink, your Thirſt will never abate. By this 
Method, and Gop's Bleſſing, I haye cured 
Hundreds 1n my Time. 


Tris Method will ſerye either in a Tym- 
pany or Anaſarca. 


SEVERAL Phyſicians, I have been inform'd, 
have made great Objections to the Preſcrip- 
tion I have ſet down for the Cure of this Diſ- 
temper, and are pleaſed to affirm at Random, 
That one Doſe which I have preſcribed would 
infallibly be the Death of any Patient. Now 


Iwill take upon me to affirm, That I have 


often given it in much larger Quantities ; 
and that it has been ſo far from being at- 


tended with any ill Conſequences, that it 
has 
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has produced all the good Effects to be de- 
ſired. 

Ir is a very great Hardſhip, that T muſt 
be ſubject to the Caprice of eyery Pretender 
to Phyſick: If I have really preſcribed any 
Thing that is dangerous to Mankind, let the 
College of Phyſicians call me to an Account 
for it, 

I po not know what Obſervations the 
Gentlemen of our Faculty have made; but 
I affirm, That an Hydropical Patient will 
diſpence with Phyſick, that has at leaſt treble 
the Strength of what is given in any other 
Diſtemper. | 
Dr thoſe Days, when the Patient does 
not take a Purge, I preſcribe one Dram of 
common Nitre, made into a Bolus with a Con- 
ſerve of Hips, to be taken Morning and 
Night. This will very much abate his Thirſt, 
and probably proyoke Urine, 


DriaBETES. 


=. 
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DIABET Es. 


HIS is a very fatal Diſeaſe, but rarely 
ſeen; yet in one Day I was called to 
two Patients that were afflicted with it. 
Niverius ſays, He never ſaw more than one 
Perſon labouring under this Diſtemper, in all 
his Practice. 


Ir ariſes from breaking the Compages or 
Tenor of the Blood. 


Tux Deſcription follows: Tis attended 
with a ſmall Fever, Loſs of Appetite, intenſe 
Thirſt, a great Dejection of the animal Spi- 
rits, profuſe Quantities of Urine of a Violet 
Scent, with a thin oily Subſtance ſwimming 
on the Surface of it. When all theſe Symp- 
toms meet, they conſtitute this Diſtemper. 


THE Sort of Water deſcribed, is very 
common in what Phyſicians call Scorbutick 
Caſes. — Upon which, after the Learned 
Dr. Mills has made a very long Harangue 
about hot Scurvy and cold Scurvy, I muſt 
own my Capacity too weak to comprehend 
his Meaning; nor do I believe the Diſeaſe 
owed its Name to any Thing, but that when 

the 
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the Phyſicians met with a Diſtemper they 
knew little of, they called it a /earvy 
one. : 
Ox E Mr. Jonathan Keate, Tome Time 
after Surgeon to the Hoſpital at King's 
Town in Jamaica, was ſo far gone in a 
Diabetes, that he was not able to get out of 
his Cabin. — I was on board with ſome 
Company,. who told me the Surgeon of the 
Ship lay dangerouſly ill, and defired to fee 
me. I ſoon perceiv?d his Diſtemper, and 
ſent him from Shore what I thought proper. 
In three or four Days he came to Port- 
Royal, to return Thanks for the great Service 
I had done him. He did, as we lay, pancra- 
tice valere, and ſo continued. —— This is 
thirty Years ſince. — About ſix Years ſince, 
I ſaw him in Town ; he lodged in &. Mar- 
zin's-Lane, and was then juſt come from 
Barcelona. 


I sHALL only give one Inſtance more: A 
Perſon recommended to me by his Grace the 
late Duke of Richmond, was ſo weak in this 
Diſtemper, that he could hardly ſtand, — 
I order'd him ten Days after to meet me at 
the Duke's, which he accordingly did; and 


gave 


: 
— . . - —_ - — — — — 
— = 22/552 ns nn Ed ea gt — > — <= 
0 2 — — — — — — —— . _ — * 
. IT I OOTY CO — AT 2 


a Ave 
—— 
— 


— — — — 


o - * 
Ne —— — ů 


— —— — . - — — N 2 ” - =; N _ x 


(28) 

gave his Grace Thanks for being perfectly 
recoyerd, He lived on Tower-H11, and, if 
I miſtake not, was an Houſe- Carpenter; but 
J have forgot his Name. | 

Tux needs nothing more to be done for 
the Cure of this Diſeaſe, which has hitherto 
puzzled Phyſicians in all Ages, than to drink 
a quarter of a Pint of Allom Poſſet-Drink, 
firſt and laſt, made as ſtrong as your Stomach 
will bear it. — This I haye experienced for 
thirty-five Years, and do not remember that 
it eyer failed, 


CoNSUMPTION, or Phtiſis. 


TE OUGH this be a Chronical Diſeaſe, 
it is alſo inflammatory; and I know of 

no other Chronical Diſtemper that is ſo. 
IT begins with a violent Cough, and is 
always attended with an inflamed Maſs of 


Blood, except in convulſive Caſes : And as 
the Lungs are all Bronchia, or little Air- 
Bladders of the Aſpera Arteria, when we in- 
ſpire the inflamed Part, or what we ſee on the 


Top of the Blood, which the Phyſicians term 
Pleuritical, is ſtrained from the Maſs, which 
being 


(29) 
being left in thoſe Air-Bladders, occaſions a 
great Shortnefs of Breath, till by violent 
Coughing, or frequent Snccuffionis of the 
Lungs, it is brought off. If this Matter 
continues, it inflames the Lungs, till at laſt 
they are impoſthumated; and then the Pa- 
tient's Caſe becomes deſperate. 


Tris Diſeaſe commonly proceeds from 
Cold; which increaſing, the Patient complains 
firſt of a great Sorenefs in his Breaſt, Diffi- 
culty of Breathing, Loſs of Appetite, a great 
Heat and Dryneſs in the Palms of his Hands, 
with frequent and ſudden Fluſhings in the 
Face; according to that of Hippocrater. 
Rubor pertmax © ſaturatus in Genis pul- 
monem indicat inflammatum. 


As this Diſeaſe gathers Strength, colli- 
quating Sweats come on towards Morning ; 
then a Diarrhæa or Looſeneſs; the Fingers 
Ends are ſwelled, and a Lay Days before 

Death, the Lew ſwell, which is the laſt 
Symptom. 

Tus good Dr. Sydenham wonderfully 
commends Riding in this Diftemper ; and 
he ſays, © Hoc ſancte afero, quod neque 
* mercurius in Lue Venered neque Cortex 
* Peruvianns in intermittentibus efficacio- 
© res 
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c res extent quam in Phtiſi curanda exerci. 
« tium jam lau datum. — Speaking of Ri- 
« ding, Modo æger curet ut linteamina lecti 
&« ſiut probe are facta, atque etiam ut ſatis 
« longa Itinera emetiatur.“ 


Bur, with Deference to my old Friend's 


Judgment, I have known frequent Bleeding 


in ſmall Quantities, do more good than Ri- 
ding. I ſhall ſet down one Caſe, of which 
any Perſon may ſatisfy himſelf. 


A Nerntew of Sir George CaſwalPs, 
whole Lungs were moſt apparently impoſt- 
humated, fiom the corrupt and fœtid Mat- 
ter that proceeded from them, had thoſe col- 
liquating Sweats, with a Diarrhza, or Looſe- 
nets, and brought up large Quantities of 
Blood every Day, almoſt equal to a Vomica 
Pulmonum. | 


His Muſcles were almoſt entirely waſted; 
and ſo very weak, that he could hardly walk 
alone. I order'd him to bleed every other 
Day. — He ſoon viſibly grew better. — 
I ſent him to the Cold Bath; which he uſed 
to very great Advantage; ſo that he ſoon 
grew healthy and ſtrong, and fuller of Fleſh 


than cyer. 


WHEN 
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Wurztn Mr. Pettit blooded him, he would 
often ſay, he could not poſſibly liye four and: 


twenty Hours. 


As this is an inflammatory Diſeaſe, all Me- 
thods of Cure ought to be avoided, except 
ſuch as abate the Inflammation; which I may 
venture to ſay, is uſually incxeaſed by the 
| vaſt Quantities of Oils and Syrups preſcrib'd: 
And this is the chief Reaſon that Phyſicians 
have had ſo little Succeſs in Conſumptions. 
They allow the Patient to uſe a ſtrengthen- 
ing Diet, and indulge him too much with 
Wine, Gravies, and the like, contrary to a 
known Maxim in Phyſick. — [mpura cor- 
pora, quo plus nutries, eo magis ledes. 


AxorhER Cauſe of Conſumptions is from 
an Empycma,which is an Impoſthumation on 
the Pleura; as when Pleurifies or Peripneu- 
monies are not blooded off, as long as any 
poignant or ſhooting Pains remain, there 1s 
an infallible Indication for Bleeding. *T was 
ſaid, the Lord Sunderland could not die for 
want of Bleeding, having loſt ſeventy Oun- 
ces: Whereas my next-door Neighbour had 
a Servant ſeized with a Pleuriſy, who loſt two 
hundred and ſixty Ounces of Blood before 
his Pain left him. — This Mr. Py/e, a 

| very 
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« res extent quam in Phtiſi curanda exerci: 
« tum jam laudatum. — Speaking of Ri- 
« ding, Modo æger curet ut linteamina lecti 
&« ſint probe arefacta, atque etiam ut ſatis 
« longa Itinera emetiatur.“ 

Bur, with Deference to my old Friend's 
Judgment, I have known frequent Bleeding 
in ſmall Quantities, do more good than Ri- 
ding. I ſhall ſet down one Caſe, of which 
any Perſon may ſatisfy himſelf. 


A NEHEW of Sir George CaſwalPs, 
whole Lungs were moſt apparently impoſt- 
humated, fiom the corrupt and fœtid Mat- 
ter that procecded from them, had thoſe col- 
liquating Sweats, with a Diarrhza, or Looſe- 
neſs, and brought up large Quantities of 
Blood every Day, almoſt equal to a Vomica 
Pulmonum. 


His Muſcles were almoſt entirely waſted; 
and ſo very weak, that he could hardly walk 
alone. I order'd him to bleed every other 
Day. — He ſoon viſibly grew better. — 
I ſent him to the Cold Bath; which he uſed 
to very great Advantage; ſo that he ſoon 
grew healthy and ſtrong, and fuller of Fleſh 
than ever. . 


Wurx 
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Wuen Mr. Pettit blooded him, he would 
often ſay, he could not poſſibly liye four and 


twenty Hours. 


As this is an inflammatory Diſeaſe, all Me- 
thods of Cure ought to be avoided, except 
ſuch as abate the Inflammation ; which T may 
venture to ſay, is uſually inczxeaſed by the 
vaſt Quantities of Oils and Syrups preſcrib'd: 
And this is the chief Reaſon that Phyſicians 
have had ſo little Succeſs in Confumptions. 
They allow the Patient to uſe a ſtrengthen- 
ing Diet, and indulge him too much with 
Wine, Gravies, and the like, contrary to a 
known Maxim in Phyſick. — Impura cor- 
pora, quo plus nutries, eo magis ledes. 


AxoTRHER Cauſe of Conſumptions is from 
an Empyema, which is an Impoſthumation on 
the Pleura; as when Pleuriſies or Peripneu- 
monies are not blooded off, as long as any 
poignant or ſhooting Pains remain, there is 
an infallible Indication for Bleeding. Twas 
faid, the Lord Sunderland could not die for 
want of Bleeding, having loſt ſeventy Oun- 
ces: Whereas my next-door Neighbour had 
a Servant ſeized with a Pleuriſy, who loſt two 
hundred and ſixty Ounces of Blood before 
his Pain left him. — This Mr. 25%, a 

| very 


#9 
very honeſt arid eminent Sutgeon, will at⸗ 
teſt; 

Tk Man ſince enjoys a perfet State of 
Health. 

Ons Mt. William Maſters, an eminent 

 Surgevn at Eveſham, in Worceſterſhire, was 
ſo far gone in a Conſumption, that he was 
not able to ſtand alone. I adyiſed him by 
all Means to loſe ſix Ounces of Blood every 
Day for a Fortnight, if he lived fo long; 
tken every other Day, then every third Day, 
and fifth Day for the fame Time. This was 
in the Month of November. The March 
following, he rode from Eveſham to Briſtol 
in one Day, which is forty- ſeven long Miles. 
to give me Thanks for his Recovery. 
He lived many Years after. His Relations 
all died in Conſumptions. This was the firſt 
Experiment I made of Bleeding in this 
Diſeaſe, and have cured many ſince by the 
ſame Method. 

Ox Ambroſe Clark, a Servant to Sir John 
Dutton, of Sherbourn, in Glouceſterſhire, 
was ſo very weak in a Conſumption, that 
they entirely deſpaired of his Life. He was 
blooded at leaſt fifty Times ; and in a ſhort 
Time recoyer'd ſo very well, that he enjoys 

a bets 
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a better State of Health than ever he did 
before. 


N Taxe Anniſeeds finely powder'd, Saf- 
& fron of Steel, each half an Ounce, made 
“into Pills, with Laucatella's Balſam: Take 
« five of theſe every Morning, and at five a- 
« Clock in the Afternoon, drinking a. large 
« Draught of Water acidulated with Ma- 
* ficht*'s Elixir of Vitriol. — After cach 
« Doſe, Riding is of ſingular Uſe, and Cold- 
„ bathing ; but above all, frequent bleeding 
in ſmall Quantities: For, as is before ob- 
« ſery'd, whatever keeps the Lungs cool, is 
the only Way to cure Conſumptions; and 
« I have of late experienced, that Quickſil- 
ver is the moſt beneficial Thing in all the 
© World for the Lungs, taking one Ounce 
« every Morning.” 


F this there are two Species; the one 


convulſive, the other proceeding from 
a foul Maſs of Blood. 


D TuxsE 
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Tu xs k are not hard to be diſtinguiſh'd: 


The Convulſive generally has its Paroxyſms, 
or Fits; and though you may cough with 
greater Violence, and find a much greater 
Difficulty of breathing, though you ſpit on- 
ly a frothy Subſtance, yet when the Paroxyſm 
is over, the Patient finds not much Diſ- 


order. 
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« 'TAkxe Caſtor one Dram, Salt of Steel 
half a Dram, made into very ſmall Pills, 
with Extract of Rue: Theſe you may take 
every Hour, till the Convulſion ts abated, 
drinking three Spoonfuls of the following 
Julep after each Doſe. — Take of Black- 
Cherry, and Penny-Royal Water, each 
an Ounce ; of Rue and compound Briony 
Waters, each four Ounces, with a ſmall 
Quantity of Sugar, made into a Julep. 
Or a Toad dried and powdered, made 
into Pills, and taken as above, is a moſt 


excellent Remedy. — But we are ſo wiſe 


as to take it for granted, that a Toad is a 
very poiſonous Animal : Our Mothers in- 
ſtill into us ſuch an Averſion againſt the 
poor innocent and harmleſs Creature, that 
wheneyer we ſce him, moſt certainly he 

is 
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« is ftoned to Death: Whereas, rightly 
« conſidered, he is a very great Bleſſing be- 
« ſtowed on Mankind.” 


In a ſanguinary Aſthma, or what proceeds 
from a foul Maſs of Blood, the Patient 1s 
ſeldom free; though at ſome Times much 
better than others. As when the Winds are 
Eaſterly, the Patient ſoon finds a ſenſible 
Alteration for the worſe. — Nay, I have 
been told, by thoſe that keep their Beds, that 
they have been ſenſible, in a few Minutes, 
when the Wind has ſhifted to the Eaſt ; they 
cough, and ſpit a digeſted Matter. 

Tr1s Diſeaſe rarely ſeizes People before 
they are of an advanced Age; which is the 
Reaſon it does not cauſe Conſumptions; for 
the Parenchyma, or Subſtance of the Lungs, 
is then grown ſo very hard, that it rarely 
admits of PutrefaQtion. —- The Cure of 
this laſt Aſthma does not much vary from 
that in Conſumptions. | 

WHEN it proceeds from a foul Maſs of 
Blood, it ought to be treated as in a Con. 
ſumption; only purge once or twice a Week, 
with the Purge ſet down in the Gout. 
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Ix the removing of this Diſeaſe, I don't 
remember an Inſtance of my failing in the 
Cure of any Perſon who has apply'd to me 
for Relief. I make uſe of this caſy Re- 


medy : 


Ax Ounce of Quickſilyer every Day, to 
ebe taken at what Hour the Patient pleaſes, 
and a Spoonful of the Gas of Sulphur, in 
a large Draught of Spring-water, at Five 
 « o'Clock in the Afternoon, and at Bed- 
e nme,” 


JauNDice, or Icterus, 


H1S is very viſible from the Yellow- 

neſs of the Eyes and Skin, black Urine, 
and white Stools, accompanied with great 
Sickneſs and Faintings, but little Pain. If 
the Excrements are not white, it may be 
feared the Cale is complicated; and it proves 
a Sy mptomatical Jaundice ; which is never 
to be cured by Ictericks, or ſuch Medicines 
as are commonly uſed in the Jaundice. 


Tunis Diſcaſe proceeds from'an Obſtructi- 
on of the Ductus Coledochus, which leads 


from the Gall to the Inteſtine Duodenum 5 
| the 
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the Bile not paſſing there, leaves the Ordure 
white, which otherwiſe takes its Colour from 


it; but mixing with the Blood, tinctures the 


Skin, as the Hair on the Head or Body takes 
its Dye from the Fluids. 


PARACELSUS, in his Treatiſe De Signa- 
tura Rerum, very much commends the inner 
Bark of Barberries, Turmerick, Rheubarb, 
and all Plants of a yellow Caſt, in the Cure of 
this Diſeaſe : But they are too weak, as has 
been ſufficiently experienced long ſince. — 
He likewiſe commends the Arbor Tremula 
in Agues, the Pulmonaria Maculoſa in Con- 
ſumptions, Trachelium in ſore Throats and 
Quinſeys; and ſo goes on. Neither is this 
Method wholly laid aſide by the modern 
Phyſicians, who have Recourſe to the Teeth 
of a Bear, and the Jaw- bone of a Pike, and 
the black Tips of Crabs Claws; which being 
all pointed, they take it for granted they muſt 
be very efficacious Remedies in a Pleuriſy: 
And in Conſumptions they have a no-leſs 
favourite Preſcription, call'd Catves-Pluck 
Water, with four Quarts of which they al- 
moſt drown their Patient every Day. For 
my own part, I cannot imagine what they 
propoſe, unleſs this is done out of Kindneſs 
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to the Apothecary's Apprentices, that they 
may, with the Aſſiſtance of Bacon and 
Sprouts, 9. /. live comfortably upon the 
Pluck, and regale themſelyes for ſome Time 
afterwards; and by this ſalutary Method 
infallibly eradicate all Seeds of a Conſump- 
tion in themſelves, though they have an 
hereditary Right to it. —— I mention this, 
to ſhew on what weak Foundations we often 
venture our Lives, 

Tris Diſcaſe commonly ends in ſome vio- 
lent Hzmorrage ; either by Urine, Stool, or 
a Vomica Pulmonum, which ſoon termi- 
nates in Death. —— All this may be impu- 
ted to that Alkaii Bile, which tears the very 
Arteries in Pieces, and renders the Patient in- 
curable. | | 


« OxLy take cight Grains of Turbith 

* Mineral at Four or Five in the Afternoon, 
« drinking thin Gruel, or Poſſet-drink, be- 
c tween Motions. — After four or five 
« Days repeat the Turbith, as above. — 
© In the intermediate Days take half a large 
« Spoonful of Mynſicht's Elixir of Vitriol 
„ in half a Pint of Spring-Water, three 
„Times 


a 
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« Times a Day. ——This cures any original 
« Jaundice I ever met with.“ 


Ar the Bath, I have ſeen Gentlemen fo 
far gone in this Diſeaſe, that their Faces have 
been of an exact Lemon Colour. — I have 
been- much concern'd, to think how ſmall 
a Progreſs has been made in the Art of 


Healing. 


SToxE, or Nephritis. 


HE Stone is an exquiſite Pain on the 

Ureters, or Neck of the Bladder, — 
and is cauſed by a cold Stomach, hot Reins, 
and ill Digeſtion; which ſends Crudities into 
the Blood by the Lacteals. Theſe Crudities 
paſs to the Kidneys by the Emulgent Ar- 
teries; and not being ſo readily received by 
the Emulgent Veins, make Lodgement in 
the Pelvis, or Cavity of the Kidneys, where, 
by their Heat, they ſoon petrify: And thus 
Gravel is form'd ; but never in the Bladder, 
as ſome 3 This Gravel, or ſmall 
Stones, entering the Ureters, long and nar- 
D 4 row 
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row. Paſſages of exquiſite Senſe, cauſe great 
Pains, with violent Vomitings; and the ſame 
again, when they enter the Neck of the 
Bladder and Urethra ; the Patient frequent- 
ly complaining of Pains in his Thigh ; which 
I take to proceed from the Muſcle P/oas, 
which reaches from the Reins thither. 


Arr the Relief we can afford, is to di- 
late and lubricate the Urinal Paſſages, that- 
the Stone or Gravel may paſs with leſs Dif- 
ficulty. | | 

Ir any of the ſmall Gravel ſhould acci- 
dentally adhere to any part of the Bladder, 
it, like a Snow-ball, collects the finer Part 
of the Sand, till by its Weight it falls from 
its Cyſtis on the Neck of the Bladder; and 
then nothing 1s to be done but Lithotomy, 
or Cutting. 

Tals brings melancholy Reflections on the 
unhappy Patient, ſince all the Endeavours of 
Phyſicians, Quacks, and Empyricks, to find 
out a Cure, have proved ineffectual. ——— 
Many Trials have been made to find out a 
Diſſolvent for the Stone; and ſuch have been 
found out as will break the Stone, being laid 
in your Hand. — But as nothing but an 
£xcrementitious Serum enters the Bladder, 
Ss: the 
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the Powers of every Medicine muſt be vaſtly 
weaken'd before they reach the Seat of the 
Diſtemper. 


Tux RE is little to be done to eaſe the Pa- 
tient in the Fits, or Paroxyſms, but to uſe 
ſuch Medicines as lubricate, and open the 
Paſſages; by which Means the Stone or 
Gravel will paſs more eaſily.— As Bal- 

ſam of Capiuy, taking a large Spoonful in 
any Vehicle, whether Wine or Water. I 
know it is a common Method to give ſtrong 
Diureticks in ſuch Caſes. — Now, the 
Coats of the Ureters being nervous, by ſuch 
Irritations contract themſelves, and hold the 
Stone more cloſely; whereas the Weight of 
the Urine is ſufficient to carry the Stone be- 
fore it, if the Paſſages were ſufficiently dila- 
ted. —— I] preſcribe the inmoſt Coat of the 
Gizzards of Pigeons finely powder'd, to be 
taken Night and Morning, one Scruple in a 
Glaſs of White- Wine: But you may pleaſe 
to try one Ounce of Quickſilver eyery Mor- 
ning for one Month. I have known this do 
Wonders. Clyſters often afford tome Relief, 
as Turpentine opened with the Yolk of an 
Egg, and Urine added to it, 
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« Taxt Peach-Leaves in their Perfection, 
© and dry them in the Sun, then break them 
cc pretty ſmall, and uſe them as Tea; but 
« only half the Quantity. 


I rave known it do very extraordinary 
Things in the Gravel, and equally beneficial 
to Gouty Perſons. 


PaLsSEV, or Paralylis. 


AM now entering on nervous Diſcaſes : 
As to that Part of them which compoſe 
the ſeveral Species of Palſey, it will be 
Matter of no great Difficulty to diſtinguiſh 
and explain them. Nevertheleſs, Jam ſen- 
fible, as I launch farther into this Field, and 
treat of nervous Diſeaſes at large, there will 
be great Nicety required to give their ſeve- 
ral Deſcriptions, and make them ſo plain, 
that one may not be taken for the other; or 
even that they may not be taken for acute 
Jaſes, which may prove of the worſt Conſe. 
quence to the Patient. 


Het: 
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HEeMIPLEGEHE, or Hemiplexia. 


T* I'S Species of the Palſey affects but 
one Side; which is owing to the dou- 
bling of the Dura Mater, called the Falx, 
by which the Brain is divided; fo that, unleſs 
in extraordinary Caſes, the Paralyſis is ſeldom 
met with. The great Author of Nature has 
afforded us Duplicates in almoſt eyery Parti- 
cular ; ſo that in caſe one becomes uſeleſs, or 
loſt, yet the other in a great meaſure ſup- 
plies the Defect. Thus we have two Eyes, 
two Lobes of the Lungs, two Kidneys, two 
Teſticles ; fo that one Part remaining, Viſion, 
Reſpiration, Secretion, and Generation, are 
all perform'd. The Mahometan Women, in 
the greateſt Part of Aſia, deſtroy one Teſti- 
cle: No doubt they find their Account in it, 
becauſe the Males make their Addreſſes more 
frequently, when there is a leſs Expence of 
Spirits at each Eyacuation. The Hemiple- 
gie and Paralyſis are both cured by ſuch 
Medicines as open the Obſtructions of the 
Nerves; then the Animal Spirits recover a 
free Paſſage, and all Senſation returns. 


Is 
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In Recent Caſes, this Diſtemper is ſoon 
cured. 

I was called to Mrs. Potts, the Mother 
of Mr. John Potts the Oilman. In the ſe- 
ventieth Year of her Age, ſhe, was ſeized 
with this Hemiplegie, falling down with an 
entire Lots of Senſe and Motion on one 
Side: Yet, by what I order'd her, ſhe was 
perfectly well in ten Days, and ſo continued 
many Years after. Many Inſtances of the 


like Nature I could produce, but they are at 
ſome Diſtance from Londor. 


IN this Cafe I bliſter the Arm, the Leg, 
« and the Thigh of the Side affected. I give 
4 Mercurius dulcis, and Cinnabar of Anti- 
mony, each eight or ten Grains, which I 
repeat every four or five Days. The in- 
« termediate Days, take Conſerve of Roman 
« Wormwood, Conſerve of the outward 
Rinds of Seville Oranges, each one Ounce ; 
Angelica, Nutmegs, and Ginger candied, 
cach half an Oonce; Powder of Wake- 
Robin three Drams, made into an Elec- 
tuary with Syrup of Citron. Take the 
Quantity of a large Nutmeg in the Morn- 
ing, and at Fiye of the Clock in the After- 


** noon, 
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« noon, drinking fix Spoonfuls of the follow- 
ing Tincture after.“ 

« 'TAxE the Roots of Maſter-wort, Ele- 
« campane, Angelica, each one Ounce ; 
« Leaves of Common Wormwood, Hore- 
« hound, Germander, each one Handful ; 
« Tops of Centaury and St. John's Wort, 
« each half an Handful; Juniper Berries 
« two Ounces ; the Rinds of nine Sewz/le 
„Oranges: Infuſe theſe in three Quarts of 
« White-Wine, ſtraining it off as you uſe 
“ it. The fame Method cures both Kinds 
of Pally.” 


St. Vrrus's DANcE; or Chorea 
Sancti Viti. 


T HIS is a Palſey of a more remiſs 
Kind than the foremention'd : I ne- 
ver knew any but young Perſons ſeized with 
it. If it begins in the Arm; it ſoon affects 
the Leg on the ſame Side; and ſo vice 
verſa. It neyer wears off without proper 
Means, | 1 
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Tuts admits of the ſame Method of Cure 
as the Palſey. 

THtxe is another Species of the Palſey, 
known by the Name of the Shaking Palſey. 
Tis commonly the Effect of Old- age, Intem- 
perance, or a Malum Stamen Vitæ: It ever 
proceeds from a Deficiency of Animal Spi- 
Tits. 


APOPLEXY. 


HIS, of all others, deſerves to have 
a Place amongſt the Acute Diſeaſes: 
But, as I am going to deſcribe thoſe of the 
Head, this Diſtemper, ſo remarkable, and fo 
fatal, cannot be omitted, 
WHATEVER affects the Head, muſt be 
either inflammatory, convulſive, or acciden- 
tal, as from Contuſions, Bruiſes, and the 
like. 
Tax Patient in an Apoplexy falls ſudden- 
ly to the Ground, deprived of all Senſation 


and Motion. 
SoME Phyſicians place this Diſtemper in 


the Centre of the Brain ; but that, with Sub. 
miſſion, can hardly account for the Effect it 
pro- 
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produces: Upon better Conſideration it will 
appear, that both Brains muſt be affected. 
That the Cerebrum, or great Brain, is ſo, 
appears from the Abolition of Senſe and Mo- 
tion. That the Cerebellum, or little Brain, 
receives its Stroke likewiſe, is evident from 
the great Difficulty of breathing the Patient 
labours under in this Diſeaſe , it being very 
juſtly allowed, that this Brain is the Cauſe of 
all inyoluntary Motions, of which Breathing 
muſt be one. Tis not eaſy to conceiye 
that this Diſtemper is ſo common as is pre- 
tended, when in more than forty- ſeven Years 
Practice, I have met with no more than 
two. 

VRM often the Denomination of this Diſ- 
eaſe is given to Epi lepſies, and many Times 
to high Hy pocondraical Effects. 

THERE are two Cauſes of A poplexies: 
Blood extravaſated in the cortical Part of the 
Brain; or Convulſions, that immediately ob- 
ſtruct the Animal Spirits. 

Tx firſt of theſe is incurable, it being 
impoſſible to draw the extravaſated Blood 
off; the latter, by proper Remedies, has 
been often removed, and the Patient cu- 


red. 
« Hrgy 
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« HicH Bleeding may be of Uſe. Take 
« of Mercurius Dulcis, Cinnabar of Anti- 
« mony, each one Scruple, made into a Bo- 
« lus with Conſerve of Hips. Give ſuch 
«© Things as cauſe Sneezing ; as the Roots of 
« Hellebore, or the Leaves of Aſſarabacca 
« powder'd. Bruiſe Garlick, which you 
« may apply to the Hand, Wriſts, and 
« Soles of the Feet. Likewiſe give the 
« Julep deſcribed in the Convulſive Aſthma, 
« making it very ſtrong with Spirit of Sal 
« Armoniac.” 


FALLING-SICKNESS, or. 


Epilepſ y. 


H I S Diſtemper muſt be convulſive, 
it being impoſſible for any inflamma- 
tory Diſeaſe to ſeize the Patient fo ſurpri- 
ſingly ; for he would complain of Verti- 
goes, or great Pains in the Head, before the 
Paroxyſm; whereas it gives its Stroke with- 
out any previous Symptom, much like an 
Apoplexy, and is too often taken for that 
Diſtemper; as I have before obſcry'd. This 
affects 
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affects likewiſe both Brains; which is viſible 
from its' taking away all Senſe and Motion, 
and is attended with a Dyſpnaea, or Dith- 
culty of breathing, yet not᷑ ſo great as in 
Apoplexies. 

Ir plainly differs from other Convulſive 
Diſeaſes ; ſince, in this Caſe, the Patient al- 
ways falls on his Back, and is thrown down 
with great Violence, foaming much at the 
Mouth. | 

*Tis cured by proper Neuroticks, little 
differing from the Methods of Cure in other 
Nervous Caſes. 

Du Rix the Paroxyſm, what is areſcribed 
in the Apoplexy is not amiſs, Bleeding ex- 
cepted. But to prevent Ramme, take as 
preſcribed in the Convulſive Aſthma, All 
Convulſions proceeding pretty much from 
the fame Cauſe, which we call an Ataxie, or 
irregular Motion of the Animal Spirits, 
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H rOCONDRIAcAL and HysTE- 
RICALDBEBEASES, Morbus Hy- 
pocondriacus & Hyltericus. 


E RE are two different Names for 
the ſame Diſtemper; nor can they be 
diſtingniſh'd otherwiſe than thus: What we 
call Hypocondriacal in Men, we term Hy fte- 
rical in Women, I ſhall enter only on Hy- 
ſterical Effects, becauſe they are more com- 
mon, and more viſible in the finer Sex. 
THtRE is no Diſeaſe incident to Human 
Bodies but theſe Hyſtericiſms will counter- 
feit ſo exactly, that without the greateſt Cau- 
tion the Phyſician muſt be deceiy'd. 
As when it ſeizes the Head, it cauſes vio- 
lent Pains, Vertigoes, ſtrong Convulſions, 


with Deprivation of Senſe ; when it affects 


the Eyes with Loſs of Sight for the preſent, 
great Quantities of pure Water iſſuing from 
them. 

Wurm the Heart, Palpitations. 

Wuex the Lungs, Succuſſions or Congh- 
ing; in fome, much reſembling the Barking 


* WIEN 


(51) 

Wu the Gullet, or Exphagus, Suffoca- 

tion, with a great Swelling riſing up to the 

Throat: When the Side, a Pleuriſy: When 

the Stomach, Sickneſs, Pain, and Vomit- 
| 

Wurx the Inteſtines, the Cholick, often 
accompanied with a Diarrhea, or Looſe- 
neſs. 

WHenx the Kidneys and Neck of the Blad- 
der, it many Times cauſes a total Suppreſ- 
ſion of the Urine, with Pains ſo like thoſe 
cauſed hy the Grayel or the Stone, that it is 
impoſſible, 1%, d guvantibus © Iedentibus, 
to diſtinguiſh. one from the other : When the 
Womb, all Diſtempers appear that are inei- 
dent to it; all the Muſcles and Joints are 
affected with Swellings, follow'd with tortu- 
ring Pains without Inflammation. 

Nrirh EAN are the Teeth or Nails free: 


The Skin ſhall be often affected, becoming 


hot and dry, as in a burning Fever, 

Tre Scorbiculum Cordis, or Pit of the 
Stomach, is very often much diſorder'd with 
Pains, Tremblings, and Sinkings, which of- 


ten cauſe ſudden Motions to make Urine; 


which is not only larger in Quantity than 


E * ufſua, 
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uſual, but pale, and clear as Water from 0 


Poujicain. 
Taz Reaſon why the Pit of us Stomach 


is ſo generally affected, is, becaufe there is 


a Plexus, or Net of Nerves, meeting there; 
which is a plain Indication, that all the ſe- 
veral Symptoms above mentioned are Ner- 
vous. 

I rROCEED to enquire into the Cauſe of 
ſo great a Variety of Symptoms, which is 
from an Ataxie, as we call it, or an irregular 
Motion of the Animal Spirits, which Porte 
from a Weakneſs of them; ſo that the leaſt 


Noiſe, Surprize, Trouble, Anger, or any 


other Paſſion of the Mind, immediately brings 
on the greateſt Diſorders and Confuſions, and 
makes the Patient prefently blown up with 
Wind | in almoſt every Part. 

Tuts Diſeaſe, which has the ſeveral Ap- 
pearances of almoſt all acute Diſeaſes, with- 
out Matter or Corruption of the Fluids, 
makes me wonder that Phyſicians ſhould 
begin with Bleeding, Vomiting, Purging, and 
Bliſtering ; and after that, have Recoürſe to 
Fontanels, or Iſſues; then Steel, Bitters, O- 
piates, and the like; all directly contrary to 
the Practice before ſer down. Steel in Sub- 
ſtance 


— II ——_— 


as 


( 53 ) 


ſtance is very pernicious to human Bodies: 
Bitters rarely have their deſired Effects: O- 
piates only palliate, and at the ſame Time 
give deeper Root to the Diſeaſe. The laſt 
Remedics preſcribed, are Bath Waters, which 
are really good to repair decay d Spirits. 

Tax only Help which can be adminiſter'd 
in this Diforder, is to fortify the Animal 
Spirits, and ſtrengthen the Genus Nervoſum : 
W hich is done by proper Neuroticks, Deop- 
pilatives, and ſuch as ftrengthen the Sto- 
mach, and help Digeſtion. In all theſe 
there are no Evacuations; and yet it may be 
affirm'd, theſe are proper Remedies in the 
aboye-mention'd Diſtemper. 

I $HALL be very particular in my Ac- 
count of every Thing that I ever found was 
of any Relief, or of any Uſe in theſe Caſes ; 
which often proceeding from Diſorders of the 
Womb, it is of very great Import to ſee that 
Nature does her Part ; that her Returns are 
regular, neither abounding, nor too ſparing : 
either of which, often cauſe Barrenneſs. In 
the firſt, uſe this Method ; 


© BIEED twelve Ounces from the Arm, 
three or four Days before the Return of 
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«© Nature is expected. Take large Quanti- 
© ties of Myn/icht*s Elixir of Vitriol, half a 
large Spoonful in half a Pint of Spring 
« Water, three or four Times a Day ; or of 
* Eaton's Stiptick. Take of the Plaiſter 
« De Minto, and the Rupture-Plaiſter, each 
«© alike Quantity; two or three Drams of 
the Loadſtone finely powder?d: Put this 
„ to the Reins of the Back, avoiding all 
* Meats or Drinks that any way heat or in- 


flame the Blood.?? 


Wu RE Nature is wanting, uſe the fol- 


lowing Receipt : 


© TaxeE Salt of Steel one Ounce, Extract 


* of Rue; make theſe into Pills: Take one 


going to Bed, and another in the Morn- 
* ing; ſo increaſe till you take five Pills 
« Night and Morning, drinking three or 
&« four Spoonfuls of the Julep preſcribed in 
« the Convulſive Aſthma: Or take Mau- 


& feht's Tincture of Steel, and Elixir Pre- 


« prietatis, cach a like Quantity, Of this 
you may take a large Spoonful in half a 
ce Pint of Spring Water, firſt in the Morn- 
* ing, and at Five in the Afternoon, for a 


Month: Wear a Galbanum Plaiſter to your 


* Navel, The Pills and Juleps in the Con- 
N yullive 
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“ yulſive Aſthma, taken and repeated every 
« two or three Hours, when the Symptoms 
« are at the higheſt, ſoon put a Stop to them. 
© The Indiant at the Malucco Iſlands, and 
« the Ladies at Smyrna, often take Quick- 
« filyer as a Remedy againſt Barrenneſs. An 
“ Ounce may be taken once a Day for a 
Month or two.“ 


GREEN-SICK NESS, o Chloroſis. 


H IT S Diſeaſe is incident to the Fe- 


male Sex only; and that for the moſt 
part in the Time of their Virginity. This 
formerly appear d near the uſual Time of the 
Coming of the Menſtrua ; but ſince Mo- 
thers have been ſo fooliſhly deſirous for nice 
Shapes for their Children, and in their ten- 
der Years have laced them ſo very ſtrait, 
they haye not only brought this Diſtemper 
on more early, but cauſed great Crookedneſs 
and Deformity of Body. To go farther: 
It fo depraves the Juices of the Stomach, 
that the true Appetitions of Nature are 
wholly loſt : For what good Stomach cal- 
led for Leather of old Trunks, Woollen of 
4: Lin. 
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Linnen Rags, Cork, Nut-Shells, and almoſt 
every Thing that a healthy Stomach would 
nauſeate? 

Tuts Piſtemper is ended with great 
Pains' m the Stomach, Shortneſs of Breath, 
With an Aryeriion to all manner of. Motida: 
For theſe Reaſons, one would think, all Mo- 
thers ſhould become avow'd Enemies to 
lacing their Daughters, till they are in their 
Teens at ſooneſt; and not to act as if that 
wiſe Being, who formed us ſo perfect in the 


Womb, was ignorant how to model and 


ſhape us while we arc growing to Years of 
Maturity. | 

Tax ill Conſequences that daily attend 
this Practice, might be thought ſufficient to 
deter Parents from it. 

Lr Mankind take a View of barbarous 
Countries, as I have done; contemplate thoſe 
People, where Gop and Nature have only 
been: Obſerve in what Order and Delicacy 
their Muſcles are placed; how ftrong their 
Bodies; how taper their Limbs. There are 
no full Shoulders, nor gummy Thighs or 
Legs, nor any Deformity: All Parts are con- 
ſpicuous, ſince the Natives have no more 
Cloathing than what our Firſt Parents had 

during 
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during the ſhort- Time of their Innocence. 


In ſome Places, they have not fo much as a 
Fig-Leaf to conceal the — of either 


Sex. 


fion : Since Mention has been made of Ma. 
thers, I can't but obſerve how zeligioufly 
they reſtrain their Children from eating green 
Fruit, from a Notion that it breeds Worms: 

However ſingular I may appear in my Opi- 


nion, I hold the contrary to be true; green 
Fruit being rather a great Deſtoyer of Ver- 


min. 


Tis Ripe Fruits that breed Worms; for 


it is manifeſt all animal Corruption turns to 


Vermin; and the ſame in vegetable Putre- 


faction. Now ripe Fruits being the laſt 
Fermentation of Perfection, or rather the firſt 
of Putrefaction, the Vermicular Ovaria muſt 
be very pregnant; which, when recety'd in 


a depraved Stomach, may prove as proper a 
Nidus for their Vivification, as the Corrup- 


tion in which they are inveloped. 
Tn moſt offenfive, and moſt dangerous of 


all Species of Vermin, are not viſible to the 


naked Eye. 


» 


Fox 


Tus Reader wut pardow hen nE 
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Fox ſome Years laſt paſt, I have not ſo 
ealily aſſented to ſeveral reeeiv'd Opinions 
in natural Philoſophy, as many others have il 
done, who are ready Jurare in verba alicu- 
jus Magiſtri, but have thoroughly weigh'd 
and conſider d them ſo far, as to be convinc d 
that they are, for the Generality, falſe. I ſhall 
ſet down one vulgar Error more. 

*T ts a generally-receiy'd Notion, nay, even 
amongſt many Gentlemen of the Faculty, 
the Quickſilver is Poiſon : If ſuch Perſons 
are not aſhamed of their being no better na- 
tural Philoſophers, I have no Reaſon to be 
under Confuſion of Face for them. 

TukIX Opinion is a Sign they have tra- 
velled far at home. 

Lr them take a Trip to Hungary, and 
viſit the Mines where the Quickſilver is dug; 
they may there ſee Slaves working entirely 
naked, to prevent the ſtealing this precious 
Jelly of Metals, as it may be called; yet 
every Day ſwallow ſo much, that they buy 

a Choppin of Drink with it at Night. | 

SEVERAL Phyſictans have enquired of my 
Patients, To what End do I give it? Wherein 
can the Efficacy or Power of it conſiſt? If 

a. they 
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they do not know, what follows may ſerve for 
Inſtruction. 

FiRsr, it ſecures the Patient from all Ver. 
micular Diſeaſes, of which no Practitioner 
can be ſufficiently appriz d, that has not ſpent 
ſome Time in hot Climates. 

Nexr, it opens all Obſtructions, which 
are ſuppoſed to be n general Cauſe of 
Diſeaſes. 

LasTLY, it makes a pure Balſam of the 
Blood, beyond all other Things in the Crea- 
tion. Otherwiſe, why cannot- Venereal Ul- 
cers be cured without it? We often ſee thoſe 
Sores in a Salivation grow well, without the 
Help of a Surgeon. . . 

T pts1RE to know, Why I am called The 
Duickſilver Doctor, by way of Deriſion ? 
Pray do not you, Gentlemen Phyſicians, Sur- 
geons, and Apothecaries, preſcribe it almoſt 
every Day of your Lives? I aver, you do: 
Only you diſguiſe it; and I give it in ſuch 
an open honeſt Manner, that my Patient 
cannot be decety'd in taking it. Let me ask 
you, What is your Mthiops Mineral? Is it 
not Quickſilver ground to a black Powder, 
with Brimſtone, and in as great Eſteem with 
you as any of your Medicines ? A very in- 

genious 
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genious Phyſician ſays, This is like ftriking 
a Man with your Sword in the Scabbard ; 
and were it poſſible to have found a worſe 
Menſtruum than Sulphur, I do not know 
whether it ought not even then to have been 
tried. Certainly this Medicine ſhews a more 
than common Virtue, which can thus power- 
fully exert itſelf, when bound down by 0 
contrary a Quality. 

A PATIE Nx of mine, a Gentleman of Re- 
putation and Figure, was lately taking of 
Quickſilver by my Direction. He told me, 
one of the moſt eminent Phyſicians here in 
Town ſaid, He was very ſorry to hear that 
I had put him under a Courſe of Quickſilver, 
and affirm'd it to be the moſt dangerous Me- 
dicine in the whole World, ad viſing him by 
all Means to leave it off; when this Gentle- 
man, at the ſame Time, was intimately ac- 
quainted with a Perſon who had the ſame 
Indiſpoſition with his own, and had Quickſil- 
ver preſcrib'd him by this very Doctor. He 
told me, beſides, in what Manner he gave it; 
which a Man who had ſtudied Phyſick only 
a Month, would have thought no ſmall Re- 
flection upon his Judgment. I wiſh my 
Patient would have given me his Name, it 

ſhould 
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ſhould have been put down in Words at 
fall Length, for the Er Good of Man- 
kind. 
Read the Second Part of the Hof pital 
Su rgeon, of the Nature and Vi Irtues 
of Omctſttver.] 

Belloſt, the Author of this Book, calls it 
the Miracle of Nature, and the greateſt Gift 
of Gop in the whole Materia Medica. 

I ArPEAL to the Reader, if ſuch a Per- 
ſon as I lately mention'd deſerves the Title 
of Doffor. As for my Part, though I am 
but a poor Batchelor in Phyſick, I ſhall for 
ever ſcorn ſo mean, ſo diſt onourable a Beha- 
viour. 

Tux following Paragraphs are taken out 
of the Writings of two learned Phyſicians, 
and will convince the World that I am not 


lingle in the good Opinion I have of Quick- 
ſilver. 


Hv found the continua! Uſe of 
* Athiops Mineralis to be not only ſafe, 
* but always effectual; which is generally 

« poſtponed tothe other Preparations of Mer- 
«<eury-upon this Account only, becauſe it 
8 * is the moſt caſily prepared of them all. 
| „ 
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Thus the Operation of Quickſilver holds 
untyerſally the ſame ; which, however 
conſtant it may be, hinders not yet in the 
leaſt, but that Quickſilyer may be endow- 
ed allo with other Properties; for it not 
only opens obſtructed Veſſels, but alſo as 
conſtantly blunts the Points of Acids. 
Friend*s Emenologia, Chap. xiv.” 

« Ix AMthiops Mineral, and Cinnabar of 
Antimony, the Mercury is ſo bridled up 
by the Sulphur, that none of their ſenſible 
Operations and Appearances are felt, while 
they produce wonderful Changes in the 
Body. I cannot paſs over Mthiops Mi- 
neral without preſſing its more univerſal 
Uſe therein, for ought I know, it has yet 
had in common Practice. It is one of the 
moſt certain and uni verſal Alteratives, if 
doſed ſufficiently, and long enough per- 
ſiſted in, of all the Diſpenſatory. It ra- 
dically extirpates the Itch, Piles, ſcorbutic 
and ſcrophulous Ulcers; all cutaneous 
Foulneſſes; all Inflammations and Fluxi- 
ons of the Eyes; all internal Ulcers, 
Rheumatiſms, White Swellings, ſharp Hu- 
mours in the Stomach and Guts; and al- 


moſt all Diſtempers ariſing from ſizy Jui- 
ces: 


cc 


cc 
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ces: I ſay it cures theſe, if Art can do it. 
It may be given almoſt to half an Ounce 


« a Day, cſpecially with interſperſed Mer- 
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curial Purges, without Trouble or any ſen- 


ſible Operation, and may be continued a 


Twelvemonth, if one pleaſes. I have had 
frequent Occaſion of trying the Athiops 
in different Caſes, ſince the firſt Edition of 
my . Treatiſe, and never without Succeſs, 
Amongſt others, I tried it upon a Perſon of 
an exceeding groſs corpulent habit who had 
paſs'd the Meridian of Lite, for a ſpreading, 
foul, ſcorbutic Ulcer, which had affected 
the whole Ancle for more than a Span- 
Length quite round,and was pretty deep in 
the Outſide. He took three Drams, made 
up with Syrup of Lemons, twice a Day 
for four Months ſucceſſively, and a gentle 
Mercurial Purge once in ten Days : This 
with a low cool Diet, and proper Dreſlings, 
heal'd it quite up, when it was generally 
thought ſcarce any Medicine, eſpecially 
ſo eaſy a one, would ever finiſh ſuch a 
Cure in ſuch a Conſtitution. The Æthiops 
was taken without any Diſguſt, Trouble, 
or Interruption of Buſineſs; and it was 


« obſervable, (and it is for the fake of this 


( Ob. 
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ec Obſervation chiefly that I mention this In- 
& ſtance,) that the very Æthiops itſelf, af. 
ec ter the Body had been fully repleniſh'd 
« with it, in two Months Time forced itſelf 
4 through the ſound Part of the Leg and 
cc Shin, and ſtuck to thoſe Parts of the Plaiſter 
ce that cover'd them, in its proper Subſtance 
« and Colour; which ſhews how readily this 
Medicine paſſes through the ſmall-Veſlels 
« of the Glands. This very Method never 
&« fails to cure Ophthalmia?s, even ſcrophu- 
“ lous ones; and is a moſt certain Remedy 
« in an Ulcer of the Bladder, as I have al- 


<«< ways found, if given in a ſufficient Doſe, 
and perſiſted in a ſufficient Time.“ 


 Cheyne*s Eſſay on the Gout, 
Edit. 2. pag. 48, Gc. 


Muck may be ſaid to ſhew the Impoſſi- 
bility of Quickſilver doing any Damage to 
the Patient; what gives Offence to Nature, 
is, what we term FHpiculæ, Points or Edges. 
Now Quickſilver always retaining a globu- 
lar Figure, together with the Softneſs of its 
Body, no Harm can happen from the Uſe of 
it; only this I would adviſe the Patient, that 
he get a ſmall Crucible, put into it the Quan- 

tity 
8 
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tity of a Piſtol· bullet of Quickſil ver; ſet the 
Crucible on the Fire, if any of the ſoſt Me- 
tals are put to it, they will remain, and the 
Quickſil ver fly off. Note, a Pound of Lead 
coſts two Pence, and a Pound of Quickſilvet 
eight or ten Shillings J The Profit that ariſes 
may be one Cauſe of its Adulteration, and 
another to bring the Medicine into Diſre- 
putes | 

Eur let him take particular Care not to 
hang his Head over it; for the Effluvia are 
a Poiſon of the moſt ſabtile Nature. 


Now does any Thing ſo uſeful, fo benefi- 
ctal to Mankind, deſerve to be 0 much ex- 
ploded, and treated with ſo much Calumny? 
But amongſt all their falſe Inſinuations, let 
them bring one ſingle Inſtance, well atteſted, 
of the Damage any one has received from it. 
Though I believe there never was a Medi- 
cine given, but ſometimes has proved not on- 
ly detrimental to the Patient, but even Death 
itſelf has enſued, eſpecially when miſapplied : 
Witneſs the ſo much- celebrated Gaſcoign's 
Powder, which occaſions yearly the Loſs of 
many thouſand Subjects to the Crown. | ayer, 
Quickſilver neyer did any harm to the Patient, 


F | which 
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which is more than can be ſaid of any other 
Medicine. | 

Tu ERx is another prevailing Opinion, That | 
Acids are the Cauſe of almoſt all Diſeaſes : 
Whereas they are not liable to Corruption, 
therefore muſt keep he Fluids pure, and 
without any Contamination : Nor can they | 
be the Cauſe of any Fever, becaule they are 
the greateſt Coolers we know of; neither oan 
they be the Cauſe of any cutaneous Eruption, 
becauſe I know, by Expericnce, (as I could 
bring many to teſtify,) that they are a very 
powerful and effectual Remedy againſt ſuch 
Diſtempers. 

I xxow no Method more proper than 
what 1s laid down in the foregoing Chapter, 
where Nature is wanting. 


KinG's-F.v1L, or Scrofula, 


S either Hereditary or Accidental, is ſcated 
in the Blood, and uſually deſcends to 
the Children, if either of the Parents ever 


had it. 
Tris 
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Tuis Diſeaſe is ſeldom met with, but in 
young People. It generally appears firſt in 
the Glands of the Throat, with hard Swel- 
lings of a livid Colour, flow in coming to a 
Maturation, bearing the Touch without much 
Uneaſineſs, being attended with leſs Pain and 
Soreneſs than any other Ulcer, of what Kind 
ſoever. 

Tu Accidental proceeds from any old 
Ulcer that has been long in curing, or from 
any Inflammation of the Eyes, which I have 
obſerv'd, in a very ſhort Time, to become 
{crofulous. 

Tux Hands, Feet, or any other Part, may 
be affected with it. Before the Patient comes 
to be Twenty-five Years of Age, 'tis rare but 
this Diſtemper naturally wears off. I was, 
ſome Years ſince, called to a Merchant's Son 
in this City, about fix Years old: He had 
this Diſeaſe, in a violent Degree, in his pri- 
vate Parts, which were ſwelled to a prodigi- 
ous Size; and at the fame Time afflicted 
with no leſs than ſeven Ulcers, I order'd 
him a Diet-Drink : Upon taking of which, 
the Swelling abated, and the Ulcers grew 
well, without any other Application than 
dry Lint. 

F 2 THE 
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Tax Spring following, this Diſtemper 
threatened a Return; but upon the Repeti- 
tion of the Diet-Drink he was perfectly re- 
covered. 


« TaAxk Mercurius Dulcis one Dram, An- 
e timony reviv'd half a Dram. You may 
give of this Medicine three, four, or five 
% Grains, according to the Age or Strength 
« of the Patient. Take this twice a Week.“ 


I the intermediate Days, uſe the Diet- 
Drink 1 | 


« TREE of the Leayes of Senna half a 
« Pound, the Root of Monks Rheubarb ſe- 
% yen Ounces, the Roots of the ſharp · point- 
ed Dock, the Roots of Poly pody of the 
« Oak, of each four Ounces, the Roots of 
« Mizerion three Ounces and a half, Rue 
« leaved, Whitlow-Graſs, three Handfuls, 
« Rinds of Oranges dried fix Ounces, crude 
« Antimony groſly powder d one Pound. 
« Slice and bruiſe theſe ; then put them in 
« a Bag, and boil them in four Gallons and 
« half of middling Drink, to three Gallons. 


« Take half a Pint every Morning, increa- 
ſing 
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« ſing or leſſening the Doſe according to its 
Operation. By this very Method 1 hae 
e cured great Numbers,” 


ELETHANTIAS 18. 


"HE. worde, and moſt obſtinate of Cuta- 
neous Diſcaſes: Tis Vermicular, 

Tine Species of Eruption does not always 
appear the fame; ſometimes it breaks out 
like ſmall Boils, of ſeveral Colours; ſome 
yellow, ſome again white, and others of a 
hyid Complexion, This laſt Sort ſometimes 
brings off the Patient's Nails. I had a Gen- 
tlewotnan, in this Town, in this miſerable 
Condition; yet, in a ſhort Time, ſhe was 
perfectiy well. In ſome, this Diſtemper ap- 
pears in an infinite Number of Water-Blad- 
ders, from whence iſſue great Quantities of 
a falt briny Matter, of fo corrofive a Quali- 
ty, that where it falls, it excoriates. Sali va- 
tion, in theſe Cafes, has been tried without 
Succeſs ; yet the Diſtemper yields to Reme- 
_ in ns os ha yiolent. 
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LtprRosY oF THE GREEKs, or 
Lepra Grecorum. 


T HIS appears in a broad white Scale, 
ſurrounded with a ſmall Circle of Red, 
but almoſt even with the Skin; which, as 
People grow in Years, for the moſt part gets 
Ground ; ſo that in Proceſs of Time the Pa. 
tient becomes very uneaſy. This Diſeaſe is 
rarely cured ; becauſe the Nature of it is for 
the moſt part miſtaken, by reaſon Phyſicians 
ſuppoſe it to proceed from an acid Quality 
in the Fluids; for which Reaſon they pour in 
Alkalious Remedics of all Sorts, which only 
add to the Matter of the Diſeaſe. Now, if 
any Perſon deſires to be ſatisfied of this 
Miſtake, I will venture to give ſuch Proof 
of it, as ſhall be convincing, from the Expe- 
rience of many Learned Men, that there is 
no Acid of any Kind in the Fluids; as Pit. 
cairn ſays, the famous Mr. Boyle afflerts. 
Sir John Colebatch's Experiment with the 
Syrup of Violets is ſufficient, to go no far- 
ther. Dr. Borehaave is in the ſame Way 
of Thinking, * | 


Bur 
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Bor why ſhould Men of Art be ſo averſe 
to Cold-bathing in this Caſe ? The [/rae/ztes 
were famous for an itchy ſeabby People; 
and the only Remedy we find they made uſe 
of, was Immerſion in cold Water, 

PursiciAxs object, That the Immerſion in 
cold Water, in Cutaneous Caſes, has often 
thrown this corrupt Matter on the Lungs, 
and cauſed Conſumptions. If they can make 
this appear from one ſingle Inſtance, it may 
give ſome Satisfaction as to what they aſſert; 
though it will be far from proving their 
Concluſion to be true. What they ſay of 
Cold Bathing, is very different from what I 
have experienc'd in Practice, and from my 
Way of Thinking. 

Uron the Patient's Immerſing in the moſt 
intenſe cold Water that can poſſibly be found, 
all the Heat is flung from the Surface of the 
Body, into its moſt inward Parts; when the 
Patient comes out, the Heat returning from 
whence it came, performs its Motion with 
that Elaſticity and Force, that it fills the 
Skin with vaſt Numbers of cutaneous Spots, 
by which the Blood becomes much finer, 
and thoſe corrupt Pants of the Fluids are 
diſcharged. For the Truth of this, I ap- 
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peal to every one Gig immerſes in very cold 
Water. 

Ir may be farther preſumed, That where- 
as the Patient often complains of flying Pains 
in the Muſcles, which occaſion a great Inabi- 
lity to Motion. This Diſorder, generally 
ſpeaking, is cauſed from Wind blowing up 
the Muſcles beyond their due Tenſion: In 
which Caſe they will receive Benefit, not 
only from the cold Quality of the Water, 
hut more from the Weight of it, which preſ- 
ſes the Muſcles into their due Places; ſo 
that you find your 1 ſelf inſtantly fitter for 
Motion. 

In ſome Parts of Af ia, as ſoon as any one 
complains of Pains in their Muſcles and 
Bones, their Friends immediately throw them 
on the Ground, and kneel on them, at 
length, by preſſing their Muſcles, they are 
ſenſible of Relief. 

I navE dwelt the longer on this Head, 
becauſe I would have CoA Bathing grow as 
univerſal as, I hope, Inoculation in a ſhort 
Time will do. And now I have mentioned 
Inoculation, I ſhould think it unpardonable, 
if I ſhould take no Notice of her Majeſty, as 
a great Promoter and Encourager of this., 


Prac- 
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Practice · I believe the World wilt readity 
allow me, that her Majeſty 4s as much fil 
perior in her Underſtanding, to the Genera- 
lity of her Sex, as ſhe is ſuperfor to them in 
that Station in which Providence, fo happily 
for Mankind, has placed her. How many 
are there that are ready to run into any 
Mode or Faſhion, though never fo extrava- 
gant, if it has but the Sanction of the Great ? 
Let fuch, on this Occaſion, imitate their 
Queen. Is it poſſible they can be ſollicitous 
in Matters of a triffing Nature, and ſhew lit- 
tle or no Regard to what is of infinite Im- 
portance to Mankind? Inocnlation is as be- 
neficiat an Invention, in every Reſpect, as 
either this Age, or any of the preceding ones, 
ha ve produced : Yet, what is very ſurpri- 
zing, it meets with little Encouragement. 
from the Ladies. Is Beauty, that arrives to 
ſuch a Perfection in an Engliſh Climate, of 
ſo little Importance, that it is beneath our 
Care? What miſerable Havock, what terri- 
ble Changes bas this © one Diſtempes produced 
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Creation? The Ladies may poſſibly file 


to hear a Man ot Seyenty. uſe ſuch warm 
Ex- 
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Expreſſions; but I will venture to oy with 
Mr. Dryden, That 


Old as I am, for Ladies Love unfit, 
The Power of Beauty I remember yet. 


I therefore lament the ſmall and inconſide- 
rable Progreſs which Inoculation has as yet 
made in Great Britain. 

As to that ridiculous Aſperſion ſome Peo- 
ple have caſt upon it, by calling it a Tempt- 
ing of Gop, and bringing Diſeaſes upon our 
ſelves ; This, to a thinking Perſon, muſt ap- 
pear ſo frivolous, that it ſcarcely deſerves an 
Anſwer. Is there one ſingle Paſſage in the 
whole Sacred Writings, that reſtrains Man- 
kind from anticipating an Evil, by making 
uſe of the proper Precautions for preventing 
it ? If theſe ſcrupulous Gentlemen, whoſe 
Conſciences were not always ſo ſtrait-laced, 
will produce me but one ſingle Inſtance of 
an abſolute Prohibition from Things of this 
Nature, IL will readily acquieſce, and willingly 
retract my Error. I beg my Reader's pardon 
for ſo long a Digreſſion; but! hope the Im- 
portance of the Subject will ſufficiently attone 
for it. I can aſſure them, what has been 


ſaid 
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aid on this Occaſion, is not from any View 
to my own private Intereſt, but merely out 
of Regard to the general Good of Man- 
kind. 


BaAxNxT Iren, or Pruritus 
v _ Farinus. 


H I S Sort of Eruption is much like 
Bran, from whence it takes its Name. 
Tis pretty univeſal, ſpreading all over the 
Body and Limbs; but is much eaſier cured 
than either of the former. 
Tis cured by the ſame Method with ang 
Leproſy of the Greeks, 


Irc, or Pruritus. 


HIS is the moſt common of all, very 

much infeſting the Sea-Coaſts of 
England, Scotland, and Ireland; and is ve- 
ry contagious. It is cauſed generally by Fil- 
thineſs, and feeding much upon Fiſh. This 


even the IIliterate allow to be yermicular. 
In 
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In hot Climites I have ſee the Vermin 
moving in the Puſtles. The Remedies which 
are uſed, undeniably prove the Difeaſe to be 
very vermicular; for all Mercurial Oint- 
ments and Waſhes, nay, a Quickſil ver Gir- 
dle, are the common Remedies; and we know 
nothing that fo infallibly deſtroys Wotrhs as 
Mercury. 

I SHALL now proceed to give a Deſcrip- 
tion of moſt. of the Acute Diſeaſes amongſt 
us, as I haye done of the Chronic, except a 
Lethargy, which proceeds from too moiſt a 
Brain, and needs no Deſcription, 


* Fart one Quart of Spring- Water, diſ- 
« ſolve in it one Dram of Sublimate, Cream 
© of Tartar half an Onnce: Waſh the 
“ Puſtles over with this at Night going to 
© Bed: Change your Linnen, and in three 
Nights at fartheſt you ſhall be well. Tis 
s neceſlary at leaſt to purge. I likewiſe re- 
* commend Bleeding. 


PLAGUZ, 
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Pracus, or peſtis 


SHALL begin with what the Learned 

Dr. Willis ſays of it: Natura peſtis 

miaſmate virulento & ſpiritual: fundatur, 4 

aus Effluvia vaporoſa quague ver ſus diffuſa 

adeo potenter ſe explicant, ut vel ex minimo 

ſeminario feracem mortis & exatu {e Beten 
cito propagent. 

By this he only deſign'd to deſcribe after 
what Manner the Infection is convey'd ; 
which ſeems very reaſonable. Take the De- 
ſcription of this Diſtemper as follows: 

IT begins, as all other Fevers do, with In- 
termiſſions of Heat and Cold; the Symp- 
toms are higher than in any other Fever; 
intenſe Thirſt, violent Vomitings, Pains in 
the Head, Back, Joints, and all over the 
Muſcles ; a total Failure and Proſtration of 
all Strength and Ability, as if there was, as in 
Reality there is, a general Mortification of all 
the Fluids enſuing- 

TRR Appearances, which come on in a few 
Hours, are what we call Petechiæ, or black 
Spots, with a Bubo or inflammatory Swel- 

ling 
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ling in the Groin, or ſome other of the E- 
munctories. 

TH1s Diſeaſe is very ſoon at a Criſis, in 
three or four Days at the fartheſt, but gene- 
rally ſooner. 

Wren I took by Storm the two Cities of 
Guaiaquil, under the Line, in the South Seas, 
it happen'd, that not long before, the Plague 
had raged amongſt them. For our better 
Security, therefore, and keeping our People 
together, we lay in their Churches, and like- 
wiſe brought thither the Plunder of the 
Cities: We were very much annoy?d with 
the Smell of dead Bodies. Theſe Bodies 
could hardly be faid to be buried; for the 
Spaniards abroad uſe no Coffins, but throw 
ſeveral dead Bodies one upon another, with 
only a Draw. board over them; ſo that it is 
no Wonder we receiv'd the Infection. 


Ix a very few Days after we got on board, 
one of the Surgeons came to me, to acquaint 
me, that ſeveral of my Men were taken efter 
a violent Manner, with that Languor of Spi- 
rits, that they were not able to move. I im- 
mediately went among them, and, to my 
great Surprize, ſoon diſcerned what was the 
Matter. In leſs than Forty-eight Hours we 

had. 


hai 
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bad in our ſeveral Ships one hundred and 
eighty Men in this miſerable Condition. 


I orDER'D the Surgeons to bleed them in 
both Arms, and to go round to them all, with 
Command to leave them bleeding till all 
were blooded, and then come and tie them up 
in their Turns. Thus they lay bleeding and 
fainting, ſo long, that I could not conceiye 
they could loſe leſs than an hundred Ounces 
each Man. 


Ir we had loſt ſo great a Number of our 
People, the' poor Remains muſt infallibly 
have periſh'd. I began to conſider, that 
the Plague was no more than a Feyer of the 
moſt exalted Kind; and ſo Duro huic nodo 
durior adbuc cuneus adhibendus. A Fever 
we define to be Aucta ſanguinis Fermenta- 
tio ſanguini & humoribus inducta. The on- 
ly Intention of Healing, muſt be to abate 
that preternatural Fermentation, and reſiſt 
Putre faction, which muſt be by large Quan- 
tities of cooling and diluting Liquors. We 
had on board Oil and Spirit of Vitriol ſuffi- 
cient, which I cauſed to be mixed with Wa- 
ter to the Acidity of a Lemon, and made 
them drink very freely of it; ſo that not- 
withſtanding we had one hundred and eighty 

odd 


C 


ddd down in this moſt fatal Diſtemper; yet 
we loſt no more than ſeyer or eight; and 
eyen theſe owed their Deaths to the ſtrong 


Liquors which their Meſs-Mates procured 
for them. 


Tr had all ae which in the great 
Plague they call Tokens ; few. or none of the 
Spaniards eſcaped Death that had them; but 
my People had them, and Buboes too. 


Now if we had had Recourſe to Alexiphar- 
micks, ſuch as Venice Treacle, Diaſcordium, 
Mithridate, and ſuch-like good. for- nothing 
Compolitions, or the moſt celebrated G4 
coins Powder, or Bezoar, I make no Queſtion 
at all, confidering the Heat of the Climate; 
but we had loft eyery Man. 

*Txs ſurprizing to me, that Phyſicians can 
read ſo many Authors, and oyerlook the moſt 
reaſonable Rules for the Good and Preſerva- 
tion of Mankind, and imbibe Principles, 
which, were it not for fear of giving Offence, 
E fhould ſay, are contrary to Common Senſe. 


I ſhall inſtance in one more remarkable than 
all the reſt. 


Tux firſt Axiom that is laid down by Ni- 
verius, in his Theraputic Part of his Inſti- 
tutes, is, Omnis curandi Methodus à primo 

hos 
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hoc & generaliſſimo principio de ſumitur, con- 
traria contraris curantur. 

GALEN ſays, No Rule in the Mathema- 
ticks 1s more certain than ie I have had 
more than Forty- eight Years Experience to 
back this Aſſertion, and in the worſt Cli- 
mates. 3 

Reap the Man whoſe Reaſon was much 
{ſuperior to mine, the honeſt and good Dr. S- 
denham, and ſee if the Rule above was not 
his Guide. | 

SENNERTUS alſo, in his Inſtitutes, ſays, 
Quicquid curatur, curatur contr aris. 

THis very Rule has been ſo little regard- 
ed, that a Phyſician of this Town offerꝰd to 
lay Five hundred Pounds with me, that I 
did not produce ſuch an Axiom ; but as he 
grew cooler, he thought better of it. By 


this it appears, how little Notice is taken of 
the moſt uſeful Rules in the Art of Heal- 


ing. 
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N this Diſtemper, as in all bier Fe vers, 
. I preſcribe the cool Regimen, which 
muſt be follow'd in caſe Mankind prefer 
Life to Death, Eaſe to Pain; a ſhort Fit 
of Ilnneſs to a long and tedious one; a good 
to a broken and ſhatter'd Conſtitution ; lay- 
ing aſide Bliſters, and all heating and poiſon- | 
ous Powders : The former ſerve only to keep 
the Patient upon the Rack; the latter, to 
heighten and increaſe his Fe — And 
what is ſtill worſe, it extracts the Serum, 
which is the pureſt Part of the Blood. 

Some of our modern Phyſicians are ex- 
tremely fond of a Modiſh Remedy, call'd 
Harts- Horn ; let them only make this Ex- 
periment. Mix a ſmall Quantity of Hart- 
Horn with the Venal Blood; they'll be ſur- 
priz'd to ſee as good Dirt as any they can 
meet with in their Streets. Mankind cannot 
fail of being infinitely oblig'd to them for 
ſuch an uſeful Invention. On the contrary, 
let them mix the ſame Quantity of Spirit 


of Vitriol with an equal Quantity of Blood, 
and 
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and it ſhall appear equally bright, and florid, 
with the Arterial Blood. 

Ir it ſhould pleaſe Gop to afffict us with 
this Diſeaſe, ſome Perſons muſt be under no 
ſmall Concern to procure a ſufficient Quanti- 
ty of Cantharides ; for if it ſhould ſo happen 
that People went to their Graves with whole 
Skins, then the moſt ſovereign Remedy would 
be omitted. Now this great Catholicon does 
not only poiſon and inflame the Fluids, but 
_ draws off the purer Part of the Blood, which 
is the Serum. By this Practice the Maſs 
becomes more grumous and thick; ſo that 
Circulation is impeded, and the Patient ſuf- 
focated: Whereas if there was Care taken 
to dilute and. thin the Maſs ef Blood, Cir- 
culation would be much eaſier maintain'd, 
and by this Means prevent Death. An emi- 
nent Phyſician was ask'd, How Bliſtering 
came ſo much in Faſhion? He anſwer'd, 
They had it from the Indians. But I, that 
have ſeen more 1ndzans than all the Phyſi- 
cians in England, deny that the Indians ever 
make uſe of Bliſters. They do often caute- 
riſe; and in all Feyers amongſt them, they 
cover the Patients over in the Sands till they 
are in a profuſe Sweat, and then throw them 
2 into 
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into the cold Water; by which Means they 
become well. 

E sHovr.D be glad to know if Dr. Rad- 
cli, ever wuied this inhuman Method of 
Bliſtering, as it is now in Vogue. I ſhould 
be glad to know likewiſe, if there is any 
Authority from any of our moſt approved 
Authors for ſuch a Practice. The honeſt 
Dr. Sydenham calls Bliſtering, Humano corio 
ludere. Dr. Baynard would ſay, That as 
Belzebnb ſignifies a Fly in the Hebrew 
Language, that the Devils were nothing but 
great Cantharides. We fhonuld likewiſe be 
at a Loſs for Bezoar, that petrified Matter of 
Diſeaſe, cut out of the Paunches, Galls, and 
Biadders of ſome of the naſtieſt Creatures in 
being, as Guananoes, a monſtrous Beaft be- 
tween a Camel and a He- Goat, black Cattle, 
Hogs, Goats, and an ugly Animal they call 
Pacos ae la Tierra, Monkeys, Porcupines, 
and all ſuch naſty Animals. 


Or this I have been credtbly inform'd by 
Perſons of the beſt Reputation, both in the 
Faſt and Feſt Indies. 

Wk, in Diſſections, too often find in the 
Galls and Bladders of Human Bodies, great 


Quantities of Stones, which doubtleſs may 
1 as 
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as well ſerve for Bezoar, as the diſeaſed Mat- 
ter of the afore-mention'd Beaſts ; they for 
the moſt part dying with theſe ſeveral Sorts 
of Stones, as by Experience *tis daily ſeen 
we do. 


SPOTTED FkvyER, or Febris 
Peſtilentialis. 


F H I S begins like the Plague, except- 

ing that all the Symptoms are leſs 
violent; Intermiſſions of Heat and Cold, 
Vomiting, great Pains in the Head, Back, 
Limbs, Joints, and all the Muſcles, intenſe 
Thirſt. The firſt Criſis is the Petechiz ; or 
black Spots. If the Patient ſurviyes this fatal 
Diſeaſe, the laſt Criſis, which we define to be 
Subita & repentina mutatio in morbo facta 
vel ad ſalutem vel ad mortem druergens, is 
ſeldom before the ſeventeenth or twenty-firſt 
Day. 

ABour thirty-ſeven Years ſince, this Fe- 
ver raged much in Brz/{ol, ſo that I viſited 
from twenty-five to thirty Patients a Day for 
a conſiderable Time, beſides their poor Chil. 
dren taken into their Workhouſe, where I 
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engaged my ſelf, for the Encouragement ot 
ſo good and charitable an Undertaking, to 
find them Phyſick, and give them Advice at 
my own Expence and Trouble, for the two 
firſt Lears. All theſe poor Children in 
general had this Fever, yet no more than one 
died out of the whole Number, which was 
near two hundred. 


ISIAII give a particular Inſtance of one 
Perſon cured in an uncommon Way. 

ONE Thomas Hacket, an Apprentice to 
Mr John Scanarett a Grocer in Wine- Street, 
Briſtol, labouring under this fatal Fever, had 
a violent Hemorrhage, or Flux of Blood at 
his Noſe, notwithſtanding great Quantities 
of Blood were taken from his Arms, and the 
moſt cooling Medicines adminiſter'd which 
could be thought of; yet all prov'd ineffec- 
tual, inſomuch that there was no Room to 
expect his Life. I order'd a large Veſſel 
to be filled below-ftairs with Spring- Water. 
He was carried down 1n a Sheet, and put into 
the Water; he dipp'd his Head ſeveral times, 
upon which the Bleeding ſtopped. I believe 
he mi ght continue in the Water a Quarter of 
an Hour; after which Time he was carried 
to Bed, only cover'd with a Sheet. He ſlept 

well 
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well that Night; the Spots all difappear'd , 
he was very well, only weak, and 1s now 
living in Briſtol. 


THis being of a very high inflammatory 
Nature, *tis proper to take away large Quan- 
tities of Blood, giving the Purge defcribed 
in the Gout every other Day, taking after it 
the ſame Night the following Draught. 


„ Bracx- Cherry-Water, Mint- Water, of 
* cach one Ounce and a halt; Plague-Water 
half an Ounce, Diacodium ten Drams, 
« made into a Draught. On the Days you 
* do not purge, take the following: Con- 
« ſerye of Wood-Sorrel, of Hips, and Bar- 
«© berries, of each one Ounce; Cream of 
« Tartar, and Tartar vitriolated, of cach two 
« Drams; Syrup of Raſpberries, enough to 
make it into a fine Electuary. Take the 
Quantity of a Nutmeg at four or five in 
&© the Afternoon, and at Bed- Time, drinking 
after it a Tea-ſpoonful of Mjzficht's E- 
« lixir of Vitriol in a large Glaſs of Water, 
keeping the Patient very cool, and giving 
„large Draughts of cooling and diluting 
* Liquors, 
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The FLux SMALL Pox, or Va- 
riolæ Confluentes. 


H 15S Diſeaſe was, doubtleſs, long be- 

fore the Time of H/focrates, or the 
Divine old Man, as we call him; and yet tis 
very ſurprizing he makes no Mention of it ; 
nor have we any Greek Word for it. 


THERE are three Species of this Diſcaſe 
commonly known to Phyſicians, the Con- 
fluent, Anomalous, and Diſtinct. 


I $HALL venture to ſet down a fourth 
Kind, which I have obſerv'd, as different 
from the three former, as they are from cach 
other; and which may be called the Spotted 
Kind. 

I sHALL begin with the moſt fatal of the 
three firſt Sorts, the Confluent Small Pox. 


THis Diſtemper ſets out in the {ame Man- 
ner as other Fevers do, from the Plague to 
an Aguc, ennie en of Heat and Cold, 
Vomitings, great Thirſt, violent Pains in 
the Hcad, Back, Sc. But the Phyſician may 
be affured where thoſe Lumbago's, or Pains 


in 
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in the Back, are complain'd of, let the Fever 
be of any Kind whatſoever, it certainly car- 
ries a Sting with it, though no Man can ſay 
what Species of Fever it will be, before its 
firſt Criſis. 


Soon after the Patient is ſeized with this 
Sort of the Small Pox, the Face and Hands, 
and all Parts of the Body, ſhall be very much 
inflamed, broad red Spots appearing ; and 
the ſecond or third Day, at fartheſt, there 
ſhall hegin to appear an entire Bliſter from 
Head to Foot, often attended with ſpitting 
Blood, bloody Urine, and the like. 


Oxx would think, from the new-invented 
Way of curing this Diſtemper by Bliſtering, 
(for which no good Reaſon can be given, 
nor do I remember any Authority for it,) 
that this Diſeaſe muſt certainly bring its Re- 
medy with it; for here is a Bliſter from 
Head to Foot, and conſequently this Con- 
fluent Kind of Small Pox ought to be leſs 
dangerous than the other two Sorts :* But to 
our great Gricf, we find this Sort to be more 
difficult to be cured, than either Peſtilential 
Fever or Plague; nor does any acute Diſeaſe 
come up to it for Danger, except the Fourth 

Sort 


(90) 
Sort of Small Pox, of which I ſhall ſpeak 
-hercafter. 


Ir will be neceſſary to take Notice of the 
critical Days in this fatal Diſeaſe. There is 
little Mention made of any critical Day in 
this Town but the Nzzth, which is no criti- 
cal Day, nor is it poſſible any juſt Reckon- 
ing can be kept by it. Thus, while People 
are ignorant of the Days of Danger, how can 
Proviſion be made againſt them? 


Tux critical Days, we ſhall venture to ſay, 
are the eighth, the eleventh, the fourteenth, 
the ſeventeenth, and the twenty- -orft ; ; to be 
thus accounted. 

Ir you are ill at ten of the Clock at Night, 
that muſt be call'd the firſt Day, as really it 
is, incluſive. 

Anp 'tis thus we reckon Tertian and 
Quartan Agues. 


Tuk Reaſon why the Ninth Day comes to 


be accounted critical, is from People's reckon- 


ing from the Day of Eruption. 

Now in Confluent Small Poxes, if the 
Patient begins to complain at Two or Three 
in the Morning, there ſhall be broad red 
Spots appear before twelve at Night. Tis 
evident, the critical Days are much protract- 


ed 


1 
ed by the Crudity of the Matter, which al- 
ways happens when it appears ſo very ſoon; 
and by this Protraction the laſt critical Day 
comes to be the twenty-firſt. 

'Tis a known Maxim in Phyſick, Prime 
concoctionis vitium non corrigit ſecunda ; and 
ſo on. 

In the Anomalous Kind, which is leſs 
crude, the fourteenth or ſeventeenth are the 
laſt critical Days; and in the diſtinct Sort 
the eleventh. 

Tuls Account, I will venture to ſay, is a 
true one; ſo that the ninth Day has no Place 
amongſt the critical Days. If the Faculty 


pleaſe, it may be called one of the Dies 
Indices. 


AxoMaLous SMALL Pox, or 
Variolæ Anomalæ. 


HOUGH my Deſign is to treat of 

ſeveral acute Diſeaſes, yet there need 
no tarther Deſcription than that where Symp- 
toms appear high, the Fever will be of a 
more dangerous Kind ; and where they are 


more 
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more remiſs, the enſuing Diſtemper will be 
of a more favourable Sort. 


Tr1s Species of Small Pox is diſtinguiſh'd 
from the other two by its fluxing in ſome 
Parts, and being in other very diſtinct. 

THe Phyſician may be very ſerviceable 
to his Patient in this Caſe, if it be rightly 
undciftood, otherwiſe the Patient often ſuffers 
Death. But it muſt be conlider'd, Nature 
is three Days forming variolous Matter: 
Moſt Phyſicians are too apt to De giving heat- 
ing Medicines to throw it out, by which I © 


Means the Fever is very much increaſed, Il 
which brings on a great Ataxie, or irregular A 
Motion of the Animal Spirits; fo that all Di- 0 
geſtion of the Morbifick Matter is obſtruc- , 
ted, contrary to a known Maxim, Cota no d 
cruda ſunt meatcanda; ſo that nothing but . 
Water-Bladders and blue Spots appear, which a 
renders the Patient's Circumſtances very de- | 


plorable. : 


Ir muſt be Want of Obſervation that 
makes Phyſicians fo fearful of Bleeding in 
this Diſtemper aſter the Eruption. The good 
Dr. Haeuham goes no further than Mittetur 
languis quovis die ante tertium incluſive, 
which 1s but the fecond Day after their Ap- 

pearances. 
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pearances. But the moſt excellent Peter 
Bayrus, of Turin, who wrote about one hun— 
dred and ninety Years ſince, goes futther ; 
and I can affirm, by Experience, and from 
the Succeſs I have had, that the Patient may 
be blooded every, or any Day, to the twenty=- 
firſt, 

Ir is impoſſible it can paſs the Obſerva- 
tion of Phyſicians, and People that uſual- 
ly attend Women in this Species of Small 
Pox, that about the fixth or feventh Day 
great Floodings come, eſpecially if it happens 
in the Flower of their Age. Now all this is 
Arterial Blood, which is the Life and Spirit 
of Mankind: And this is never prejudicial, 
where no Endeavours are uſed to ſtop it. 
Nature will neither he forced, nor driven, and 
is often very hard to be led; but will do 
Wonders when properly aſhited. 


Now if ſo much Arterial Blood may be 
loſt without TInconyventence, how much more 
may be taken by Phlebotomy from the 
Veins, with the utmoſt Advantage to the 
Pattent. 

TuERE is one Thing very material, and 
which ought principally to be regarded in 
this Diſtemper ; that about the ſeyenth ox 

eighih 
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eighth Day there comes on a Ptyaliſm, which 
is a Salivation, without which the Patient 
never lives. Children that have it never ſa- 
livate, but have a Diarrhœa, or Looſeneſs, 
which is much the ſame in Effect. Where 
the Phyſician ſtops it, he kills the Child; 
and how many poor Babes have loſt their 


Lives by this Practice, it is terrible to 
think. 


Pr Rur me to give an Inſtance of a Gen- 
tleman, who was Steward to the Duke of 
Beaufort, one Mr. Curr: He had this Spe- 
cies of Small Pox; no Ptyaliſm coming on at 
the uſual Time, I gave him Mercury; but 
that not anſwering, and he lying as it were in 
Extremis, IJ reſolv'd to make a Child of him, 
and purge him to eight or ten Motions; by 
which he was ſo much relies v'd, that I went 


on in that Courſe every Day, till the Danger 


of his Diſtemper was over. He is now liv- 
ing in South Wales, a Gentleman of 1000 /. 
per Annum. 3 

Tuis brings to my Mind a Saying of the 
great and learned Lord Verulam, Non fin- 
gendum aut excogitaudum, ſed inveniendum 
quid natura faciat aut ferat. 


Dis TINcr 
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DisTINCT SMALL Pox, or Va- 
riolæ Diſtinct. 


6 4 HERE wants very little to be ſaid 

on this Kind of Small Pox. I have 
heard of ſeveral, but neyer had one that died 
in this Caſe : The leſs is done, the better ; 
for having bur a few, they are never of a bad 
Sort; whereas, if you have many, they- are 
never of a good Sort. 


SPOTTED SMALL Pox. 


"HIS Sort begins with very high a 
" Symptoms, and appears with large red 

Spots, much like the Confluent Kind, with 
the Race and other Parts very much . 
ed; yet in twelve Hours the Patient ſhall 
become perfectly pale, the very Middle of 
thoſe red Spots turning to a black corney 
Subſtance, hardly ſo big as a large Pin's 
Head. Of this Sort, in forty odd Years 


Practice, I have obſery'd no more than five, 
all 
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all Children. I could never carry one to the 
firſt critical Day; whereas, in the Confluent 
Kind, they rarely die before. 


« In this I bleed in large Quantities, 
„ keeping the Patient very cool, and con- 
“ ſtantly plying him with Cool Tankards, 
« and ſuch diluting Liquors, giving every 
© Eyvcning about Five of the Clock an Ounce, 
« gr an Ounce and an half of Diacodium. If 
« that does not procure Reſt, after three 
Hours I repeat it. I ſharpen all his Malt- 
« Liquors with Spirit of Vitriol. If it be of 
« the Flux, or Anomalous Kind, the ſeventh 
M Day J give of Mercurius Dulcis, and Cin- 
« nabar of Antimony, of each half a Scruple, 
«© made into a Bolus with any Conſerve; and 
« do the like again the thirteenth Day. 
« 'The tenth Day you may begin to uſe the 
« following Cordial in ſmall Quantities. 


„ Taxt Cowſlip-Water, Mint: Water, 
«< Black-Cherry-W ater, of cach three Ounces, 
e Plague-Water, and Aqua Mirabilis, each 
« an Ounce and a halt prepared ; Pearl a 
Pram anda half, ſweeten'd with fine Sugar. 
« You may ſometimes take a Glaſs of Wine, 
« agreeable to a known Maxim in Phyſick 


cc In 
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% In declinatione morbi quo magss calefacis 
& eo magit concottionem promoves. 


« Wren the laſt critical Day i is over, 1 
« bleed to about twelve Ounces ; the next 
« Day purge with that ſet down in the 
« Gout, taking a Quieting-Draught of Dia- 
« codium at Night when the Purging is over. 
« Purging and Bleeding very well after this 
« Diſcaſe, muſt upon no Account be omitted; 
« otherwiſe the Patient will break out in 
« Boils, and will have very ſore and weak 
* Eyes for a conſiderable Time after. 


Wulst I lived with Dr. Sydenham, 1 
had my ſelf the Small Pox, and fell ill on 
Twelfth-Day. In the Beginning I loſt 
twenty-two Ounces of Blood od . He gave me 
i Vomit ; but I find, by Experience, Purging 
much better. I went abroad, by his Direc- 
tion, till T was blind, and then took to my 
Bed. I had no Fire allow'd in my Room, 
my Windows were conſtantly open, my Bed- 
Clothes wete order'd to be laid no higher than 
my Waiſt. He made me take twelve Bottles 
of ſmall Beer, acidulated with Spirit of Vi- 
triol, every twenty-four Hours. I had of 

H this 
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this Anomalons Kind to a very great De- 
gree, yet never loſt my Senſes one Mo- 
ment. 

Tx1s Method will ferve very well in the 
Confluent Sort. This you may follow in the 
Diſtin& Small Pox; but in a more remiſs De- 
gree. 

Mifs Cory r T had as high a Confluent Small 
Pox as ever I ſaw, making bloody Water, 
and the worſt Symptoms attending her. Dr. 


Mead, and another Phy fician, left her, ſay- 


ing, She could not live fix Hours. I was 
call'd to her; I deſir'd ſhe might inſtantly 
be blooded, The Right Hononrable the 
Lady Hotham, her Mother, ſent for a Sur. 
gcon, who refuſed to do it, telling my La- 
dy, That Dr. Mead ſaid, That if ſhe was 
blooded, ſhe would die Wendy. I told the 
Lady, That Colours were all the ſame to 
the Blind : I had a black Man that blooded 
very well, and ſent for him, who perform'd 
the Operation : She loſt a vaſt Quantity of 
Blood. Miſs Corbet declared afterwards, 
That upon bleeding ſhe found her Spirits 
revived, and, as it were, a new Life coming 
on; and ſo it picaſed Gop ſhe recoycr'd, 
Bur 
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Bur there is lately a new Species of the 
Small Pox, call'd, The Honycomb Small Vox, 
never known before. The Uſe of Bliſters in 
this Diſeaſe rob the Puſtles of the Matter 
contain'd in them; and then the Puſtles, by 
ſubſiding, ſomething reſemble an Honycemb. 
But if Doctors will create new Diſeaſes, tis 
fit they ſhould give them new Names. 


Mz Hoi 97 Morbilli 


"HIS is a Diſcaſe chiefly incident to 

Youth, the Puſtles never riſing above 
the Sopceficies of the Skin, unleſs forced by 
too heating Medicines, ..and too hot a Regi- 
men., It generally terminates the fourth or 
fifth Day, carrying with it little or no Dan- 
ger, if the Phyſician be not over- buſy with 
his Cordials and forcing Medicines, which 
only increaſe the Az and by that Means 
often endanger the Patient. 


I vo not remember I ever heard of any 
one's dy ing of this Dileaie, till about twenty- 
hve Years ſince; but of late, by the Help of 
Gaſeoin's Powder, and Bezoartic Boluſſes, 
together with Bliſters, and a hot Regimen, 

H 2 (which 
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( which, if experienc'd on a healthy Perforr, 


would endanger his Life,) the Blood is fo 

highly inflamed, and the Fever increaſed to 

that Degree, that it ts become equally mortal 
with the Small Pox. 


TERRE is nothing farther required in the 


Cure of this Diſeaſe, than to give a little 


Diacodium at Night, allowing a ſufficient 
Quantity of cooling and diluting Liquors. 


ScARLET FEVER, or Febris 
Scarletina. 


HIS is a Fever of a milder Kind 
than the Meaſles, and does not want 
the Aſſiſtance of a Doctor. The Skin ſeems 
to be univerſally inflamed ; but the Inflam- 
mation goes off in forty-eight Hours. 
THERE is alſo another Sort of Fever with 
Eruption, too inconſiderable to make another 
Chapter. This Diſtemper, called by ſome 
the Swine Pox, by others the Chicken Pox. 
There is nothing more neceſſary in theſe light 
Fevers with Erupttons, than to purge duly 
after them. 
Us the fame Method as in the Meaſles. 


Exv- 


( 201 ) 


ERrS1PEL4s, or Febris Eryſi- 
pelatoſa. 


HIS Fever, when in the Face, is cal- 
led St. Anthony's Fire; when in the 
Body, or Limbs, Eryſipelas. 

Ir appears with a very great Inflamma- 
tion where it begins, with vaſt Numbers of 
Water-Bladders, and is very apt to turn to 
a Mortification, as it often does, inſomuch 
that the Patient loſes his Life: But by pro- 
per Remedies it is very eaſily cured, and in 
a few Days 

THis Inflammatory Fever is curable by 
high bleeding, and frequent purging. The 
beſt topical Remedy is Venice Treacle; which 
prevents Mortification, and ſoon deſtroys the 
Puſtles, or Water-Bladders, | 
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PrRITETuVOEIE, or Peripneu- 
monis. 


| H I'S comes ori as all other ee of 
1 PFevers doll Wo 

*Tis known by a eter acute, and ig 
nant Pain all round the Breaſt and Sides. In 
Mort, a general Inflammation of. that moſt 
ſenſible Membrane, the Plcura, accompanied 
with à great Difficulty of breathing, ſhort 
Cough; Languor of Spirits; and kills in a very 


feu Hours, without profuſe Bleeding. 


Tuls Diſtemper is incident to all, Ages and 
Sexes, but generally ſeizes adult Perſons. 
Tur principal Thing required } in the Curo 


of this Diſeaſe is Bleeding, which muſt be 
followed till all the Poignant gr ſhooting 


Pains arc entirely temoyed. | 


& Tax Oil of Lillies, Oil of Sweet Al- 
« monds, Ointment of Althea, of each 
% equal Quantities z rub it into the Parts af- 
<fettcd very well, Morning and Night, 


0 putting 2 Sheet of brown Paper over it. 
| cc Take 
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« Take of Melon, Pompion, Gourd-Secd, 
« of each half an Ounce, white Poppy-Seeds 
e three Drams, ten JordanAlmonds blanch'd ; 

« bruiſe theſe in a Marble Mortar, pour- 
« ing on by little and little a Pint and half 
« of Barley- Water. Add a little Sugar, 

« and make an Emulſion, Let the Patient 
« drink plentifully of this. Take Oil of 
« Sweet Almonds two Ounces, of Syrup of 
„ Violets, and Syrup, of Nernis Maiden 
4 Hair, of each one Ounce, Sugar Candy 
„ half an Ounce, making it as marp wah 
“Spirit of Vittiol as a Scville Orange, and 
« make a Lambati ve; take of it often in a 
5 Day from a Liquorith Stick,” 


prryr nr, or Pleuritis. 


T HIS may be ſaid to be the half of a 
| Peripneumonie, affecting one Side on- 
ly. Some will have it that it falls only on 
the Left Side; but it often comes on the Right 
too. Tis an high inflammatory Fever, ac- 
companied with violent, accute, and pricking 
Pains, with a ſhort Cough attending it; with 

H 4 which, 
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which, after a little Time, if the Phyſician 
be not ready in bleeding it off, the Patient 
ſpits a bloody and purulent Matter, and is 
in Danger of a Conſumption. 

Tux Cure is the ſame as in the foregoing 
Chapter. I never knew any one die of this 
Diſeaſe, but for want of Bleeding. 


QuiNsEyr, or Angina. 


H1S is one of the moſt violent and 
acute Feyers that can befal us. The 
Learned make not three Species, but rather 
three Degrees of it; vig. Cynanche, Sy- 
nanche, and Paraſynanche. This inflames 
the Tonſils or Glands about the Throat, as 
alſo the Muſcles of the Wind-Pipe and Gul- 
let, ſo that ſwallowing any Thing is totally 
obſtructed. This Diſeaſe yields to nothing 
but high Bleeding. Many have died in 
eight Hours, after the firſt Seizure, 


© This Diſcaſe requires as high Bleeding 

% as any; you muſt likewiſe open both 
#* Veins under the Tongue. Take Plantane- 
9 Water, 
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« Water, Red-Roſe-Water, and Frogs. 
% Spawn-Water, of each three Ounces, the 
« Whites of three Eggs beaten to a Water, 
« Syrup of Mulberries two Ounces, gargle 
« your Throat often with theſe. Another 
« Gargariſm, though this be a very good 
« one, I much prefer : Take Spring-Water 
* one Pint, Mercury Sublimate half a Dram, 
Cream of Tartar two Drams. Levigate 
« theſe very fine, then filtre it off for your 
* Uſe. Purging is very requiſite.” 


RHEUMATISM, or Rheuma- 
tiſmus. | 


THIS is likewiſe a high inflammatory 
Fever : The Blood does not appear 
more pleurical or ſizey in any Diſtemper 
than in this. | a 
Tunis for the moſt part cauſes great Pains 


in the Joints ; nor are the Muſcles free. If 


it fixes in any Part three or four Days, it 
often cauſes ſmall Tumours without Inflam- 
mation, which, as the Pains paſs to other 
Parts, ſoon diſappear, for they are never long 
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fixed on any Part; from whence it takes tho 
Name of Arttuitis Vaga, or Wandring Gout, 
I the Day- Time theſe Pains are very tol- 
lerable; but when the Patient is warm in 
Bed, very acute and torturing, 

BLEEDING in this Caſe is no Remedy 1 
myſelf having known very many loſe an 
hundred Ounces: of Blood, and more, with- 
out the leaſt Relief. The Cure is much 
caſier performed without that Operation, as 
has been often experienced by ſeycral emi- 
nent Phyſicians. 


„ Tus Turbith Mineral eight Grains, 
« Conſerve of Hipps one Dram; make it 
« into an Electuary. Take it about four 
a- Clock in the Afternoon; between every 
« Motion drink Poſſet-Drink. At Bed-Time 
<« take an Ounce, or an Ouncę and half of 
c Diacodium ; drink plentifully of the E- 
© mulſion 1 in the peripneumonie. 
The next Night take of the Sweat as pre- 
ſoribed in the Gout, Immerſion in cold 
* : Water! is 2 rn of: Rngular Uſe.” 


, Aon, 
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Acuz, 0 F ebris Intermittens 


H ave obſerved, That a Conſumption 
was an inflatimatty Diſeaſe ranged 
among the Cronicks : An Ague is a nervous 
Diſtemper, placed amongſt the Acute. 
Turs Species of Fever does not proceed 
from an inflamed Maſs of Blood, as all other 
Fevers do, but from an Ataxie, or violent 
Motion of the animal Spirits, which cauſes 
as great a Degree of Heat, as if the Blood 
were in the moſt exalted Famentiibs: All 
Heat being nothing elſe. but the Elec of 
Motion. | 
 Pay$iCiANs have been very 3 at a 
Loſs to find out the Cauſe and Seat of this 
Difeaſe, it being, as was obſerved before, a 
neryous Fever. It muſt proceed from the 
Brain; otherwiſe how is it poffible it ſhould 
keep 1 85 ſtated Periods, ſo as to come at the 
ſame Hour every Day, every third, and eve- 
ry fourth Day, as it certainly dow: reckons 
ing the Day incluſive. Whereas in an in- 
dene 9 of Blood, the Feyer always 
continues 
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continues till the Inflamation is wholly ta- 
ken off, and then the Fever — without 
any Return. 

PARTHERMORE we ©. Ex Aue 
ts Ledentibus ſumitur indiratio. Bleeding, 
*tis plain from every one's Experience, is 
highly prejudicial in this Caſe. The Re- 
medy to which this Diſtemper yields, is the 
Bark ; which is the beſt Medicine in ner- 
vous Caſes known to Mankind. Yet the gi- 
ving ſuch large Quantities of the groſs Part, 
has often done very great Prejudice to the 
Patient. 

Tux Virtue of this Vegetable conſiſts in 
a reſinous Quality; which, if ſeparated from 
the earthly Part, will prove a Remedy in- 
deed. 

IT may be onions with what Difflicul- 
ty the Uſe of the Bark was firſt introduced; 
and that it ſhould almoſt be look'd upon 2: 
preſent as a Panacea, is equally ſurprizing ; 


inſomuch, that now there is more Harm done 


by it, than it formerly did Good, the 
Doctor watching diligently for an Intermiſ- 
Gon ; Whereas there's great Difference be- 
tween Intermiſſion and Remiſſion; for as all 

Fever 
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Feyers have their Times of Exacerbation, 
ſo neceſſarily they muſt have Times of Re. 
miſſion, but none of Intermiſſion; becaufe 
then the Patient muſt be perfectly well 
and free, as in an intermitting Fever. Too 
many pay dear for this Miſtake. 

Dr. Morton, eſteemed a good Phyſi- 
cian, was a great Admirer of this Medicine, 
inſomuch that he gave it in almoſt all Caſes. 
I never obferved it do any Good, but in 
nervous Complaints. Phyſicians and Apo- 
thecarĩes are little acquainted with the Na- 
ture of it. In Peru they call it Caſcaril la. 
It may be doubted if one hundred Weight 
of it de uſed in a whole Vear throughout 
that Kingdom, which is more than twenty 
Times as large as Great Britain. 


« TAxE two Ounces of fine Bark groſſy 
« powdered ; infuſe it cold in a Quart of 
4 Red Port for twenty four Hours; then 
« filtre it off as you uſe it, taking fix Spoon» 
& fuls every third or fourth Hour, begin- 
ning juſt when the Fit is off, till you have 
„taken the whole Quart. Thus repeat it 


four Times, and it will not return. This 
muſt 
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muſt be ohſetved, If it purges, it will do 
a no Service. In this Caſe put two or three 

“ Drops of Liquid Laudanum into each 
« _ * the dee is . d.“ 


Farin on the SPIRITS. , 


T may be juſtly ſaid, All Fevers are on 
the Spirits, and no where elſe. Ti 
wiſely obſerved this Feyer does not appear; 
to which may be readily anſwered, De non 
exiſtentibus & de non apparentibus eadem 4 
ratios: | 
T IIS —— leads me to A Notice of 
the Fluids of human Bodies; and 1 ſhall 
leave it to the Opinion of the Reader, in 
which of them a Feyer begins or continues. 
Now the Fluids conſiſt of animal, mine. 
= and vegetable Beings; Alkali's, and 
Acids, which may be thus accounted, Spi- 
rit, Sulphur, Salt, Earth, and Water; There 
is no Deſcription to be given of the firſt of 
theſe, unleſs a negative one; the two ſecond 
are Minerals; the other two tlie Joint · cauſe 
of Vegetation. 


Ler 
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Ler the Reader conſidet, if 4 due Mix- 
—_ the four laſt are capable of beget- 
ting, ſuch a Heat in human Bodies, as to 
cauſe a Fever without the Faterverdon of 
the Spirits, from whence it may reaſonably 
be concluded all Feyers proceed. 


Tuis is cured, as in the foregoing Chaps 
ter. 


Disk Asks of the STOMACH, 4 


Ventriculi affectibus. 


LMOST all Dikenpen IE 
from a Vice in this Bowel ; and it as 
rarely fails to have its Share in mot Diſor- 
ders Hable to human Bodies; as great Sick- 
neſs, Pains, Convulſions, which are the uſual 
Complaints the Patient makes when this Patt 
is affected. This ſeems ptineipally to be 
cauſed from Indigeſtion; ſo that the crude 
Chyle mixing with the other Fluids, ſoon 
brings on Putrefaction; for if the firſt Di- 
geſtion be not goed, the ſecond never cor- 
rects the Vice of the firſt; as we ſay, Pre. 
me concoctionis vitium non corrigit ſecunda, 


and 
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Fim | 
and fo on; ſo that any Diſtemper we ate 
liable to, may, and, for the moſt part, does 
proceed from Indigeſtion. 

VomtTiNG, in the forementioned Diſorders, 
if exploded, would prove beneficial to the 
Patient, it being contrary to the Rules of 
Nature ; which, has provided, that what is 
received at the Mouth, ſhould paſs to the 
common Draught : 80 that Purging ſeems 
more reaſonable; becauſe by that the In- 
teſtinet, as well as the Stomach, are freed 
from their Filth and Impurities; which Vomits 
do not ſo effectually carry off. 

THERE is farther this Diſad vantage, That 
the Fibres of the Stomach are drawn from 
their true Periſtaltick, to a contrary Motion, 
which is too great a Strain for thoſe fine Veſ- 
fels, by which Means they become lax, and 
are much weakened ; ſo that the Tone of 
the Stomach, by too frequent Repetition of 
this Practice, is wholly loſt, 

I sHALL forbear to mention the many 
Inftances that may be given of thoſe that 
have loſt their Liyes under the Operation of 
Vomits. 


'Tis 
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Tis confeſs'd, the Doctor many Times 
gives Satisfaction to the Patient, by ſhewing 
the ſlimy Matter that is brought off the Sto- 
mach upon the Points of Feathers; where- 
as that Matter is neceſſary to promote Di- 
geſtion. Let it be conſidered, for what End 
were thoſe little Cells formed in the Cruſta 
Villoſa; ſurely not to be kept empty, neither 
to be filled with what's of no Uſe or Bene- 
fit to Mankind. 


« 'TAXE Salt of Wormwood two Drams, 
Juice of Lemon fix Ounces ; take a Spoon- 
ful of this eyery Hour: Or take of Spring- 
Water half a Pint, Mynſicht's Elixir of 
« Vitriol a large Tea Spoonful : Take this 
in the Morning, at Five in the Afternoon, 
« and at Bed-Time: Or take Myn/icht's 
Tincture of Steel, Elixir Proprietatis, 
« equal Quantities ; take this in Water, as 
before, but double the Quantity. Crude 
** Mercury, taking an Ounce every Day, 
« exceeds all, taken in any Vehicle.“ 
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Diszasts of the InTEsTINEs, 
de affectibus Inteſtinorum. 


4 5 HE S E ſhall be placed in one Chap. 
ter, by Reaſon of the Nearneſs of their 
Relation to each other. 

Tre Duodenum is a Gut, ſo call'd from 
its Menſuration, being almoſt twelve Inches 
in Length. 

Tus Jejunum is ſo term'd, becauſe it is 
rare to find any Excrement in it. 


AvTHoks have ſeldom taken Notice of 
any Diſtemper ineident to theſe two Bowels. 


Tur third is the Ileon, a circumferendl. 
In this Inteſtine is ſeated the moſt painful 
and dangerous Diſeaſe, call'd the Iliac Paſ- 
ſion; and by ſome, the Miſerere mei, from 
the acute Pains it gives the Patient. Exper- 
tus loquor. 

Ir begins with Vomitings, with a great 
Pain about the Navel; which increaſing, at 
laſt the Patient vomits up his Excrements, 
or any Clyſter given; and then it is incu- 
Table. 


THis 
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Tuis does not proceed, as ſome People 
will have it, from a Twiſt in the Inteſtine, 
by Reaſon of the Miſentery adhering to it ; 
but it is cauſed from an Inverſion of the Pe- 
riſtaltick or Vermicular Motion, which natu- 
rally moves downwards. Now, this being 
turned upwards, the Excrement being car- 
ried before it, preſſes on the Valves of the 
Inteſtines, which, together with its being 
contracted within itſelf, gives that miſerable 
and intolerable Pain. 


Tux next of the Inteſtines is called the 
Cœcum, or Blind Gut. This hangs more 
like a Soldier's Knapſack, from the other In- 
teſtines; the Excrement paſles in and out the 
ſame Way : I don't know that it is liable to 
any Diſtemper. 

Ar TER this, comes the Colon, ab impe- 
dier:do; becauſe it hinders the Excroment 
from paſling too quick : Without this Re- 
tention of the Excrement, we ſhould be al- 
ways ſubject to Diarrhœaꝰs or Looſeneſſes. 

Tu Diſeaſe incident to this Inteftine, is 
called Cholera Morbus, the Cholick. 

Or this there are two Kinds; either Bile- 
ous, or Hyſterical ; or when in Men, Hypo- 

I 2 . chon- 


( 116 ) 

chondriacal. As their Cauſes are widely 
different, ſo are the Methods of Cure. 

Txs Rectum, or Streight Gut, in great 
Weakneſſes, is apt to fall down, which we 
call Procidentia Ani, and is known to every 
one that has it; and therefore needs no De- 
ſcription. | 

Tux Sphinctre-Muſcle is very ſubje& to 
the Hzmorrhoides, or Piles, both within and 
without, which many Times cauſe Fiſtula's 
in the Part. 


Diſeaſes of the Inteſtines. 


The ILIACc Passovn. 


OU need go no further for the Cure 

of this fatal Diſeaſe, than to take a 
Pound, or a Pound and half of Crude Mer- 
cury. 


of 


— 


| The Cholack. 


cc O R the firſt of theſe, take Rheubarb, 
4 Cream of Tartar, Liquoriſh, Co- 
« riander-Seeds, powder all theſe very fine; 
take half a Dram Night and Morning in 

« Glaſs 
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« a Glaſs of Wine : Or take Black-Cherry- 
« Water, Mint-Water, of each two Ounces, 
« ftrong Cinnamon-Water, Liquid Lauda- 
« num twenty Drops; take this at Night 
going to Bed; or take the Salt of Worm- 
« wood, as preſcribed in Diſeaſes of the Sto- 
© mach, for the other. 


The Streight Gur, 


S often infeſted with little white flat Worms, 

call'd Aſcarides, which are deftroy'd by 
the following Clyſter: Boil Quickfilyer in 
Water in an Earthen Pot for two Hours ; 
give it by way of Clyſter. 

Tux Caſe of Miſs Corbet was ſo very re- 
markable, that it made a very great Noiſe all 
over the Town, inſomuch that the Gentle- 
men of the Faculty ſeem'd to be much 
alarmed. The Right Honourable the Lady 
Louiſa Barkeley, being left off by other Phy- 
ſicians; and the Right Honourable the Lady 
Rachel Mannors, being likewiſe left off by 
her Phyſicians; it was agreed on all Hands, 
that I kept them alive ſeveral Days longer 
1E chan 
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than was expected by any Perſon about them. 

The Lord Irwin died of the Small Pox near 
the ſame Time; as'did the Duke of Rutland, 
and Mr, Man/el of a great %% Family, 

Great Endeayours were uſed to ſaddle me 
with the Death of theſe three Gentlemen; 

It was given out by the Apothecarics, that 
I had kill'd all three of them, by introducing 
a new Method of Practice; whereas, to the 
beſt of my Knowledge, I never faw the Face 
of either of them. 15 | 


I NEvER affronted any Apothecary, unleſs 
ordering too little Phy ſick; and curing a Pa- 
tient too ſoon, is, in their Way of Thinking 
an unpardonable Crime. I muſt confeſs, I 


neyer could bring an Apothecary's Bill to 
three Pounds, in a Fever; whereas I have 


Known ſome of their Bills, in this Diſeaſe, 
amount to forty, fifty, and 3 Pounds. If 
they can't cure with leſs Charges, I can't for- 
bear ſaying, That J have the ſame Opinion 
of their Integrity, as | have of their Under- 
ſtanding. 


Smcx theſe Gentlemen have been pleas'd 
to take ſuch Liberties with my Character, I 
think Ihave an equal Right, or that, at Icaſt, 
it will be pardonable 1 in me, if 1 endeayout 

to 


7 
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to lay open their Iniquities to the World, 
When I haye attended ſome of | my Patients, 
they have very often given it as a Reaton 
for not ſeeing me, That I do not preſcribe 
every Time that I viſit them ; and have like- 
wiſe told me, That they learned this Doc- 
trine from the Apothecary, That tis your 
Writing-Phyſician only, ah has aTitle 10a 
Fee. I muſt own, at firſt Sight, this carries 
a very good Face with it, and. muſt naturally 
create in Patients a great 2 pinion of the Apo- 
thecary, who ſeems, in this Reſpect, to act 
merely out of Regard to their Welfare, and 
not from any View to the Doctor's Intereſt, 
or his own, But to me it appears very plain» 
ly a Deceit, however plauſible to others; 
and, to make it clear to you, only conſider, 
that if the Phyſician writes, it muſt be ten or 
twelve Shillings at leaſt in the Apothecary's 
Way ; and, for my Part, I don't look upon 
this to be at all better than picking one Man's 
Pocket, to put Money into another's. 

Now I appeal to cach unprejudic'd Rea- 
der, Whether, if a Phyſician muſt be com- 
pell'd to vary his Preſcriptions, when there 
is no Occaſion for it, he is not conſequently 
left under the greateſt Uncertainty, and un- 

I 4 capable 


( 120 ) 


capable of judging what may, or may not be, 
of benefit to his Patient ? So that if ſuch a 
Practice does not prove fatal to the Patient, 


he runs at leaſt a very great Hazard of his 
Life. 


*Ti1s my Opinion, the leſs Apothecaries 
Gains are, the better the Patients may afford 
to fee their Doctor. I know very well, I am 
no ſooner called to a Patient, but it reported 
immcdiately, He is dead, and I have killed 
him; as in the Caſe of Sir 7ohn B unt, very 
lately, who was ſtruck with the Dead Pal- 
ſey: However, in four Days, his Senſes were 
perfectly reſtored to him; and in twelve Days 
he had the ſame Motion, Life, and Senſation, 
on that Side which was ſtruck, as on the Side 
that was not affected. 


Ir by what I have ſaid, I have diſobliged 
all the Apothecaries in the Kingdom, I have 
not many more Enemies amongſt them, than 
I had before. If it ſhould be ask'd now, 
What was the original Grounds of their Diſ- 
like to me? I can give no other Reaſon, than 
my being always inviolably attach'd to the 
Intereſt and Welfare of my Patient, and en- 
tirely regardleſs of theſe Gentlemens unwar- 
rantable Gains. * 


( 727, /) 

Ir after all that has been ſaid, T am ftill 
to be recommended by Apothecaries, and 
muſt depend entirely upon their good Word, 
I can aſſure the World, I ſhall ſoon retire ; 
where none, except the Poor, will MN VOY 
Alliſtance from me. 


I am very ſenſible, my Method in curing 
Bevers is much exploded, becauſe I act quite 
contrary to the common Practice. I hap- 
penꝰ'd to live in Glouceſterſhire, in the Years 
1728 and 1729 ; when a very fatal Epidemi- 
cal Fever raged to ſuch a Degree, as to ſweep 
off whole Families, nay, almoſt whole Villa- 
ges. I was called to ſeveral Houſes, where 
eight or nine Perſons were down at a Time, 
and yet did not ſo much as loſe one Patient 
where I was concern'd. I defy the Malice 
of my moſt implacable Enemies to make it 
appear, that in my Ten Years laſt Practice, I 
have loſt Twelve Patients, in ail Kinds of 
Fevers put together. 


Tue Caſe of Zohn-Dineley Goodeere Eſq; 
of Charlton in Worceſterſhire, near Eveſham, 
was very remarkable : Some Years ago, when 
he was in London, he was ſeized with a vio- 
lent Fever: He was unwilling that Sir Ea- 
Ward Goodeere, his Father, who was in Town 


at 
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at the ſame Time, ſhould know any Thing 
of it; ſo that he was, as it were, in Extre. 
mis before his Father was acquainted with it. 
He order'd me immediately to be called to 
his Son, whoſe Eyes were ſet in his Head, 
his Jaw fallen, his Tongue directly black 
and hard, his Face as black as an Indian, with 
round Drops upon it as big as Peaſe or Pulſe. 
The Apothecary being preſent, I asked him 
if he blooded. He told me, Yes; and accord- 
ingly got every Thing in order for it. I bid 
him take Care to make a large Orifice, which 
he did. He asked me how much Blood he 
muſt take away. I anſwer'd, I could not tell, 
He ſaid he had taken off twelve Ounces. I 
ſaid, Let the Patient bleed on. The Apo- 
thecary now told me, he had drawn twenty 
Ounces. Then I diſcern'd ſomething of a 
Pulſe coming on in my Patient. In the Con- 
cluſion, he bled to forty-eight or fifty Oun- 
ces. The Sweat went off, and his Face came 
to its Colour. Whilſt he was bleeding, I got 
a Cool Tankard of Rheniſh-Wine, Water, 
and Lemon, which held near three Quarts : 
I raifed him upon his Pillow, and gave him 
about a Pint-Glaſs full; and immediately af- 
ter he began to move his Eyes, and cloſe his 
| W | 
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Jaws. In a very ſhort Time after, I gave 
him a couple of Glaſſes more. He then fixed 
his Eyes hard upon me, put his Hand out to 
me, and ſaid, Is it you, my dear Friend? I 
asked him, If he could drink. He anſwer'd, 
The Ocean. I made thoſe about him rub his 
Head with dry Cloths, and then asked how 
he found himſelf. He anſwer'd, In a flrange 
confuſed Condition. In one Hour, or there- 
abouts, he flung the Clothes off che Bed, put 
his Feet in his Slippers, call'd for his Night- 
Gown, walked to the other Side of the 
Room, ſet himſelf down in a two-arm'd 
Chair, Now, my dear Friend, (ſays he,) we 
will have one Flask of Claret together. I 
told him, I wculd drink a Flask of Cla- 


ret; but that he muſt flick to his Cool Lan- 
hard. 


Trex next Morning, when I came to wait 
on him, he was down in the Stable amongſt 
his Horſes, without a Cap, having nothing 
on but his Night-Gown and Slippers. I 
asked him, How he id? Be ſaid, Never bet- 
ter in all his Life. This was in the Month 
of March. Now, this is term'd. a deſperate 
Way of Practice; but then they who con- 
8 e demn 
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demn it, ſhould give an Inſtance of any one 
I have loſt by ſuch Methods. 


Wu k As ſome People have maliciouſly 
ported, That 7ohu- Dineley Goodere Eſq; 
inſtead cf the moit violent Fever that I ever 
ſaw, labour'd only under a Fit of Drunken- 
neſs: To convince them of their Error, I 
have here inſerted a Paper written by Sir Ed. 
ward Goodere, and which he deliver'd to me 


with his own Hands. Take it in his own 


Words: 
cc AVIN G read my Son's Caſe in 
cc Dr. Dover?s Legacy, I do affirm 


© what he has let down to be literally true: 
« And this I inſert for the Good of all Man- 
« kind in ſuch a Caſc. 


Edward Goodere. 


THERE 1s nothing more certain, than that 
the whole Animal Creation is liable to di- 
vers Kinds of Diſeaſes; and it is as certain, 
that the Almighty Goodneſs has afforded 
Animals ſuch Appetitions of Nature, or In- 


ſind, 
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ſtinct, that we daily ſee they have Recourſe 
to ſuch Remedies, whereby they recover their 
Health. Birds reſort to their ſeveral Sorts of 
Caſtings, when their Stomachs are deprav'd; 
in Fevers, to Cold-Bathing; or when they 
have gorged themſelves with too much Food, 
then to their Weatherings on the Tops of 
high Trees. Let but a Lady's Lap-Dog go 
out in the Fields, he ſhall ſearch every where 
to find out the Gramen Caninum, or Dog- 
Graſs, of which he ſhall cat till he both 
yomits and purges. As for the Reprilia, 
thoſe ſmall Animals, there 1s no Doubt to 
be made, but they have alſo their Remedies. 
Now, by our Treatment of the ſeveral Diſea- 
ſes incident to us, it ſeems as if Providence 
had exempted us from this great Benefit 
afforded to the ſubordinate Creatures, If we 
have a Fever, we muſt be kept cloſe, and 
ply'd with the moſt heating Remedies ; be 
denied cooling and diluting Liquors, and 
every Thing elſe that we call for with the 
greateſt Earneſtneſs. This is contradicting 
the Rules of Nature, and moſt certainly 
wrong. Right Reaſon, and the Rules of 
Nature will eternally tally. 


I an 
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I am credibly inform'd, The moſt learned 
and ingenious Dr. Boerhaave, in all Fevers 
bleeds plentifully, gives Air to his Patients 
immediately, tears off all Bliſters, and indul. 


ges the ſick Perſon with all manner of cooling 
and diluting Liquors. 


Tus Remedies that have been preſcribed 
for the ſeveral Diſtempers mention'd in this 
Treatiſe, may, with Gop's Bleſſing upon 
them, be depended on as yery efficacious in 
the Cure of each particular Diſeaſe, unleſs a 
Perſon has a Complication of Diſtempers up- 
on him at once. But I muſt give the Reader 
one Caution, That there is a great Difference 
in the ſeveral Conſtitutions of Mankind; 
and therefore it muſt be left to every Man's 


Diſcretion, as to the Quantity he is to take of 
cach of theſe Medicines. 


I HAvE gone through moſt of the Diſtem- 
pers common to the Climate we livein; and 
have ſhewn, at the ſame Time, what is the 
moſt likely Method of curing them; and hope, 
that as to the Plainneſs of my Style, and ma- 
king the Deſcriptions intelligible, I have been 


as good as my Promiſe made in the Begin- 
ning of this Treatiſe, 


I vo 
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I Do not ſeek for Applauſe from this Per- 
formance, eſpecially from the Gentlemen of 
the Faculty, being ſenſible how many great 
and powerful Enemies I have amongſt them: 
Who, as they have done all they could hi- 
therto to diſcredit my Practice, ſo probably 
will take Occaſion, from the Publication of 
theſe Sheets, to improve their Invectives and 
Reſentments againſt me: But as Cuſtom has 
made ill Uſage familiar to me, I think I am 
prepared for any future Calumny. In the 
mean Time I would caution unwary People 
againſt one Thing; which is, Not to miſtake 
every Graduate for a Phyſician, nor a Clan 
of prejudiced Gentlemen for Oracles. Ex- 
perience is all in all; and I will venture to 
ſay ſome Experience has fallen to my Share, 
having ſought it in other Places beſides the 
Shops of Apothecaries, or the Colleges of 
Phyſicians, 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


AVING omitted the following Let- 

ter from Anthony Balam Eſq; in 
Great-Rufſel-Street, which I deſign'd to have 
inſerted when I was ſpeaking of Quichſilver, 
I ſhall give it my Readers in this Place. 


London, 15 April, 1732. 


STR, 
1 O U have always undoubtedly great 
cc Satisfaction in hearing Succeſs at- 


ce tends your Ad vice, eſpecially in obſtinate 
« Chronic Caſes, which have long baffled 
ce the Power of Phy lick. 


« I therefore think my ſelf indiſpenſibly 
« obliged to give you that Pleaſure, ſo much 
« your Due, in reciting the Effects of your 
&« Preſcription. 


« You will, I am ſure, excuſe me from 
« the difficult Attempt of explaining my 
% Caſe; which, were I able to execute, 
e would be needleſs to you, who are ſo well 
« acquainted with it. Let it therefore ſuf- 
« fice to ſay, That my Aſthma has been 
from 
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from my Infancy, and at different Times 
has afflicted me under all the various 
Shapes that Diſtemper exhibits in all the 
Patients I ever yet convers'd with, and 
that I never found any very ſenſible Re- 
lief from 'Phyſick. Some Time in De- 
tember laſt was Twelve months, you ad- 
viſed me to take Quickſilver : I happily 
reſoly'd to follow this Advice, and imme- 
diately found great Relief. Other Diſor- 
ders, after ſome Time uſing it, intervening, 
occalion'd ſome Interruptions in my 
Courſe; and from June till October, being 
in the Country, I quite forbore the Uſe of 
it; but at that Time J again began taking 
it an Ounce per Day, and have hitherto 
continued it with very few Intermiſſions: 


The Conſequence of which is, that from 


the firſt Time of taking it, to this Inſtant, I 
never had any violent Fit; and during all 
the laſt Winter, I have not been confined, 
otherwiſe than through Precaution, to 
a void the Inclemencies of very bad Wea- 
ther, or upon ſlight Attacks, when Reſt is 
always preferrable to any the leaſt Motion. 
My Complaints, though very greatly di- 
miniſh'd, I cannot fay are abſolutely re- 

K % moy'd; 
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mov'd; I have had frequent Symptoms 
threatening me, and eſpecially this Spring, 
the Variableneſs of the Weather being al- 
ways a great Enemy to me. But happy 
in a high Degree is my preſent Condition, 
when compared with my former. 'To you 
Lam indebted for this Happineſs; and I 
ſhall be always ready to make ſuch Ac- 
knowledgments of it, as the moſt grate. 
ful Senſe can inſpire. | 


« Ix you think my Name may do any Ser- 
vice, in encouraging other Sufferers to try 
a Remedy, which, by my Experience in 
a long Ule, proves not only very innocent 
of the Charge of bringing on other bad 
Conſequences, but likewiſe the ſole effica- 
cious one in this lamentable Diforder, you 
are very welcome to make ſuch Ule of it 
as you may think proper. 

« T HAvE the Liberty to mention another 
Gentleman's Name, who, through my 
Means, and by Encouragement from me, 
has reaped a much greater Adyantage from 
your Advice than my ſelf. Mr. More, 
who lives at Epſom, has been troubled 
from his Infancy with an Aſthma in an 


d extream Degree. About laſt February was 


Twelve- 
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« Twelve-month he began the Uſe of 
« uickſilver; he has taken it ever ſince, 


« with very few Intermiſſions: He has from 


that Time had but two ſmall Fits; th 


« laſt was in Auguſt paſt, and was the leaſt 
« of the two : Since that Time he- has not 
« had one Aſthmatick Symptom; and from 
« not being able ſcarcely ever to walk, he 
« has, fot his Diyerſion, walk'd from Lon- 
« din to Epſom. | 


« I wisH you may ſoon produce 10 many 
« other Examples of ſuch Cures, as may 
« overcome all Prejudices and groundleſs 
« Fears, and propagate the merited Credit of 
30 ſatutiferous a Remedy. I am, 


SIR, 
Tour moſt obliged, 


and very humble Servant, 


To Dr. Dov ts. 


ANTHONY Balan. 


K 2 STR, 


%% 


SIX, 

Hovcn a Stranger to the Nature of 
1 Quickſilver, and its Manner of Ope- 
ration; yet being fully convinced of its 
Power and Advantage from Experience, 
(which is generally eſteemed the beſt Ma. 
ſter,) I think I ſhould be ungrateful to Goo, 
and unjuſt to you and Mankind, ſhould ! 
be filent amidſt the Clamours and Artifices 
which are made ute of to leſſen your Repu- 
tation, and deter the World from being be- 
nefited by one of the beſt Remedy's, perhaps, 
in Phyſicks, if I may be allowed to ſpeak 
what I know : And I have had a long and 
frequent Experience of it in many Caſes in 
my own Family ; more particularly in a 
Niece of mine, who was with me ſome Time 
for Education, who, from a Feyer which ſhe 
for Years together was annually ſubje& to, 
and was ſo reduced, that her Life was de- 
ſpaired of, ſhe finding no Benefit from all ſhe 
took, you may remember, Sir, you was cal- 
led in, and by taking of Quickſilyer by your 
Advice for fourteen Mornings together, and 
afterwards Mynſicht's Elixir of Vitriol, with 


frequent Blecding, ſhe was reſtored to, and, 
by 
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by Gop's Bleſſing, ſtill enjoys a healthy 
Conſtitution: I had likewiſe a Nephew, 
who lay three Weeks in a moſt languiſhing 
Condition; his Body was diſtorted, his Hip 
and Shoulder being almoſt drawn together; 
no Help could be found, (though no Ad. 
vice or Aſſiſtance was wanting,) till, by 
your Direction, he took Quickſilver, which 
in three Mornings ſet him perfectly ftrait, 
and has remained ſo ever ſince. If you think 
making this publick may be of any Service, 
you have my free Conſent to do with it as 
you will ; who am, 


81 R, 


Tour meſt obliged 
London, March 10. 


I 2. 
th humble Servant, 


Jo. Porr. 


To Dr. Trowas Doyts, 
T )beſe. 
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SIR, 
Hap the Gout in my Stomach and Bow- 


els for a conſiderable Time, inſomuch 
that I had two Phyſicians with me for fix 


Weeks: They gave me all the heating Me- 


dicines they could contrive or think of; but 
all to no Purpoſe ; ſo that at the laſt, I was 
brought to extreme Faintings and Cold Sweats 
that I wetted a Pair of Sheets in an Hour. 
A very worthy neighbouring Gentleman 
hearing of my miſerable Condition, came 
to ſee me, and perſwaded me to take two 


Ounces of Quickſil ver; which I accordingly 


did, and found Relief thereby in four Hours 
Time, and in three Days all the gouty Mat- 
ters were thrown down into my Feet. Up- 
on which I perſiſted in taking of Quick- 
filyer ; and have ever ſince enjoy d a good 
State of Health, which 1s for near two Years 
Space. I am, 


DIR, 


2 


April 20. 1733. 
Harvey. 


To Dr. Doytk in London. 
| STR, 
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Levaſbam, Feb. 14th 
SIX, 1732-3. 


Gentleman the other Day put a Book 
A into my Hands, that lately came out 
againſt taking of Quickſilyer : I think the 
Author very bold, ſince there are ſo many 
living Evidences that have received ſuch 
Benefit, when nothing elſe would afford 


them Eaſe. 
I have been troubled with an Aſthma from 


my Infancy; and have conſulted many of the 
moſt noted Phyſicians of my Time, both at 
Home and Abroad, without the leaſt Re- 
lief : My Fits uſed to attack me in fourteen, 
ſixteen, or twenty-one Days, without being 
able to go to Bed for two or three Days and 
Nights. On theT wenty-fuſt of April laſt, in 
a violent Fit,I took an Ounce of Crude Mer- 
cury, and have continued it. I am ſo happy 
to know nothing of an Aſthma ſince Zune 
laſt, notwithſtanding I have caught ſeveral 
ſeyere Colds this Winter. 

I MAKE bold to trouble you with this for 
the ſake of other poor Sufferers, leaſt they 
might be frighten'd from ſo beneficial a Re- 
medy to Mankind, 
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I NEED not acquaint you, Sir, of the Safe. 
ty of the Quickſilyer ; but I aſſure you, in 
the Abſence of my Fits, all my Life-Time, 
L lived freely ; and fince my taking it, have 
never gone one Jot out of my Road either 
in Eating or Drinking; but never knew 
what it was to enjoy Health before. 


I Trovcur myſelf obliged to return you 


my hearty Thanks : For 'tis to you I enjoy 


my preſent happy Condition, and ſhall al- 
ways be proud to acknowledge it ; and know 


many more are ready to deſtroy all Prejudices 
againſt it. I am, OG 


81 R, 
Your moſt obliged 


Humble Servant, 


WIII. Mosts. 


P. FH. I am removed from Greenwich to 
Lewſham ; ſhall always be proud to 
kiſs your Hand. 


To Dr. Doves, in London, 
Theſe. 


SIR, 


% 
SIR, 


SenD you my promiſed Cafe, a very ſad 
I one formerly ; but now, (Thanks be to 
God, and to his Kindneſs under whoſe Cover 
I convey this to you, ) it is ſo much mended, 
and the Means of Relief ſo plainly in my 
own Power, that I live a very comfortable 
Life, in compariſon of the long Time I was 
troubled very grie vouſly with an Aſthma. 
_ ABovuT twenty-five Years ago it firſt came 
and fix'd upon me; a violent Cold and 
Catarrh brought it ; and the Misfortune of 
no good Ad vice for a Cure, ſettled and con- 
firmed it. 

Ar firſt I had it moſt in Town, and in 
the Winter ; but the Country and Summer 
always gave me Eaſe for two or three Years 
together. 

AFTERWARDS, upon a great Cold taken, 
my Aſthma became periodical, and followed 
me every where with yery little Variation. 

IT was of the ſpitting, flatulent Kind, al- 
ways attended with a Fever, and ſometimes, 
I thought, convulſive: What made me to 
Judge ſo was, that in great Struggles, when 
could extend my Arms, and with my 

Hands 
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Hands graſp any Thing hard, bending my 
Body low and forward, for the freer Pla 


of the Lungs, I breathed eaſier. 


To tell you all my Sufferings, and Endea. 
vours for Eaſe in that unhappy State, would 
be too tedious. In ſhort, I was ſo ill, and 
had ſo many Friends concern d for me, that 
I wanted no Advice, and left none untried: 
J run through long Courſes of Phyſick, of 
all the Kinds, and at all Hazards ; and by 
many raſh and indiſcreet Doings of my own, 
as well as of my Adviſers, I ſoon reduced a 
ſtrong, vigorous, and active Conſtitution, to 
a very lazy, weak, and crazy one. At laſt 
having obſeryed, that I was never better 
than when I cat and drank very ſparingly 
of Animal Food and Spirituous Liquors, I 
began to hve very low, and to diink Water 
with my Wine, the beſt Julep in the World; 
and this doing, was of great Service to me, 
not only when Aſthma, or the Fears of it, 
were moſt upon me, but at all other better 
Times: The more ſcrupulouſly TI obſery'd it, 
the better I fared ; and the weaker always 
proycd the next Attacks of my old Tormen- 
tor. I had taken no little Pleaſure for ſome 

Time 
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Time in this Experiment, when I was adyi- 
{cd to add to it the Uſe of Bellofte's Pills. 
I did fo, and they proving beneficial, I learnt 
from them to take Crude Mercury; which I 
prefer in my own particular Caſe to Bel- 
bfte's Pills, becauſe of the Purgative Quali- 
ty of them; which does not ſuit me fo well, 
though it may be very proper for many 
Conſtitutions ſtronger than mine. On this 
very Account I tried the Æthiops Minera- 
lis alſo ; but whether there was too little 
Mercury, or too much Sulphur, in the Mix- 
ture, 1 ſet it aſide for the Crude Mercury 
alone, which I have now taken ſince laſt 
May more conſtantly, and with better Ob- 
ſervance than when I firſt uſed it, or rather 
play'd with it, ſometimes half an Ounce Night 
and Morning ; ſometimes an Ounce in the 
Morning only; intermitting now and then a 
Fortnight, and then again a Month; but I 
have continued taking two Months together. 
I now take it either occaſionally, that is, 
when I obſerve the firſt Symptoms of Whea- 
zing and Short-breathing, which never fail 
to be the Effect of the leaſt oyercharging of 
my Stomach, or the eating or drinking ſtrong 
Meats 
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Meats and Liquors, more than a Taſte: Or 
J take it by Way of Prevention, two or three 
Doſes in a Fortaight. For this yery Reaſon, 
I took an Ounce laſt Night, and another this 
Morning; fo that I can truly tell you, upon 
the Whole, and Gop's Bleſſing, upon Low 
Life and Crude Mercury, for theſe two Years 
laſt paſt, I have comfortably ſlept in my Bed 
every Night, but one, or two at moſt. 

I have no Fits like unto the former: I have 
expectorated more eaſily, and leſs by nine 
Parts in ten, than I uſed to do. And what 
beſides is very obſervable, and a very great 
Encouragement to me, I am but rarely ſen- 
ſible of that Feveriſh Diſpoſition. I, for ſo 
many Years before, was always complaining 
of; and Aſthma has no more its uſual Pe- 
riods. 

T think I have now tried your Patience 
ſufficiently ; but I was willing to let you 
know how much I have tried Crude Mercu- 
ry, to be an Inſtance of its inoffenſive Qua- 
lity, at leaſt; and, if not, of all that Efficacy 
upon my Diſtemper I could wiſh, yet of 
much Good it has done me, and ftill does 
me. 


11 
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It has not quite cured me; and perhaps 
never will: But fo long as I can keep by it 
all my former Fears at a comfortable Diſtance, 
and ſaſely nip and check them in the very 
Bud, T ſhall have more Reaſon to continue 
the Uſe of it, than they can have who would 


forbid it. I heartily wiſh you good Sueceſs 


in your Preſcriptions of 1 it, and am, 


S1R, | 
IS. 
| Tour moſt humble Servant, 
74 425 5 4 $4s 
Shen 1 
fe J. La Ports. 


To Dr. Doves. 


S 1 R, 
Should be very ungrateful, if I did not 
acknowledge the great Benefit and Ad- 
vantage I have receiy'd from your Advice 
and Direction, in taking Crude Mercury. 1 
haye for many Years been troubled with 
ſtrong Scorbutick Humours, but more par- 
ticularly fo all laſt Summer : And the Be- 
ginning of the Winter the Humour was ſo 
| ſtrong 
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ſtrong and violent, in and about my Right 
Knee, that the Joint was almoſt quite ſtiff, 
ſo that I could ſcarce walk; and it was with 
great Pain and Difficulty when I went up 
any Steps that were any thing higher than 
ordinary: And at Night I had a good deal 
of Pain, and Uneaſineſs in turning my ſelf 
in Bed After my firſt Application to you, 
about laſt CHriſimas, I immediately took, 
aceording to your Direction, one Ounce of 
Crude Mercury every Morning. By the 
Time I had taken twelve or fourteen Oun- 
ces, I found my ſelf abundantly better; and 
before I had taken two Pounds, I was quite 
well: All the Stiffneſs, Uneaſineſs, and Pain, 
I had in my Knee was quite gone, and my 
Leg as well and as ſtrong, I think, as ever 
it was in my Life. — For ſeyeral Years I 
uſed to haye a good deal of white Scurf in 
my Hands, in the Spring ; and therefore I 


thought proper to continue taking the Crude 


Mercury ; and now, this laſt Spring, I have 
not the leaſt Scurf in my Hands, or any 
where whatſoeyer, 


I have taken in all about five Pounds of 
Crude Mercury ; and, in my Opinion, in 
ſtub. 


C 


Pi 
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ſtubborn. Chronic Caſes, there is no Remedy 
ſo good; and, I and ſure, nothing can be 
more pleaſant and agreeable ; for, in the 
taking, I have never been in the leaſt ſick or 
uneaſy , never confined ſo much as a Quar- 
ter of an Hour; nor never in the leaſt inter- 
rupted, either in Buſineſs or Pleaſures, I 


heartily wiſh you equal Succeſs with your 
other Patients, and am, 


S1R, 
Tour moſt obliged 
Piccadilly, May 10. f LY 
1133. humble Servant, 


BE N j. BENSON. 


POSTSCRIPT. 


Henry Boſſenburg (my Servant) has al- 
ſo had very great Benefit from Crude 
Mercury. For theſe laſt three or four Years, 
he has had great Pains in his Head and 
Eyes, Pains and Contractions in his Legs, 
a voracious Stomach, eat a vaſt deal of 
Victuals, but never agreed with bim; 
could get little or no Reſt or Sleep at 
Night, and commonly feyeriſh, a great 
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deal of Pain in his Back and Kidneys, and in 
the Groin. He has taken about three Pound 
of Crude Mercury, and has found a moſt 
aſtoniſhing Cure. He has voided, at Times 
a vaſt deal of ſmall red Gravel, and ſlimy 
corrupt Matter, and a great deal of Stuff, 
which appear'd to him to be a Sort of 
Worms. His Pains have all left him; what 
he cats agrees with him: He fleeps well a 
Night; and has perfectly recoyer'd his Health 
and Strength. 


To Dr. Dorzs. 


Red. Lyon Square, 
>. "OP ; R, May 16. 1733: 


TTY HE Benefits I have received from the 

the taking of Crude Quickſilver, and 
the firm Opinion I have of the Uſefulneſ 
of that Medicine in all Chronical Caſes, and 
Diſtempers procecding from Obſtructions 
would render me unpardonable, ſhould I 
refuſe to let the Particulars of my Caſe be 
Publiſhed in the Work you have informed 
me 15 now 1a the Preſs. 


Tas 


ry: | 
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Tus Original, Sir, of my Illneſs was a 
Cold, contracted by laying in damp Sheets, 
which was fallowed with a little feveriſh In- 
diſpoſition. To remove which, I ſent for Dr. 
Mullens, of Salisbury, for whom I have a 
very great Efteem, and whoſe Advice is ge- 
nerally attended with Succeſs. He thought 
proper to treat this lurking Fever with the 
Salts and cool Regimen; but inſtead of yield- 
ing to the Medicines, it ſoon was accompa- 
nied with a very ſtrong Hyſterick Cafe, and 
riolent Pains in my Bowels and Stomach, 
which I could liken to nothing but a Pin's 
being drove through me about the Navel. 
In this Condition I was brought up to Lon- 
don, and put myſelf into the Hands of Dr. 
Mead and Dr. Monroe ; and from the juſt 
Eminency they have both acquired in their 
Profeſſion, as well as the intimate Friend» 
ſhip I have many Years had with the latter, 
I flattered myſelf with Relief from thoſe 
Pains, which now conſtantly attended me. 
Thoſe Gentlemen were of Opinion that my 
Fever was only Symptomatical; and that my 


| Diltemper aroſe from Obſtructions in ſome _ 
of the Secretogy Veſſels ; which Opinion was 


Juſtified by the Succeſs ; for on giving me 
5 warm 
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warm Medicines, the feyeriſh Symptoms left 
me, and my Spirits were much eaſier and free: 
But ſtill my Pains continued. I was attended 
by a ſevere Coſtiveneſs, or rather a total 
Stoppage, unleſs forced by the Methods uſed 
in ſuch Cafes. I grew exceedingly emacia- 
ted, and could not, without Difficulty, croſs 
my Chamber: They then thought it ad. 
viſable to ſend me to Bath; the Fatigue of 
which Journey brought all my Peveriſh 
Symptoms again upon me. To remove which 
my good Friend, Dr. Bave, thought proper 
to give me the Bark, which I have formerly 
obſerved to have an odd Effect on my Con- 
ſtitution ; and cither that Drug, or my Di- 
ſtemper, immediately took away the Uſe of 
my Hands, ſo that for many Weeks, I could 
not ſign my Name, I drank the Bath 
Waters regularly for ten Weeks; I cannot 
ſay they diſagrecd with me; but I grew 
weaker ; all my Complaints continued, with 
the Addition of a violent Pain in the Soles 
of my Feet, and Palms of my Hands, with 
ſuch a Numbneſs in my Fingers and Tocs, 
that I could not perceive any Life or Circu- 
lation of the Blood in them. In this Con- 


dition I was prevailed with by a Friend to 


try 
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try what Effet Crude Quickſilver would 
have on me ; and took three Quarters of an 
Ounce every Morning for about twelve 
Days. The third Morning I began to find 
my Fingers and Toes tingle, and a Warmth 
in them, which I had not felt for many 
Weeks; my Secretions were all well per- 
formed, as when in the State of my belt 
Health: I could eat in five or ſix Days a 
boil'd Chicken, drink a Half. Pint of Wine, 
and flept well, which I had not done for 
a Quarter of an Hour, during my whole 
Illneſs, but when obtained by Opiats: My 
Pains left me, and no Complaints, except a 

great Weakneſs, remained. 
NoTwitrsTANDING the Succels J found, 
I ſuffer'd myſelf to be perſwaded, that the 
Uſe of a Medicine of that Specifick Gravity, 
might be attended with very ill Conſequences, 
and that now the Obſtructions were removed, 
the uſual Methods of Phyſick would perform 
the reſt. I left off the taking of my Quick- 
lilver ; and the Weather growing hot, left the 
Bath, and came for London, but found my- 
ſelf grow every Day worſe, and all my Com- 
plaints returned. I again put myſelf into the 
Hands of the two Gentlemen, whoſe Advice 
L 2 L be- 
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I before had had ; who, I do believe, did all 
that the Power of Phyſick could attempt: 
But my Pains grew as intenſe as ever; the 
Paſſages were again ſtopt; I could not obtain 
one Hour's Sleep; and I have been informed 
thoſe Gentlemen declared to ſeveral of my 
Friends, that there was little Hopes of my 
Recovery. When I had gone on a Month 
in this Way, I reſol ved to try once more the 
Effect of Quickſilver : I took it again in the 
ſame Quantity; and it produced in every Par- 
ticular the ſame Effect: I continued taking 
it for ſeven Weeks every Morning; and have 
enjoyed from that Time perfect Health: l 
have known it ſince taken with great Succels 
in ſeveral Chronical Caſes ; and particularly 
a remarkable Cure performed by it on a Lady, 
whole ill Digeſtion occaſioned violent Pains in 
her Stomach for many Years, after eating, 
which this Medicine has wholly removed : | 
have alſo myſelf cured a Horſe of the Glan- 
ders, by giving him an Ounce every Mori 
ing for a Month. 

I Have given you the whole Hiſtory of 
my Caſe; and own, Sir, I look upon the 
Life 1 now enjoy to be owing to this Medi 
cine. I find the Gentlemen knowing in the 

Practice 
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Practice of Phyſick ſeem to diſpute from 
what Quality or natural Power this Imma- 
ture Metal can produce ſuch Effects? Give 
a Novice, Sir, Leave to ſhoot his Bolt, and 
to ſuppoſe its Effects produced from the Sul- 
phur this Mineral contains; which, by many 
Experiments I have tried, I have found to 
be much purer than any of the Minerals, and 
even of moſt of the Mctals : And if further 
Trials were made with that View, perhaps 
the Efficacy of the Medicine might be pre- 
ſerved, and the ObjeQtion that moſt of the 
Gentlemen of the Faculty make, of the Dan- 
ger of Circulating fo heavy a Fluid in the 
Blood Veſſels, might be avoided. 


Jam, S 1 R, 
Tour obliged 


Humble Servant, 


Foward LISTE. 


For Dr, Dover at the Je- 
ruſalem Coffee - Ilouſe, 


London, 


L 3 SIR, 
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Tork, May 4. 


OU mult haye been under the ſtrong 
Influence of ſome very inauſpicious 
Planet, not your Friend Mercury : For what 
leſs could have hurried you into ſo inconſi- 
rate and raſh a Reſolution of publiſhing your 
Heterodox Notions and Practice in Phy- 
lick. 


PERMIT a Friend to expoſtulate a little 
with you upon this melancholy Subject. 


Doxs not the Faculty conſiſt of Members 
actuated by the ſame Paſſions and Prejudices 
common to all other Men ? Haye they not 
an Intereſt diſtinct from that of the Commu- 
nity, as they in ſome meaſure ſubſiſt by the 
Calamities in the Publick? Are they leſs 
ſenſible than others, of the Eaſe and Conve- 
niency in purſuing their Ends, the Acquiſi- 
tion of Fame and Affluence, in Paths ready 
traced out to them, without the painful and 
induſtrious Application requiſite in ſeeking 
new ones? And will they not conſequently 
be obſtinately tenacious of their old general- 
received Rules, ſtrenuouſly defend them up- 

| | = 


"So 388.) 
on all Occaſions, and treat eyery prying Re- 


former as a Traytor to themſelves, and an 
Enemy to the Publick ? 


IxsTEAD of ſuch Reflections as theſe, you 
may poſſibly have 1magin'd, that they were 
all ſincere Scarchers after Truth, Encoura- 
gers of ingenious and diligent Enquiries, 
and always ready to embrace it when, and 
wherever found: That they were endow'd 
with an humble Opinion of their own Know- 
ledge, join'd with a forbearing and a forgi- 
ving Temper towards ſuch who differ from 
them; imputing all Real Errors to a miſin- 
form'd Judgment, and never uncharitably to 
a Pravity of Will and Morals. Though it 
will be readily allow'd, that there are ſome 
few ſuch, Men of the greateſt Ingenuity and 
Integrity, of exalted and improved Talents, 
an Honour to the Science they profeſs, and 
as worthy of our Efteem and Admiration, as 
the many low Craftſmen are of Contempt 
and Ridicule ; yet, conſidering the great 
Diſparity of Numbers, and Difference of 
Tempers, whatever your Thoughts at that 
Time may haye been, you are ſurely now 
cured of the Infatuation, and convinc'd that 
| L 4 want 
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want of Orthodoxy in Phyſick, is as heinous 
and as unpardonable a Crime with the Gene. 


rality of your Fraternity, as it is in Points 
of Doctrine with the Clergy. 


Ir any Doubts ſtill remain, (as a little 
Champion againſt you ſays it may be poſſi- 
ble,) I imagine ſome Crude Mercury, which 
you often ſwallow, 'muſt have lodg'd in the 
Parts ſubſervient to the Rational Faculties, 
and render'd you Non compos. What but a 
meer Phrenzy could raiſe in you ſo paſſio- 
nate a Concern for the Publick, (who are 
generally unthankful, or inſenſible of ſuch 
Favours,) as to male you entirely regard- 
leſs of your own Welfare? This Publick 
Spirit you will, I dare ſay, plead in Excuſe 
ſor ſo falſe a N And it is, I own, what 
may be urg'd with a better Grace by you 
than your Oppoſers; for they ſwim in Shoals 
with the Current, and have the Approba- 
tion and Aſſiſtance of all, without Fears of 
loſing in ſo unequal an Encounter ! You, on 
the contrary, labour againſt the Strom. 
friendleſs and unaccompanied, and whoever 
meets you in his Way, helps to ſink you. 


A De- 
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A Declaration of Love for the Publick, 
attended with ſuch Circumſtances, you will 
ſay, may be allow'd to be ſincere, while the 
violent Profeſſions of it by others will be 
thought fomewhat equivocal : They may, 
indeed, for Reaſons very obvious, exert the 
beſt of their Skill to relieve People afflicted 
with acute Diſtempers ( unwilling to be 
exactly like the Hangman, who ſees his Pa- 
tient but once, ) and yet be not at all ſolli- 
citous to keep them always in a healthy 
State, or to eradicate Chronical Diſorders, 
which yield many Crops yearly. 

But, in the mean Time, what Harveſt are 
you to reap from this boaſted Sincerity ? 
Had you obtain'd the Fame of ſlaying your 
Thouſands, and Ten thouſands, in a regular 
Courſe, you might have purged, vomited, 
blooded, and flea'd without Cenſure: Even 
your Crude Mercury, had it been given 
without Succeſs, or concealed, would not 
have. opened one of theſe Argos's Eyes; 
whereas your recommending the Ule of it in 
ſo unditguiſed a Way, and the rapid Pro- 
greſs it has made in curing many Diſorders 
before thought to be incurable, expoſes you 
to 
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to the Laſh of many Tongues, and ſome 


Pens. 


A Learned Doctor, in a Treatiſe on Mer- 
cury, ſets forth the great Obligation Nurſes 
and Grave-diggers have to you, and makes 
you as much their Friend as the late Epide- 
mical Diſorders. Think you that ſuch an 
Advocate as the Antidote, or cven the very 
ingenious Cantabrigian, can wipe out Stains 
of fo deep a Dye? 


THe next is a Phyſical, Philoſophical Bar- 
ber-Surgeon, who in a lofty Strain tells the 
World, That the Phyſician is ordain'd by 
Almighty Gop ; and, that he proceeds by 
unerring Rules : But that there are ſome 
bold Intruders in this high Ordination, Stran- 
gers to theſe Rules, who relying on Gueſles, 
he calls Quacks. And after giving a Sketch 
of his Medicinal Philoſophy, his great Eru- 
dition, and pointed Wit, upon the Merit of 
uſing you very roughly, I preſume, he builds 
his Hopes of itepping into the College in his 
Neighbourhood. 


So ſanguine are his ExpeRations of Suc- 
ceſs, that he thus carly addreſſes himſelf to 
the Payour and Protection of the Apotheca- 


ries; 
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ries; a Piece of Policy abſolutely neceſſary 
in Young Practitioners, and not to'be totally 
neglected by the moſt Venerable Sages of 
the Profeſſion ; for whoſe Reputation can 
long ſtand the Shock of an univerſal Charge 
rung upon their melodious Mortars ? 
Another, already dignified, from a Barber- 
Surgeon, turnd into a Doctor, in grateful 
Remembrance of {ſuch his Advancement, im- 
ploys his many leiſure Hours in Service of the 
Fraternity, His avow'd Attempt is, to diſ- 
poſſeſs People of che good Opinion they have 
at preſent entertain'd of Quickſilver; where- 
in he follows the uſual Method of firſt de- 
faming and blaſting the Credit of thoſe who 
recommend it. Anger ſeems to have taken 
Poſſeſſion of the whole Man, and left no 
Room for Reaſon; which being calm and 
cool, always flics terrified from 1o turbulent 
a Companion, Empyrick, Quack, and Not- 
trum-Monger, are Terms as opprobrious and 
irritating among Men of real Learning, as 
the more Vulgar Rhetorick 1s among the Fiſh- 
Women at Billing ſgate ; Tantane atimis 
meaicantibus iræ? 
Poor Belloſie, who died in Peace, where 
he long lived in Eſteem, as a Man of Inge- 
nuit y 
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nuity and great Veracity, is the firſt who falls 
a Victim to his Wrath. He is ſet forth in 
the Character of an Empyrick, that his Medi- 
cine Quickſilver may be called Quackery : 
And as if it were much to the Purpoſe, his 
Philoſophy is criticis'd, without giving any 
Attention to the Truth or Falſchood of the 
Facts quoted. 


What Pretence can you have to more Fa- 
vour than he has met with? You who are 

among us daily, practiſing and inculcating 
| what you have publiſh'd, muſt expect at leaſt 
the like, if not more ſevere Uſage : Your Le- 
gacy has ſpread too far to be longer treated 
with Contempt; its further Progreſs there. 
fore muſt be ſtopped by Cenſures ; every 
Thing you have ſaid or done muſt be con- 
demn?d-; notorious Facts conteſted, and ren- 
der'd doubtful ; and your Reputation open- 
ly attack*d, purely with this View, that what 
you have aſſerted in relation to Quickſilver, 
may find no Credit. 


Are you not in full Expectation of fome 
ſuch Phy fical Sophiſtry, in a Treatiſe ſhort- 
ly to be publiſh'd, which has been uſhered 
into the World by my ma Advertiſe- 

— ments, 
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ments, importunately inviting all Phyſicians, 
Surgeons, and Apothecaries, and others, (if 
any others can be ſuppoſed to have Candour 
and Veracity equal with them,) to ſupply 
Caſes in the Uſe of Quickſilyer. The Can- 
dour of People intereſted muſt undoubtedly 
be great, if the Saying holds true, That Ia- 
tereſt will not he. That of the Publiſher 
will be beſt ſhewed in remarking what Caſes 
came to him from Apothecaries, Sc. and 
what from Patients; that the Readers may 
Judge for themſelves, which moſt to rely on 
as genuine, and fairly ſtated. And 


When he has compleated this Work, he 
would do well to ſhew his Impartiality and 
Publick Spirit, by collecting in the ſame 
Manner all Caſes wherein Vomits have pro- 
ved fatal, and Bliſters occaſioned Mortifica- 
tions, and ſo on, ſtrictly ſcrutinizing into the 
good or bad Succeſs of many other common. 
ly applied Remedies : But this is never to 
be expected. All fatal Miſcarriages, purely 
owing to Medicine regularly preſcribed, will 
be for ever valid. Such Miſcarriages give no 
Offence ; it is a Diſcovery how Cures may 
be cakily attained without the Aſſiſtance of 
Doctors, 
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Doctors, which has gathered a Storm juſt 
ready to burſt on your devoted Head. 

I Hort you may ſtill avert the Danger, 
that theſe firſt Skirmiſhers may have abated 
your Courage ; and that you will not longer 
perſiſt in courting Perſecution, for the ſake 
of the Publick ; but rather endeayour to mi- 
tigate the Correction of your Ad verſaries by 
a ſilent ſubmiſſi ve Retreat from the Conteſt. 
It is prudent to fly with a few Wounds from 
the Outlyers only ; and, on the contrary, 
high Madneſs to moleſt and ſtand combating 
with a whole Neſt of Hornets : However 
you may deſpiſe waſpiſh Inſects, when they 
are in great Numbers enraged and armed 
with poitonous Weapons, they are no con- 
temptible Enemies. 

Tuis Letter, already grown long and te- 
dious, I thought to have finiſhed here; but 
I am willing to ſay ſomething firſt of my elf. 
My Name you know, and Experience has 
ſhewed you ſome of my good Qualities ; but 
be not vainly inquiſitive to know more of me; 
for my Nature and Efficacy is Incomprehen- 
ſible to human Faculties, and will cternally 
deride the ſtudious Labours of the molt cu- 
rious Searchets into Myſteries. 


Ir 
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Ir you torture me by Fire, and top my 
Flight, can I do leſs than reſent ſuch cruel 
Uſage by griping, rending, and in yarious 
Ways exerting my juſt Rage on the firſt 
Object I am let looſe to? Whereas un- 
e by Art, and in the pure State Pro- 
vidence offers me, I am truly a Friend to 
Mankind, affording Comfort and Relief to 
moſt of the Miſerable, who will have but 
as much Faith and Confidence in me, as they 
blindly repoſe in many Mixtures of Poiſons. 

WEN called in Aid, and thus in a friend- 
ly Way admitted, I ſpeedily and inſenſibly 
pervade the whole human Syſtem in purſuit 
of all Noxious Heterogeneous Intruders. 
None can long reſiſt my Invincible Force, 
nor avoid the Combat by Abſconding or 
Flight; the moſt remote and imperceptable 
Receſſes ia the Labyrinth of the Nerves, are 
as acceſſible to me es the firſt more obvious 
Paſſages. Wherever, therefore, they may have 
become formidable by poſſeſſing an impor- 
tant Poſt in collected Numbers, I ſoon reach 
the Place, and as ſoon diſunite them, and 
d:ive them out of the Body; gaining a com- 
pleat Victory with ſo much Eaſe, that while 
this War is waging within, all ſeems to be 

at 
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at Peace without: And when the Enemy is 
diſlodged, I repair the Damages they may 
have done, by reſtoring to all Organs ſuf. 
ficient Vigour to execute their proper” Fun. 
ctions. * 
NaTvkE ſends me with her Commiſſion, 
and ample Powers to enforce in all Places a 
punctual Obſervance of the Laws ſhe «has 
impoſed ; in Conſequence whereof, when [ 
find the Stomach and Bowels in a State of 
Rebellion, bringing quick and inevitable De- 
ſtruction upon the whole Conſtitution, I im- 
mediately reduce them to Obedience, and 2 
peaceable Sate. Whenever any of the great 
Complexures of the Nerves by Inteſtine 
Jars have intangled themſelves ; at my Ap- 
proach they range into regular Order, and 
give mutual Aſſiſtance to each other in a 
friendly embracing Intercourſe ; from thence 
all hideous Convulſive Agonies and Tremors 
ceaſe, giving place to an univerſal Serenity. 
I OIL on without Cortroul, through 
Tubes inconceivably minute; the very A- 
venues to the Seat of the rational Soul are 
open to me. I find free Ingreſs and Egreſs, 
and am always welcome to that noble Inha- 
bitant, who is ſenſible of the Service I do 
| her 


Le Sh x 


” Wwe — od W. iy SDS 


ws, A = Hoi . © = NR H5Faasd 


mms Aa oj KM mY &f.Þhﬀo e e o'® 


2 ( x 61 ) * 
her, in rendering this her temporaty Abode 
ſomewhat comfortable. Were it poflible for 
you with a juſt Conception to follow my 
Track through thefe almoſt- infinite Mean- 
ders, your Admiration of this wonderful 
Machine would be exceeding great: And, 
how juſt would be your Indignation at the 


Preſumption of ſome weak Men, who pre- 


tend to have unerring Rules for rectifying 
Diſorders, the Situation of which they can- 
not poſſibly know; and philoſophically to 
determine the exact Progreſs of what they 
ſend blended into this Road of Circulation; 
ſo numberleſs and intricately diſpoſed ve 
theſe Chanels, and their mutual Communi- 
cations, that the only Wonder is, that they 
ſhould ever make a tolerable Gueſs. 
Having thus indulged myſelf in expa- 
tiating on my good and powerful Properties, 
I will now fairly give you an Account of 
tome Things which are indeed out of my 
Reach: I cannot give eternal Duration to a 
Material Body liable to daily Changes. In 
my Progreſs through the Heart, I cannot 
correct the Vices of it taken in a figurative 
Senſe : It is not in my Power to give Cou- 
rage to a Coward; to make a Knaye honeſt 3 
M nor 
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nar. to moderate * IA Paſſions i in Men 
of pellecuting Spirits: cannot reftrain the 
Volubility of a Tongue, that hath an innate 
Propenſity taDefamatiↄn; nor urge a Reſtive 
one to a frank Declaration of Truths. ="; 

REAL Defeds in the Gifts of Nature are 
not to be ſupplied, but by a creating, Power : 
L. cannot, therefore..caute a Limb that may 
be wanting, to grow forth: Nor can 1 fill 
an empty Cavity in the Head with Brains; 
but ſhould I make a Lodgment i in ſo ſolitary 
and unfurniſhed an Appartment, the Owner 
need not be under any Apprehepſions; : for 
Fools were never known to go mad : Free 
from all agitating Thoughts and Doubts they 
enjoy a profound Tranquility of Mind, and 
are happy in an undiſturbed Conceit of, be- 
ing extremely wiſe. When you meet with 
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Phyſical Phyloſophers of this Class, be not 
ſo ill: natur' d as to attempt to undecei ve them : 
Let nothing divert you from. your judicious 
Courſe of exploring my Virtues by Experi- 
ence; an uninterrupted. Proſecution herein 
will produce Authorities ſufficient to over- 
come the moſt obſtinate Infidelity, or wilful 
N 1 And then anf coe A tention 
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than was ever given to the World before, b 
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to my Service will be 1 and 
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8 you have been & Beteteus as ves 
charitable, to beſtow a greater Legacy 


any Engliſh, I believe 1 may ſay European 
Phyſician, in which the Poor will, and al- 
ready do equally ſhare with the Rich, I think 
it a Duty incumbent on me to return you ten 
Millions of 'Thariks, not only for your Book, 


but alſo for the good Health I now enjoy 


from taking Quickſilver by the kind Advice 
of that worthy Gentleman, and your intimate 
Friend Z#cafs Selfe Eſq; before the Publi- 
cation of your Book : And if you cah have 
Patience to read a very flat, but true State 
of my Caſe, I will give you all I can recol- 
let, from the twentieth Year of my Age, 
to this preſent Time, being. now fifry- 
three, vig. From twenty to thirty-five I drank 
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very hard; in which laſt Year I had a very 
ſevere Fit of the Cholick in my Stomach; 
and about two Years afterwards, ſome Croſ- 
ſes in my worldly Affairs, with drinking too 
much ſtale Beer, and ſometimes Port Wine, 
brought that Diſtemper on me again ; which 
continued about ſeyen Years, except ſome 
Intervals of Eaſe. At the Age of forty- two 
I left off all Sorts of Malt Liquor ; for even 
Small-Beer at my Meals would immediately 
put a Stop to Eating, and cauſe a violent 
Pain in my Stomach : Then, for about two 
Years I drank nothing but ſmall Rum Punch, 
with a red-hot Iron put into it, (a Pint of 
Rum to a Gallon of Water; with - Lemons 
and double-refin'd Sugar,) which agreed well 
with me. At the Age of Forty-four, ha- 
ving made too bold with Pore Wine, I had 
a ſeycre Fit of the Gout ; my Legs ſwelling 
alternately to double their proper Size: I 
have had but two or three ſuch Fits of the 
Gout ſince. At Forty. four aforeſaid, 'I left 
off ſmall Punch, and at my Meals drank no- 
thing but common fair Water, and ſometimes 
a little Cyder between Meals, which agreed 
well with me, whilſt I uſed much Exerciſe. 
But with a ſedentary Life, my Apetite was 
9 3 ſoon 
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ſoon gone; but was ſoon recover'd again by 
drinking Holt Water at my Meals only. But 
in about three Months Time, that Water had 
no more Effect, than any other fair Water. 
And in the Winter, 1728. and Spring fol- 
lowing, I was very ill with the then common 
Fever and Ague, which went off at laſt in 
a ſmall Fit of the Gout. From whence I 
conclude, that ſomething of that Diſtemper 
was in my Stomach during that Sickneſs, for 
I often vomited very much. In the latter 
End of the Summer, 1729, the Fever and 
Ague returned again, (attended, as I ſuppoſe, 
with the Gout in my Stomach,) which con- 
tinued ſome Time. In October, 1729. (ha- 
ving but little, Exerciſe,) I was often taken 
with cold Chills, and great Pains in my Sto- 
mach, which Purges and Vomits would re- 
move, but it would ſoon return again. The 
latter End of November following J was ta- 
ken in a different Manner than ever before; 
vi g. with Heart - Burnings, Wind, and ſoure 
Belchings, and my Mouth often filled with 
clear Water; which Water ſoon left me, af- 
ter taking an Electuary, and now and then 
Lozenges ; but the Heart-burning and Pain 


in my Stomach continued. Upon which I 
M 3 took 
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_ fook'a Vomit, and applied a Glyſter; but 
could find no Eaſe till I took forty Drops at 
a Time of Species Diambre, with Tincture 
of Snake-Root, compound Spirit of Laven- 
der and Liquid Laudinum in à Draught of 
Sparemint Tea; which was repeated as often 
as the Pain retuitvled, till I thought myſelf 
perfectly well: But in twenty-four Hours 
afterwards, my Stomach was uneaſy, my 
Mouth full of Water in the Morning, and 
Urine very thick: The next Day my Sto- 
mach was in great Pain, which was eaſed by 
taking forty of the Drops aforeſaid. De- 
cember the 8th, 1729. I began to take every 
Night and Morning four Pills compoſed of 
the Gum-Pill, Sc. in a Glaſs of Bitter Wine, 
and continued the ſame till the Fifteenth; 
when I left them off; and then the Broth 
Ach and Cold Chills all over my Body came 
on again. January the 4th, 1729. I found 
my Breath ftink in the Morning; had good 
Appetite, but very bad Diſgeſtion; and the 
Pain in my Stomach began to come on me 
again. Thus I continued (ſometimes pretty 
well, at other Times ill, never well above 
two or three Days at one Time, ) till the Be- 
— of May, 1730- when being in greater 
Pain 
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Pain than common, I took three Vomits in 
one Week, which caſted me for ſome Time. 
The '207h"of May I took: a ſtronger Vomit 
than before, which had no other Effect than 
the fotmer. Then I applied to an eminent 
Phyfician, whoſe Preſeription was ſtrictly 
obſer ved; and I received great Benefit by it: 

But ſoon alter I had gone through the whole 
Courſe, my Pains returned again, and I be- 
came as bad as ever. And being almoſt 
Blind, which I attribute to frequent Vomits, 
(being often taken three or four times in a 
Week, ) could not bear the Thoughts of en- 
tering into that Courſe any more; and, ex- 
pecting that Death would relieve me in a 
ſhort Time, bore my Affliction as well as I 
could. But in the Month of March, 1730-1. 
I was adviſed by the Gentleman aforeſaid to 
take Crude Mercury; the very Name of 
which was then ſo terrible to moſt People in 
this Country, that all I ſpoke to of it per- 
ſwaded me againſt it, except one or two of 
Dr. Dover's Acquaintance; nor would Mo- 
ney, (enough of which was offered to tempt 
any mean Perſon to take as loathſom a 
Draught as an Apothecary could make up,) 


prevail upon any one to take it before me: 
M 4 This 
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This hindered me a Month; during all which 
Time the Gout in my Stomach put me to the 
moſt exquiſite Pain imaginable, for two, 
three, and ſometimes four times every Day, 
with reſtleſs Nights; *till Monday the Twelſth 
of April, 1731. about Ten at Night, in pre- 
ſence of Mr. Seife, aforeſaid, and ſeveral 
other Gentlemen and Ladies, I boldly ſwal- 
lowed two Ounces of Crude Mercury, went 
to Bed about eleven, was perfectly eaſy, and 
ſlept heartily all that Night, which ( ſo far 
as I can remember) was more than I had 
done in twelve Months before; which ſud- 
den Change was owing, as I take it, to the 
Mercury's expelling the Wind in my Sto- 
mach as ſoon as it arrived there. I was eaſy 
the next Day, though my Stomach continued 


tender. About Noon, which was about. four 


teen Hours after I took it, I found ſome few 
very ſmall Globules of the Mercury in the 


latter Part of my Stool, the Excrement be- 


ing very hard. I continued taking two Oun- 
ces every Day for ſix Days together, and 
never failed of a Stool every Day, which 
ſeldom uſed to be more than once in three, 
four, and ſometimes five Days. I ſaved moſt 


of my Water, during this Operation, in the 


Sediment 
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Sediment of which I found ſome Globules 
of Mercury, much ſmaller than thoſe men- 
tioned before, and am well fatisfied that it 
paſſes through the Ureters. Thus was I re- 
lie ved from the violent Gouty Pains in my 
Stomach by Crude Mercury only; and as 
the Weather grew warmer, by taking now 
and then three, four, or five Doſes, my Sto- 
mach grew ſtronger, and my Conſtitution was 
ſo much amended in all Reſpects, that all 
my Acquaintanee were ſtruck with Admira- 
tion: Abundance of Queſtions were con- 
tinually asked me, by People of all Ranks, 
many of them having entertained a Notion 
that it was rank Poiſon, and preſent Death to 
any one that ſhould take it; that it would 
paſs through the Body as faſt as it was put 
into the Mouth ; others would tell me, that 
I ſhould find the ill Effects of it the next 
Winter, and that I ſhould not live above 
ſix Months; others were ſo good - natured to 
let me live a whole Year, Sc. Thus was I 
treated by People of all Sorts, by ſome in a 
ludicrous, and by others in a ſerious Manner. 
However, I thank Gov, I have now lived 
above two Years in the Enjoyment of better 


Health than I had done for eighteen Years 
before: 
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before; and am now as well as ever L Wu 
in my whole Life-time';' not but 1 have hi 
ſome ſmall Pains in my Stomach ſince the firſt 
taking of Quickſilver, which were ſobll ft. 
moved by taking an Ounce or two of thk 
glorious Medicine, or Drops of Mynfichi 
Elixir of Vitriol in a Glaſs of Water. Nor 
Had the Mercury « ever any ill Effect upon nit, 
unleſs a gentle ſolutary Spitting be ſo tetmed 
which I muſt deny, becaufe Was muck bet- 
ter after it; and this never happened to me 
Hut once; from riding out iti very cold Wes 
ther, which Lreally believe ſtoppꝰd its paſſing 
by Perſpitation, and by that means threw t 
back from its natural Motion, (ſome what like 
its being ſent into the Body by Friction) 
However, I ſoon put a Stop to it, by a gentle 
Doſe of Fhyfick; and had an excellent good 
Stomach to my Victuals immediately aftei- 
wards, which digeſted well. Thus have 1 
troubled you, Sir, with every Thing I can 
immediately recollect in this Affair, relating 
to myſelf; and, if you can have a little more 
Patience, will now give you ſome Account 
of the Effect which this noble Medicine hath 
had upon other Perſons,” Sc. Since God 
wes. aid as been pleaſed to beſtow this 
great 
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Heat Bleſſiig upon me, I thoughe it my Di: 
ty to communicate it to as many of my Fel- 
low - Creatures as poMbly I could; and have 
xecordingly ſo done, to the vemoſt of my 
Power, and gave oceular Demonſtration to 
ſeyeral of them, that there Was no Difficulty 
not Danger in täking of it, and have Leave 
to mention the Names of ſore, together 
with their Diſe#ſes, as followeth, viz. Tituc 
Rake, of Bradford, T allow-Chandler, Was 
ſoon cured'of a Fit of the Gont, both in his 
Stomach and Limbs ; Mr. Fans Fellows, of 
the ſame Place, Bailiff to his Grace the Duke 
of King ſtone, being ſo bad with the Gravel, 
that when he had ſtoop, to take any Thing 
from off the Ground, could not get himfelf 
vpright again, without the greateſt Pain and 
Difficulty imaginable ; by taking only eight 
Ounces of Quickfilyer, about thirteen Months 
fince, was never troubled with that Diſtem- 
pet more, and was never better in his Life, 
than at this Time. The Reverend Mr. Pryer, 
and alſo the Wife of Mr. Nobert Townſend, 
'of the ſame Place, have found great Benefit 
in the ſame Diſorder. John Hanny, a Tyler 
of this Town, was ſo ill of the Cholick for 
* Tears paſt, that he continually walked 

ſtooping, 
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ſtooping, and holding both his Hands againf 
his Stomach, was perfectly well after taking x 
few Doſes of it; as was alſo the Wife of 
Mr. Edmund Heall, Clothworker. And 
Mr. Matthew Smith Clothier, found imme 
diate Eaſe in the ſame Diſorder, at taking 
the firſt two Ounces. Alſo Edward Briſca, 
of Freſhford, near this Town, Innkeeper, 
has found ſo much Benefit in the ſame Dif. 
order, that he lately told me, he would not 
be debarred from taking Quickſilyer for any 
Sum of Money whatever. Mr. Robert Townſ. 
end, Maſter of the Work-Houſe in this Town, 
was ſoon cured of a yiolent Pain in his Side, 
And one AnthonyT breſher, of Iford- Mill, neu 
Bradford, Fuller, having been troubled with 
the Cramp, Pain in his Stomach, and Reach 
ings, for ſeven Years paſt, about two Months 
ſince took three Ounces and: half of Quick- 
ſilver at twice, and has been perfectly wel 
ever ſince; and hopes to do more Good in 
his Generation yet, having had twenty ſeyen 
Children by three Wives already. Mr. John 
Or pin, an Apothecary at Bath, having been 
in a Hy pocondriacal Diſorder, with Lownels 
of Spirits, Sc. to a dangerous Degree, I 
told him, about a Year and half ſince, of the 

many 
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many Cures perform'd at Bradford by Crude 
Mercury; who told me he had heard fo be- 
fore, from an Apothecary of Bradford; and : 
asked me how we took it. I told him we 
put two Ounces at a Time into a Glaſs, 
without any Vehicle whatfoeyer, and drank 
it as other Liquids. - Upon which he took 
it, and was perfectly cured by it in a very 
little Time, and has lately declared the ſame 
to me and a Room full of Company; and 
that he hath been well ever fince; and will 
always atteſt the ſame to be true. I muſt 
further add, in Commendation of Mr. Or pin, 
that he has been ſo honeſt as to give this 
Medicine to ſeveral of his Patients, and to 
recommend it to others; which was of Ser- 
vice to ſeveral Perſons of Diſtinction in the 
following Seaſons at Bath, from whence its 
Fame began to ſpread all over the Kingdom, 
and will, F don't doubt, be ſo well known 
and approved of in a few Years more, that 


if it can poſlibly enter into the Heart of 


any Man to be wicked enough to go about 
to cry down Quickſilver as a dangerous Me- 
dicine to be taken in at the Month, he will 
be in the ſame Condition, as if he were to 
propoſe a Bill fora General Exciſe, and find 


ninety 
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ninety nine in a Hundred of all the ſinceim 
and unbiaſſed wack in wy Britai 


— * 


1 hear, Sit, whe you, are e 
and therefore have reaſon to hope you will 
pardon ſo much 'Frouble given to you (by; 
Perſon you never yet ſaw : But for the ſake 
of my Country, as well as of your ſelf, l 
heartily and ſincerely wiſh you good Health, 
and Life as long as it ſhall be deſirable tg 
=_ Jelſ; and beg r to 3 my 


e 0.4 fl 

Tour great ddmirer, 7 
a. Mot Obiiged, and 
"IN * Moſt humble Servant, 


5 1 1 | PaAymuros 
2. S. I * on Mr. Ai and his La- 


dy at Lulenbam the laſt Sunday, when 
be was very well, and deſired you would 
accept of his humble Service. His good 
Lady was then very ill; and I heard the laſt 
Thurſday there was then but little Hopes 


of 


£ 


(495) _ 
of her Recoyery. They told me that her 
Caſe was lately ſent to you, for your Ad- 
vice; but fear it was then too late; and 
heartily,wwiſh, that when ſhe went to Bath 
che firſt Time ſince her Bineſs, the had 
gone to London, where your Aſſiſtance 
in „ 6 wg might have ſavſd ger Life, 
Mr. Lucaſs Self preſents his Service to 


you. 
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MERCURY. 


not haye been aſham'd of his Name : But you 


the ſame Time you affirm will fap the very 
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AUTHOR 
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T is very natural to imagine, that a Gen- 
tleman who profeſſes ſo much Zeal for 
the Intereſt of his Fellow-Creatures, would 


ws a wi © wwe" 


choſe rather to conceal yours, as ſuſpecting 
that your Integrity might be call'd in queſ- 
tion, for giving a Medicine daily, which at 


. 
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rede of Life, and may be juſtly rank - 
ed among the ſlow Poiſons. 

You ſeem ſurprized that the Author of 
the Ancient Phyſician's Legacy ſhould pre- 
ſcribe it in ſuch a Variety of Complaints: 
But you ought in Juſtice to haye told the 
World, that his Recommendation of Quick- 
filyer in all thoſe Caſes, is ſupported by un- 
deniable Facts, and a long Courſe of Expe- 
rience. 

You ſeem to regret very much that the 
proper Obſervations were not made in the 
laſt Century, when this Method of taking 
Crude Mercury was as faſhionable in Eng- 
land as it is now; for you are firmly per- 
ſwaded the numerous Inſtances of Perſons 
who then received Prejudice from it, would 
have been ſufficient to have deterr'd wary 
People from the Uſe of it now. When you 
aſſert. a Thing fo roundly, it was incumbent 
upon you to have ſhewn in what King's 
Reign this Medicine ſo univerſally prevail'd; 
or to have told us, at leaſt, who was Lord 
Mayor at that Time. 

I cx recollect ſome Inſtances in the laſt 
Centry, when it was given with very good 
Succeſs: Sir Nicholas Butler, a very emi- 
N nent 


(158) | 

nent Phyſician in King Famer II's Reign, 
preſcrib'd it to one Mrs. Cope, who lived in 
Auſtin-Friers, but had her Country -Houſe 
too at Bamonton. By the Uſe of it, The 
was abſolutely cured of a Lunacy. He likes 
wiſe gave it to one Miſs Fuller, who ſwak 
towed Traſh of feveral Sorts, Worſted a- 
mong the reſt; by which pernicious Practice Ml | 
ſhe brought herſelf into a very languiſhing MI. | 
Condition; but at length was very happily | 


cured by this flow Poifon, as you are pleas'd 
to call it. Several People of the beſt Reputa- 
tion now living in Eamon ton, are ready to atteſt 
the Truth of theſe Facts. At the Beginning 
ef King William's Reign, I gave Quickſilver 
my ſelf to two Ladies in Briſtol, in very 
high Hyſterical Caſes, one of them almoſt to 
a Degroe of Madneſs ; and yet they both ſuc- Ml 
sceded very well under my Care; though 
muſt own that one of them unfortunately died 
about ten Years ſince: The other is ſtill in 
perfect Health, and not long ſince married to 

a ſecond Husband. If theſe are all the ill 
| Conſequences of this ſlow Poiſon, the La- 
dies at leaſt will not be much afraid of it. 
I have taken it my ſelf above fix and forty + 
Years; I haye been in all ſorts of Climates; 

WI... and 
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and am now upwards of Seventy; and yet; 
l thank God, enjoy a perfect State of Health: 
tif I ſhould happen to die twenty or thirty 
Years hence, this Author may, if he pleaſes, 
impute my Death to this flow Way of 3 
ſoning. 

You ſeem very much ſuepriz'd that I Wente 
in no Part of my Work deſcribe the Man- 
ner of this wonderful Fluid's Operation upon 
human Bodies. Give me leave to tell you, 
Sir, that the World will think much better 
of me for owning my Ignorance, than if I had 
led them, as you have done, into a blind 
Labyrinth of hard Words, and unintelligi- 
ble Terms. At your firſt ſetting out, you 
promiſe us very great Things, vig. To ſhew 
us the Nature of Mercury, its Manner of * 
operating; and, in the laſt Place, to produce 
ſeyeral Inſtances of its dreadful Effects. But 
how notoriouſly you have failed in each Par- 
ticular, let every Unprejudiced Perſon deter- 
mine. You ſay the Chymiſts are ſo much 
puzzled, that they don't know what to make 
of it; and from thence it may very reaſona- 

5 bly be concluded, that you know as little. 
However, to coroborate your Phœnomina, 
; 79% introduce à very filly Story in the fol- 
N 2 lowing 


. 
lowing Words: I remember an Inftance 
* of a Perſon who did not care for ſtirring 
<« out of his Bed, for fear of wrenching or 
&« tearing ſome Capillary Veſſel of his Body; 
« and indeed I ſhould not have thought his 
« Apprehenſions very ridiculous, if he had 
been taking of Mercury five or fix Weeks, 
after the modern Way,” 

| You are not contented with venting your 
Spleen againſt- this innocent and uſeful Me- 
dicine only, but you take a great deal of 
Pains to baniſh Inoculation out of the King- 
dom; which I will venture to affirm, even 
after the modern Method of Practice, will 
fave more than twenty out of a hundred that 
die of it the natural Way. You endeayour 
likewiſe to deter People from Immerſion in 
cold Water, for fear it ſhould inflame the 
Lungs: Whereas, even in Conſumptions I 
have often preſcribed it, and found diffe- 
rent Effects. X 

Notwithſtanding your Archneſs upon me, 
I am perſwaded {you have been much the 
greateſt Friend to the Nurſes and Grave- 
Diggers: I challenge you to ſhew when 1 
have loſt three Patients for the laſt five Years, 
where I was firſt called, either in acute ot 
| chronick 


| (781) 
chronick Cafe, (though I have ſettled in 
Town above eighteen Months,) and even 


without the Help of Bliſters. On the con- 


trary, I can prove that I cured ſeveral Pa- 
tients which haye been left off by more 
than one of the Faculty. 

Wrar follows is one of his ſage Rebar 
upon a Part of my Treatiſe: © After the 
« Author (ſays he) has deſcribed a Conſum- 
« ption and Phthyſick, in which he tells us 
« the Patient complains of a Soreneſs in * 
« Breaft, Difficulty of Breathing, Loſs of 
« Appetite, a great Heat and Dryncſs in 
„the Palms of his Hande, with frequent 
© and ſudden Fluſhings in his Face; and [ob- 
“ ſerye well | after he has given too a Re- 
« ceipt to cure this Diſorder, he concludes 
« thus; I have of late experienced that 
« Quickſilver is the moſt beneficial Thing in 
« all the World for the Lungs, taking one 
« Ounce every Morning.” I preſume by 
your Cob ſer de well | you take it for granted, 
that the Lungs are not affected by an Aſth- 
ma. In ſhort, you have beſtow'd a great 
deal of Pains in your Laborious Treatiſe, to 
prove what every Body will readily grant 
you, That Mercury can never be good in 

all 


C 
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all Caſes. And to ſupport your Aſſertion, 
you ſay, The preſent practiſing Phy ſicians in 
this Town, who, without all Diſpute, are a 
Set of the moſt Learned and Judicious Men 
in Europe, unanimouſly agree, That Mer- 
cury hardly procures any viſible: Ad vantage, 
but in Aſthma's only. L owe great Defe- 
rence to the Learned Faculty ; but hope you 
don't include your ſelf; becauſe notwith- 
ſtanding your Elaborate Treatiſe of the V/ 
and Abuſe of Mercury, you have not the 
leaſt Pretenſions in the World to the Title. 

You think you make me appear ridiculous, 


by affirming that I recommend an Ounce of 


Quickſil ver every Morning, for a Month to- 
gether in the Stone, though I ſay, at the 

ſame Time, I have known it do Woneers. 
To convince you that this Recommenda- 


tion is not founded upon Gueſſes, and bare 


Surmiſes only, I ſhall produce you both the 
Facts and the Names; which, as a yery 
great Man, upon another Occaſion, very 
juſtly obſery'd, is that ſtubborn Kind of E- 


vidence, which will not yield to the moſt 


perſuaſive Eloquence, nor bend to the moſt 
imperious Authority. 


IT 


In 
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tx anſwet to one of your Enquiries, If 
there can be any Inſtances produc'd of Quick- 

ſilver's paſſing by Urine? I am willing to give 

you entire Satisfaction by referring you to 

the following Perſons : Richard Freeman 

Eſquire, at the Lower- End of Little Fames- 

Street, Bedford-Row; Ezekiel Wallis E- 

ſquire, at Luckenham, late High- Sheriff of 

Miliſbire; and Mr. Aſſenton, of Bradford, 

in 222 I don't in the leaſt queſtion, 

if the proper Glaſſes were uſed, but you 

might ſee the Quickſilver voided by Urine, 

in more or lefs Quantities, by almoſt every 

Perſon that takes it. As it is a moſt excel- 

lent Remedy in the Gravel, it muſt neceſſa- 

rily enter the Kidneys ; and can there be any 

Paſſage more natural for it afterwards, than 

the Ureters, and ſo to the Bladder ? 

Nor TT Aviva you ſet out with a 4 
Zeal for the publick Good, yet any Eye 
may very caſily ſee through your ſhallow 
Artifice ; for by decrying a Medicine which 
has performed the moſt wonderful Curts, 
upon the Evidence of ſome Hundreds of un- 
doubted Credit, you have proved your ſelf 
the Enemy, ind not the Friend of Mankind. 
And if from your firſt, we may gueſs of 


your 


) 
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your future Performances, I think by only 
inverting my Motto, I ſhall ſhew you to 
the World in your true Light : Homines 
2 Demona, nulld in re propius accedunt 
guam ſalutem Hominibus negandb. 
Liquid Quickſilver will do great Service 
c jn beginning Plicatures of the Inteſtines, Ob- 
_ < ſtruction of their Glands and Valves; and in 
« Foulneſſes and hard Concretions or Obſtru- 
« Qions bred in the Mouths of the Lacteals, 
« (which are often Caſes where the Symptoms, 
« common to other Diſeaſes, will not admit a 
cc certain Diſtinction;) but eminently ſo in 
« Aſthmatick Caſes, above all other Medi- 
cines, by its Weight only forcing open the 
4 obſtructive Mouths of the Lacteals, and its 
cc Steams thereby entering the Habit, attenuate 
« the vicid Juices of the Lungs, and render 
them pervious, and ſo promote Expectora- 
« tion. And, I think, other more appropria- 
© ted and ſpecifick Medicines not ſucceeding, 
this ought to be tried in all Caſes of the 


« Alimentary Tube, ſince it is innocent and 
« ſafe as Aſſes Milk.” . Theſe are the Words 


of a very Learned and Honeſt Phyſician, 


though not of this Town; who, for his 
own Part, has contributed yery much to- 
wards 
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wards the Health and Benefit of Mankind. 
You ſee his Opinion concerning Quickfilyer, 
That it is an admirable Medicine in Neryous 
Diſorders ; though our moſt Learned Gentle- 
men of the Faculty aver it to be a moſt dan- 
gerous Medicine in all ſuch Cafes. - Read 
Cheyne's Engliſh Malady, Page lg: | 

I $HALL publiſh ſeveral Facts, and fo turn 
you over to the Author of the Antidote, to 
give, you another Pill, when, according to 
your Promiſe, you ſhall think proper to fa- 
your us with a Second Edition of your U/e- 
and Abuſe of - Mercury: But why will not 
theſe Friends of Mankind, theſe Promoters 
of publick Good, publiſh ſome of their own 
Arcana's, particularly of their wonderful 
Method of curing Fevers? and tell us, at 
the ſame Ti ime, when we may hope the 
Grand Myſtery of Cooling any Perſon will 
be diſcover'd? It cannot be doubted, but 
the moſt Learned Gentlemen of the Faculty 
have read both the Inſtitutes of Riverius 
and Sennertus, whoſe firſt Axiom, in the 
Theraputick Part of Phyfick, may be thus 
tranſlated; Whatever is cured, is cured by 
e Thus all living Creatures, if 
they find themſclyes too hot, remove to 4 


O cooler 
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cooler Regimen; and, on the contrary, if 
too cold, to a warmer. And this is purely 
owing to Inſtin&t : It would be the very 
ſame, if Mankind would follow Nature's 
Directions 

Ir is a difficult Matter to remove vulgar 
Errors: They are as ſtrongly rooted as the 
moſt inverate Diſeaſe; and Reaſon and Phy. 
ſick are frequently baffled by both, How 
high did the Cry run formerly againſt the 
Uſe of the Bark, one of the beſt Medicines 
in the Materia Medica ? What Fears, what 
Apprehenſions of its evil Gonſequence ? 
what ſtrange Miſconſtructions of its Effects, 
and downright abſolute Perverſion of its Pro- 
perties? Nothing can be ſafe from ſuch 


Miſconceptions, neither Merit in Man, nor 


Excellence in Medicine: The wiſe and more 
honeſt Part of Mankind, by the natural 
Turn of Thought and Tanner, as naturally 
engages in Defence of both; and there be- 
ing very few noble Remedies found either 
by Art or Chance, and brought in by Pra- 
Rice by the skilful right-judging Part of the 
Faculty, but have been as generouſly ſup- 
ported by Reaſon and Argument, at the ve- 
ry Inſtant that the Torrent of popular Cla- 
mour 


CE 
mour was at the Height againſt them. The 
Cauſe of both is the ſame, and the Party form'd 
againſt both the ſame like wiſe: The great | 
Phyſician in courſe falls iqto a Method of 
Practice, which the lazy, the little, the un- 
Skilful Practitioner can no more imitate, than 
he can” underſtand where is the Wonder. 
Therefore that ſuch exert all their Malice 
they are Maſters of, and ſtrive to blaſt what 
they cannot copy, read the Encomimm. ar- 
gents vivi, Page 26, 27. I only with that 
they would let the World know the great 
Suceeſs they had from Vomiting and Bliſ” 
tering after that inhuman Way; not forget- 
ting their heating Bolus's, and more heating 
Cordials, preſcribed every ſecond Hour with 
Sack- Whey, together with Spirits of Hart, 
horn? Let them publiſh ſomething of this 
Sort agrecable to the Reaſon of Mankind. 
Many honeſt Gentlemen take us for Guardians 
their Health and Lives: Hit obſerve how 
miſerably they are diſappointed; when 'tis 
left to the Apothecaries to recommend the 


Phyſicians, who will, always, endeavour to 
ſecret him who orders the leaſt Phy ſick. 


L was lately called to an only Son of 2 
Fobleman, of the firſt Quality, ſix Months 
old: 


« 1 ) 

eln He had Gas Phyſicians; 'F the God 
rapie Gentleman, quondam Mayor of 
I Shrewsbur: Brat the Head of them, He 
had been twice xomited, twice blogded, an 
Iſſue cut in his. Neck ; bis Head, his Back, 
his Ar s, his Thighs, his Legs, the Soles 
his Feet MDliſtered 1 in four Days Time; 
when it pleas'd God by Death to take him 
out of the Hands of his Tormentors. 

Aſter all that has been ſaid concerning 
this moſt noble and excellent Remedy, yet 
I cannot recommend ſo univerſal and gene. 
tal a Uſe of it; which often brings it to 

Diſcredit : And though i it does many, yet it 
© will not do all Things. Would it not be 
thought I ſpeak: with a View to my own Inte- 
reſt, which is rather deſign d for the Benefit of 

the Publick, I ſhould direct that the Patient 
always adviſcth with ſome Perſon who. right 
ly underſtands the Nature of e Per | 
fore he enters upon the Uſe of it. 
* Fortunate 10 a Proverb, 
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